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No matter what your game, if you want 
the most powerful crossbow ever manu¬ 
factured you only have two choices; 
the Award-winning CROSSFIRE or the 
all new FOXFIRE, 

The CROSSFIRE and FOXFIRE 
are precision made, compound 
crossbows that obsolete every other ' 
crossbow ever made. Producing 
over twice the hard hitting power 
of standard crossbows these two 
rugged beauties are, in a word, 

Awesome. 


FOXFIRE 


For 4 -COiQr brochure Send ono do/f&f to: 


"The Quality Leader", P.O. Box 5487, Dept. Cl, Tucson, Arizona 85703 

Disdr-birtsd in Canada by Porcupine Creek Supply 
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SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 

Great Designs, Great Designers 

by J. David Truby 

Now, an in-depth, fully illustrated report on the newest developments in suppressor 
technology. The author of Silencers, Snipers and Assassins, J. David Truby provides 
all-new 1983 information on the innovative designs of today’s well-known suppressor 
manufacturers—Philip Dater, Jonathon Ciener, Don Walsh, Sionacs and others— 
plus explosive data on those who use them—the U.S. government, the Mob, and the 
Hell’s Angels to name a few. Truby’s investigative research gives definitive compari¬ 
sons of models, prices, features, kits, independent manufacturers, and technological 
advances. Nowhere else will you read this inside scoop on the sifencer industry! 8Vfe x 
11, softcover, 132 photos, diagrams, 120pp. $12.00 



NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Ashida Kim 

Arcane secrets of an unholy 
science that kills with the wave of a 
hand! Certain ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black med¬ 
icine thqt destroys through ma¬ 
nipulation of the body’s nervous, 
circulatory, and chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh . Dim Ching, and the 
infamous Dim Mak techniques. Il¬ 
lustrated with step-by-step photos. 
5V4x 8%, softcover, illus.. 104 pp. 

$ 10.00 


THE HUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! 
Now you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective- 
fire, close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand 
tools, you can build the parts that will convert your trusty 
Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 
1,000 rounds per minute on full auto—all without modify¬ 
ing the receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop 
in the conversion parts, and you’re ready for whatever— 
or whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit phot09, machin¬ 
ist's drawings and full-scale templates accompany the 
detailed instructions for making this conversion fool¬ 
proof. 9x12, softcover. illus.. 86 pp. $12.00 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 


COURSE NOTES 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

Never before available to the pub¬ 
lic. An extremely useful, complete 
manual on physical and combat 
survival, training, and tactics. Con¬ 
tains rare info on evading and si¬ 
lencing guard dogs, sabotage, 
intelligence gathering survival 
navigation, primitive medicine, 
evasion and escape, animal traps, 
and much morel 8VS x 11. softcover, 
illus., 160 pp. *14.95 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

1982 edition of the finest military medical handbook we 
have ever seen! The U.S. Army Special Forces are known 
to train the world s most accomplished medics, and this 
book is the reason why. It has everything: 400 pages of 
comprehensive info on disease diagnosis and treatment, 
emergency war surgery, drugs and - doses, emergency 
paramedical skills, plus big sections on pediatrics, ob¬ 
stetrics, orthopedics, emergency dental treatment, and 
much, much more. Every survival library rm/sf have this 
book! 4x7, softcover. illus., 400 pp. $14.95 



WAR STORY 

by Jim Morris 

At last, the gripping story of the 
Vietnam War is told by a former 
Green Beret as it actually hap¬ 
pened, not as reported by the 
media. Now reprinted, read the 
author’s personal account of the 
counter guerrilla operations he 
fought in the jungles of Vietnam— 
a country no longer free. 5Vfe x 814, 
hardcover, 342 pp. $14.95 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

A comprehensive home workshopguide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist’s 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full-aulo 
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions detail how to modify the weapon’s original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient silencer group assembly. 9V4 x 12, softcover, 
machinist's drawings, photos, full-scale templates, 
72PP. $12.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES FM 31-20 

In every respect, except for the weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31-20. All illustrations and every one 
of the 535 pages of vital infoi matlon are included. Chap¬ 
ters include ffttelligence, psych ops, raids and ambushes, 
communications, demolitions, survival, improvised 
weaponry, and much, much more! 4x5, softcover. illus. 
535 pp. $14.95 


DUTY 

FREE 


CUSTOMS 
NOTHMC 10 MCUM 


MICHAEL CONNOR 


DUTY FREE 
Smuggling Made Easy 

by Michael Connor 
In this practical guide, you’ll learn 
how to conceal valuables, ammo, 
and contraband in even the most 
ordinary-looking items. Everything 
becomes a potential container to 
the trained eye. From the simple to 
the sublime. Connor tells you how 
to use your auto and personal ef¬ 
fects to pass customs—duty-free. 
5V4 x 814, softcover. 80 pp $10.00 


SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 
WEAPONS HANDBOOK 

by SgT. frank Moyer 

This classic is unequalled for its detailed info on foreign 
weapons. More than 70 machine guns, rifles, carbines, 
assault rifles, submachine guns and pistols were pro¬ 
cured and photographed to complement preciseassem- 
bly, disassembly and firing instructions. Written by one 
of the world’s foremost ordnance experts, this unusual 
handbook Is the standard reference to gun collectors 
and fighting men everywhere. Includes a glossary of 
smell arms technology and reference data. 8V4 x 11, 
hardcover, 180 illus., 330 pp. $17.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and ene¬ 
mies. More sophisticated and .In¬ 
volved tricks are included, such as 
ones devtsed by CIA and Mafia 
members and political dirty tricks¬ 
ters. Over 80 sections present dirty 
tricks ranging from simple to elab¬ 
orate in nature.^5.V4 k 8V4, hard¬ 
cover. 180pp. $11.95 



THE DEATH DEALER’S MANUAL 

by Bradley Steiner 
Tells the true story of how profes¬ 
sional killers go about their busi¬ 
ness. Of special interest is a com¬ 
plete Dim Mak anatomy chart with 
time reference guide, published 
here in English for the first time. 
Contents include: vital points, 
edged weapons, handguns, and 
unarmed killing techniques. For 
informational purposes only! 5VS * 
BV4, softcover, illus., 112 pp. $10.00 


Secrets 

Of the 

yWNJA 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing—one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies 
of this terrifying and deadly mar¬ 
tial art Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles of invisibility, co¬ 
vert entry, escape and evasion, 
assassination, sentry removal, 
meditation, mind clouding, and 
much more. A riveting, all-npw 
selection. 5tt x B'/i, hardcover. 200 
photos, 168 pp. $16.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

REVENGE BOOK 

..$8,00 
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GERMAN SNIPER.. 

$49,95 

MEDICINE CHEST . 

..$5.95 

HOT CARS.. 

.,$5.96 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD . 

$14.95 

SURVIVAL!. 

.18.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL 1 

RANGER HANDBOOK. 

U. 00 

THE SUBMACHINE GUN ... 

$10.00 
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HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL II 

COMBAT MANUAL 

$14.95 

THE HANDGUN. 

$10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 

. $ 8.00 

THE REVENGE BOOK 

.$ 8.00 

HOW TO KILL VOL - 

.$ 8.00 

FULL AUTO VOL 1 (AR-15) .... 

.$ 4.95 
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.$ 8.00 
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.$ 8.00 
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$12.00 
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$12.00 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

S INCE new developments in the James ‘‘Bo” Gritz/ 
POW issue have occurred between the time we sent the 
POW/MIA Special to press and today, we thought we should 
bring Soldier of Fortune readers up to date. 

After the 22 March Congressional hearing on the POW/ 
MIA issue and specifically on Gritz’s activities, the public 
has learned that the ISA or Army Intelligence Support Activ¬ 
ity (referred to by Gritz and his supporters as “The Activity”) 
may have lent some unsanctioned — by DIA, CIA or Nation¬ 
al Security Council — support to Gritz but, if one believes 
what the U.S. government says, is now back under tight 
control. 

In an attempt to regain credibility destroyed by his dis¬ 
astrous appearance before Congress and the subsequent 
revelation by the Washington Times and ABC’s Nightline 
that he had lied about his participation in a Vietnam battle, 
Gritz appeared on F. Lee Bailey’s Lie Detector program. 
After the show was taped, Gritz tried unsuccessfully to pre¬ 
vent its airing. Two of his three responses were inconclusive, 
but when he answered “Yes” to this question — “In 1981, 
were you asked by ‘Cranston’ to be a principal agent of a U.S. 
government mission to document evidence of POWs in 
communist Asia?” — the polygraph results showed decep¬ 
tion. Cranston is the code-name for an intelligence agent 
who was attached to “The Agency.” 

On 12 May, Richard T. Childress, the National Security 
Council adviser to President Reagan who deals with the 
POW/MIA issue, spoke to a group from the Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans of America in Richmond, Va., about the government’s 
progress on the POW/MIA issue, specifically about a new 
development with the Lao government. However, he 
warned: “Progress with the Lao is encouraging to all of us, 
but the much-publicized and incredibly irresponsible ac¬ 
tions of Lt. Col. Gritz set us back months. Our discussions 
indicate that he is directly responsible for stopping — and 
we pray only temporarily—joint crash-site searches in Laos. 
Relying on hearsay information, no credible operational 
capability and money collected from a variety of well- 
intentioned individuals to include family members, he man¬ 
aged to do the greatest damage to the government’s efforts 
yet encountered during this administration. 

“Despite his claims, he had no official backing and will 
never receive any. He says no one asked him to stop — 
tonight. I’m officially asking him to stop. If he is interested 
in the welfare of our missing men and their families, he will. 
If he craves a ticker-tape parade or the recapture of past 
dreams, then he won’t.” 

Continued on page 21 
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“Contras Hope to Turn Communist Tide/’ p. 48. Photo: James 
Nachtwey/Black Star 
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UP YOURS! 


Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques 


It's 1983 and getting even is a whole new ball game. The well-known master of revenge and 
author of Get Even has sunk to new lows with this latest collection of original dirty tricks and 
creative scams. In Up Yours! you'll find the meanest, nasties^tricks for all those people you 
love to hate—snakelike salesmen, crooked landlords, bundling bureaucrats and nosey 
neighbors. Up Yours! is categorized alphabetically into over one hundred-fifty different 
topics—Additives, Air Polluters, Arson, Automobiles, Bureaucrats, Chemicals, College Life, 
and Fast Food Stores, to name a few. Don’t sit back and take it anymore. Start getting even 
now. Up Yours! will tell you how. 5V6 x 8M>, hardcover, 175 pp. $12.95 

Remember, this book is for entertainment purposes only. 


REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC WEAPON SYSTEM 


Need more firepower? How does a twelve-gauge 
machinegun sound? Now you can convert your Reming¬ 
ton 1100 semiauto into a selective-fire assault shotgun 
that will blow any other small arm off the map! This 
detailed manual has over 70 close-up photos, machin¬ 
ist’s drawings, and full scale templates The conversion 
process retains all original parts (except for safety) and 
can be accomplished with hand tools Only 11 new parts 
are required. Equipped with a ten-shot magazine and 
assault stock, your full auto 1100 will be a survivalist's 
shotgun without peer. 9 x 12, Ulus., softcover, 88 pp. 

$12.00 
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SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing —one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies 
of this terrifying and deadly mar¬ 
tial art. Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles of invisibility, co¬ 
vert entry, escape and evasion, 
assassination, sentry removal, 
meditation, mind clouding, and 
much more. A riveting, all-new 
selection. 5ft x 8ft, hardcover, 200 
photos, 168 pp. $16.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this new home workshop guide to convert your Mini 
into a selective-fire, silenced. SWAT-type weapon! Pro¬ 
vides complete workshop plans 50 close-up photos 
and full-scale templates. This conversion process re¬ 
quires no machining or special tools. Once completed, it 
takes just five minutes to drop in the Automatic Connec¬ 
tor (the book's secret!) or remove it as needed. Also 
includes detailed plans for a quick-arid-easy caliber .223 
silencer. The finest selective-fire conversion manual 
Paladin has ever published! 9 x 12. softcover, photos, 
templates, 72 pp. $12.00 



LIVE OFF THE LAND 
IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY 

by Ragnar Benson 
An all-new, practical guide written 
especially for survivalists and 
retreaters. Containing twenty 
chapters with over 100 photos and 
diagrams. Live Off the Land re¬ 
veals old Indian secrets and advice 
on survival medicine, firearms, 
preserving food,diesel generation 
and much more 5ft x 8ft, hard¬ 
cover. illus., 260 pp. $16.95 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic, targe-format guide to making an smg or pistol 
silencer in the home workshop. Over 50 9" x 12" working 
machinists drawings are presented, ail of superb quality 
Shows step-by-step construction for three different fire¬ 
arm silencers, all of very advanced design. Improvised 
materials and machining techniques are suggested, and 
the text is written clearly and concisely. An excellent 
addition to your silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Work¬ 
shop Silencers I is for entertainment and historical pur¬ 
poses only 9x12, softcover, illus., 72 pp. $12.00 



NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 

Want one more chance at life— 
with a "clean slate?" Trade in your 
old identity for a new start. Here is 
a step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you—with a birth certif¬ 
icate. passport, driver's license, 
Social Security number—all you 
need for breaking with your past. 
This is 1983, up-to-date info. Grab 
it! 5ft x 8 ft, softcover. illus., 120 pp. 

$10.00 


BARE KILLS 

by Oscar Diaz-Cobo 

Bare Kills Is based on the principle that a properly trained 
man is a living weapon. Oscar Diaz-Cobo has developed 
a dynamic training course on how to fight using dis¬ 
abling chokes and blows, efficient sentry removal tech¬ 
niques and specialized weapons kills. Over one hundred 
graphic photos and separate chapters provide step-by- 
step instruction on how to reach peak psychological and 
physical conditioning. Let the enemy start the fight; let 
the man trained in barehanded combat finish it. 5ft x 8ft, 
softcover, photos, 160 pp. $10.00 


U.5. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL 

With the help of this "sniper's bible," the famed U.S. 
Army snipers in Vietnam killed 1,187 VC in one-month 
period alone. Only 1.37 rounds were expended per kill, at 
an average range of 450 meters! An excellent source of 
information for not only target and sniping work, but also 
for the hunter, as it covers camouflage, shooting tech¬ 
niques and positions, correct lead, map and compass 
reading and the necessary equipment for survival in the 
field. Includes over 100 illustrations. Outdoorsmen, gun 
enthusiasts and prepared survivalists will want to read 
this unparalleled classic on sniping. 8ft x 11, softcover, 
illus., 196 pp $14.00 


GET EVEN 2 

More Dirty Tricks From The Master of Revenge 

Enemies beware! Here's the outrageous sequel to that 
underground best-seller . Get Even 1, Got Even 2 presents 
a wide range of ail-new dirty tricks people pull to get eve n 
with Big Business bums, footloose spouses, lousy 
landlords—rip-offs of all types. This inspiring volume is a 
product of public frustration—the little guys don’t have 
to take it any more! Some of the topics covered are utility 
companies, sweethearts, animals, lawyers, drugs, the 
military, mass transit, and dozens more. For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only, of course, 5ft x 8ft. hardcover, illus., 
170 pp. $11.95 


SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE HANDBOOK 

Successful reconnaissance depends on the motivation 
and training of the recon team. This new Paladin reprint 
details proven U.S. Army reconnaissance techniques, 
and patrolling methods that help bring your men back 
alive from the bush—where anything can happen. 
Scouting tactics, insertion and communication tech¬ 
niques, team organization, composition, equipment, and 
patrol planning are covered in depih. Special attention is 
devoted to air infiltration and exfiltration, tracking, and 
use of human senses to obtain combat intelligence. A 
must for the beginner. A refresher for the old-timer. 8 'A x 
11, softcover, charts, 122 pp. $12.00 



THE PERFECT CRIME 


and How to Commit It 

by Dr. P. /eke/ 

Reveals tales of unsolved crimes 
and dispels the myth that crime 
doesn't pay. Arsonists, shoplifters, 
jewel thieves, murderers, and top 
criminalists contributed to this 
startling expose of crime and crim¬ 
inals. Dr. Jekel dissects and ana¬ 
lyzes crimes of fraud, forgery, 
arson, and of course—murder. 5ft 
x 8ft. hardcover, 208 pp. $14.95 


BLADE MASTER 

Advanced Survival Skills for the Knife Fighter 

by John Sanchez 

Here is a training manual that can transform the average 
knife jockey into a knife master. Learn the fighting 
secrets of knife masters—the assassination art of the 
Samurai, the double knife style of the ancient Chinese, 
the moves of the deviant strategist, plus techniques for 
the solo knife trainer. Topics include target construction, 
advanced info on knife techniques, and more. 5ft x 8ft, 
illus., softcover, 96 pp. $8.00 


BLACK MEDICINE I, II, & III 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Vol. I, Dark Art of Death—thorough and intriguing dis¬ 
cussion of the human body’s 140 vital points 
VoL II, Weapons At Hand— 112 parts of the body that are 
natural weapons, plus 180 deadly makeshift weapons. 
Vol. Ill, Low Blows—Mashiro’s favorite, devastating 
techniques. Lethal responses to wrist holds, punches, 
chokes, rear attacks, bear hugs, knives, and clubs. 

Vol. I: 5ft x 8ft, softcover. photos, 88 pp. $10.00 

Vol. II: 5ft x 8ft, softcover. photos. 88 pp $10.00 

Vol. Ill: 5ft x 8ft, softcover. photos. 128 pp. $10.00 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting 
force. Covers SEAL weapons, sur¬ 
vival, communications, diving, first 
aid, demolitions, and more. 8ft x 
11, softcover. illus.. 240 pp. $11.95 


MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 

Explains how to use primitive traps to catch and kill that 
most dangerous animal Man. Ragnar Benson, well 
known as Ihe author of Survival Poaching, has based 
this gut-wrenching book on his persona! mantrappirg 
experiences in Africa. North and South America, and 
Cuba. You have to see this one to believe it! Details 
plans for over a dozen ingenious mantraps, such as the 
Malaysian Hawk, the Andes Mountain Trail Trap, and 
the Cuban Water Trap. A must for retreaters. 5ft x 8ft. 
softcover, illus., 68 pp. $10.00 



































WEAPONS 


SURVIVAL 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 


HENLEY'S BOOK OF FORMULAS *..... $14.95 

SURVIVAL USAF MANUAL 64-5.$ 8.00 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS*.. . $9.95 
NEVER SAY DIE .... .... ...... ... $ 8.00 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING FOR 

WOMEN...... . ... ..... $ 5.95 

U.S. ARMY SURVIVAL MANUAL.$12.00 

BASIC COLD WEATHER MANUAL..... $10.00 

SURVIVALISTS MEDICINE CHEST.$ 5.95 

SURVIVAL GUNS *. $ 9.95 

THE SURVIVOR VOL. 1 *.$11.00 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE ... . $ 5.95 

URBAN ALERT!.$12.95 

ALIVE IN THE DESERT... .... $ 8.00 

SURVIVING DOOMSDAY *.. $ 7.95 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING..$ 7.95 

BROWN’S ALCOHOL COOKBOOK.... $ 9.95 
EVERYMAN’S GUIDE TO FINANCIAL 

SURVIVAL ....... .$11.95 

EATING CHEAP . ..,...$ 8.00 

CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL..... $ 5.95 

TAPPAN ON SURVIVAL*. $ 7.95 


LOCKSMITHING 

COMPLETE GUIDE TO LOCK PICKING $ 7.95 


LOCK PICKING SIMPLIFIED.$ 4.95 

INVOLUNTARY REPOSSESSION ... . $10.95 

LOCK PICK DESIGN MANUAL . . $ 6.00 

LOCKS PICKS & CLICKS .......$ 5.95 

LOCKOUT .. $ 6.00 

POLICE GUIDE TO LOCK PICKING ... $ 6.00 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

TOTAL RESISTANCE.. $14.95 

AMBUSH & COUNTER AMBUSH ,.....$ 5.00 
GUERRILLA WARFARE ...... .. $ 6.00 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

RANGER HANDBOOK.’.$ 8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK. . $ 8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE 
HANDBOOK . . $14.95 

RHODESIAN LEADER’S GUIDE $ 8.00 

PATROLLING & TRACKING .... . $ 5.00 

RHODESIAN SAS COMBAT 

MANUAL...$14.95 

THE SCOUT. $ 5.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
SOLDIER ....... $10.00 

REAL SOLDIERS OF FORTU NE. ....... $12.95 

WOMEN AT WAR. ......$ 6.00 

GERMAN COMBAT WEAPONS OF 
WWII ... $ 12.95 

ALLIED VS AXIS AIRCRAFT. ....... $ 6^95 

TANKS ARE MIGHTY FINE THINGS.... $ 5.95 

GERMAN TANK & ANTITANK ... $12.50 

U.S. SINGLE SHOT MARTIAL 

PISTOLS. ...$ 5.00 

TANKS & ARMORED VEHICLES.$12.95 

U.S. CARTRIDGE COMPANY’S COLLECTION 
OF FIREARMS ..$ 6.00 


SELF-DEFENSE 

DEATH DEALER’S MANUAL.$10.00 

FLEXIBLE WEAPONS. .$ 8.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL 

DEFENSE.. ...... ..$ 5.00 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW .... $ 12.95 

GET TOUGH .. ... .$12.95 

COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS.$ 5.00 

FIREARMS SELF-DEFENSE....$19.95 

ARE YOU A TARGET? *.$ 9.95 

SUBWAY SURVIVAL *..$ 7.95 

DO OR DIE ..*.$ 8.95 

BELOW THE BELT ..$ 14.95 

SAVE YOUR LIFE DEFENSE 

HANDBOOK *...$ 7.95 

MANUALS ON MAYHEM*............. $ 6.00 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 2 
THE HANDGUN.. ....... $10.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 1 

THE SUBMACHINE GUN.....$10.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 1 ... . $12.00 

THE SHOTGUN IN COMBAT . $ 6.95 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 2 . $12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 3 . . $12.00 

QUICK OR DEAD . .... $ J 2.95 

IMPROVISED MODIFIED FIREARMS ... $19.95 

EXOTIC WEAPONS .*.. . $ 9.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL MANUAL... $14.95 

IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 
AMERICAN UNDERGROUND ...... $ 6.95 

TM 9-1005-211-12 PISTOL CALIBER 45 

AUTO.. ..$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM . $ 5.00 
TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE M16 5.56 MM .. $ 5.00 
IMPROVISED MUNITIONS SYSTEMS .. $ 6.00 

TM CARBINE CALIBER 30....$ 5.00 

FULL AUTO VOL. 1 (AR-15). . $ 4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL. 3 (MAC 10). $ 4.95 

COMBAT FLAME OPERATIONS.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-222-35P RIFLE Ml 

CALIBER 30.$ 5.00 

FULL AUTO VOL. 2 (UZI). $ 4.95 

U.S. & SOVIET TANK KILLERS.... $ 5.00 

TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL .30 .... $ 5.00 


POLICE SCIENCE 

SWAT TEAM MANUAL....... $12.00 

DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
TRAINING MANUAL ......... .$14.95 

KILL OR GET KILLED _____ $ 19.95 

THE DEADLY ROUTINE .. $14.95 

TRAINING THE GUNFIGHTER ... $24.95 

DEA NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR’S 

MANUAL... $50.00 

THEY SHOOT TO KILL. $14.95 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED 

OPERATIONS. . $19.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

HANDGUNNING . .......... .....$12.95 

POLICE GUIDE TO BOMB SEARCH 

TECHNIQUES. ... $12.95 

PREVENTION OF TERROR CRIMES . $ 5.00 


SPIES & CLANDESTINE WAR 

PAPER TRIP 2 *.. $14.95 

POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND*. .*.*...$15.00 

BLACK BAG OWNER’S MANUAL 

VOL. 3.,.$ 8.00 

PAPER TRIP 1*. $12.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC 

EAVESDROPPING *........ . $ 9.95 

BLACK BAG OWNER’S MANUAL 

VOL. 2 . ...... $ 8.00 

BLACK BAG OWNER’S MANUAL 

VOL. 1 . ... ..... $ 8.00 

CIA FLAPS & SEALS MANUAL. . $ 6.95 

BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION. $10.00 

ASSASSINATION THEORY 

PRACTICE... $10.00 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK *.. $12.00 


BLOODY IRON.$ 8.95 

COLD STEEL .. .$12.95 

BASIC MANUAL OF KNIFE 

FIGHTING.. .$ 5.00 

CLOSE SHAVES*. ..$ 8.00 

KNIFE DIGEST HARD COVER ...... $12.95 


MARTIAL ARTS 

BOOK OF THE NINJA ........$ 9.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE 

WEAPONS.$14*95 

SECRETS OF KENPO KARATE *. . $ 9.95 

TANG SOO DO .....$ 8.00 

JU-JUTSU & JUDO .. ..$ 6.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF 

TAEKWON DO FORMS. ... $14.95 

EXPLOSIVES & DEMOLITION 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK 

BOOK VOL. 1.... ... ..$ 9.95 

BOOBYTRAPS.. .. .. $ 8.00 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK 
BOOK VOL. 2. . .,..$ 9.95 

HI-LOW BOOM*. ,$ 6.00 

OSS SABOTAGE & DEMOLITION 

MANUAL. ... ....... $15.95 

UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM 

MANUAL. .... ...$12.95 

THE CHEMISTRY OF POWDER & 

EXPLOSIVES *. $12.00 

CIA FIELD EXPEDIENT PREPARATION OF 

BLACK POWDERS .. .. $ 4.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK 

BOOK VOL. 3.. .. ....$14.95 

ELEMENTS OF EXPLOSIVE 

PRODUCTION.$ 5.00 

USMC DESTRUCTION BYDEMOLITION $14.95 

SNIPING & MARKSMANSHIP 

PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL... $ 8.00 

SNIPING U.S. MARINE CORPS ..$ 7.95 

LIMITED WAR SNIPING . . $17.95 


SILENCERS 

SILENCERS FOR HAND FIREARMS.$11.95 

FIREARM SILENCERS VOL. 1 .... $ 7.95 

QUIET KILLERS VOL. 1 .. . $ 8.00 

SILENCERS PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL. 2 ..... $12.95 

QUIET KILLERS VOL.2 ............... . $ 8.00 

FIREARM SILENCERS VOL. 2. $12.95 

SILENCERS SNIPERS & ASSASSINS.$17.95 

FOREIGN SILENCER PATENTS.$15.00 

SILENCERS PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 
VOL. 1.....$12.95 


MONEY & FREEDOM 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING 


PLACES. . $ 4.95 

PRIVACY HOW TO GET IT ?.... . $ 12.95 

DON’T BECOME THE VICTIM. ...,$ 6.00 



TERRORISM 


LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS_ 

HOW TERRORISTS KILL . 
CRIMSON WEB OF TERROR 

$14.95 

.$14.95 

1 

Bill my; □ VISA 

rarrl bin 

□ MasterCard Exp. Date 


SUBTOTAL 

THE HOSTAGE TAKERS. ...... 

..$12.00 

1 

NAME 



Please include 

GETAWAY DRIVING 

TECHNIQUES FOR ESCAPE* .... 
POLITICAL KIDNAPPING . 

$ 6.00 

1 




*2 postage 
and handling. 

■ 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

TOTAL 


*ND Books. **Not Available in Canada. 









































































































































































FLAK 



DW/MIA 
SPECIAL... 


The following comments were excerp¬ 
ted from the many letters received in re¬ 
sponse to our POW/MIA Special. SOF 
thanks all who have given us feedback and 
support for our effort. Readers who have 
not yet read this special may obtain a copy 
by sending $3.50 to SQF , Dept. Gritz , 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder ; CO 80306. 

I salute you and your excellent staff for 
the Spring 1983 POW/MIA special issue, 
covering in detail the Bo Gritz story. I do 
not know of any other publication that 
made such an effort to set the record 
straight, especially without financial 
advertising support. 

The recent operations of Gritz could not 
have been more poorly timed. Last 
September, I was one of a four-member 
delegation to Vietnam and Laos, spon¬ 
sored by the National League of Families 
and contributions from family members. 
After many years of lockjaw, a stalemate 
was broken and some progress was evi¬ 
dent. That has all been seriously damaged, 
and we are now trying to get things back 
on track. 

The Laotian government cannot under¬ 
stand why, if the Gritz foray was not sup¬ 
ported by our government, he wasn’t pro¬ 
secuted upon arrival in the United States. 
They don’t understand our system of jus¬ 
tice — and they certainly are not alone in 
that. 

I would like to warn everyone against 
the opportunists who raise money for so- 
called “clandestine” operations, with 
enormous pre-publicity. 

No one wants more than I to get our men 
out of Southeast Asia at the earliest possi¬ 
ble time, alive or dead. But if anyone 
thinks that type operation will succeed, I 
advise them to look into other historic 
scams such as the Clifford Irving inter¬ 
views of Howard Hughes, or the more 
recent Hitler diaries. 

Again, thank you, Bob Brown, for an 
exceptional piece of investigative report¬ 
ing and for your long dedication to the 
return of our men whom you personally 
served with in Southeast Asia. That de¬ 
dication must also be told someday! 
George L. Brooks 
Chairman of the Board 
National League of Families 

I wish to point out that Bo Gritz would 
not have been permitted to wear his uni¬ 
form had the trial taken place in a United 
States court, either. Retired military per¬ 
sonnel cannot suit up willy-nilly when the 
whim strikes them. 

The absence of advertising in the spe¬ 
cial issue suggests a sincere rather than 
commercial interest in the subject matter. 

I suggest that you discuss with J.P. Hager- 
strom, Col., USAF (Ret.), what happens 
to those that effectively meddle in the 
foreign relations of the United States with¬ 


out State Department approval and the 
POW/MIA issue is exactly that. 

Richard Henderson 
San Diego, California 


I hope your readers appreciate the enor¬ 
mous task that was involved in resear¬ 
ching your POW/MIA special issue. It is 
certainly a Fine job of investigative report¬ 
ing. 

I know that I can speak for the entire 
national staff and board of directors of 
Project Freedom in commending you for 
the effort and congratulating you for final¬ 
ly bringing to the light of day the truth 
about the escapades of those who have 
brought considerable harm to the cause of 
obtaining a full accounting of all our mis¬ 
sing and long-forgotten POWs and MI As. 

We thank you. 

Michael J. Blair 
Director of Public Affairs 
Project Freedom, 

For All American POWs/MIAs 

I’d like to know if SOF ever spoke to 
anyone who believed Col. Gritz was any¬ 
thing less than a looney: It certainly 
doesn’t appear that way. I can’t believe 
that all these ranking officers quoted be¬ 
lieve that he is only a detriment to the 
cause of these missing Americans, a thorn 
in the side of their families, and so on. I 
personally know a number of POW/MIA 
families, some National League of Fami¬ 
lies members and some not, who both 
respect and admire the efforts of Col. 
Gritz and the others who participated in 
the efforts to extricate either prisoners or 
information. 

Walt Farmer 
San Antonio, Texas 

No. That is no one with verifiable 
credentials in Special Operations or any¬ 
one with extensive knowledge of the 
POW/MIA issue spoke positively about 
“Operation LazarusWe talked with 
hundreds of people; some we contacted, 
some contacted us. We are aware that 
Gritz had supporters but his supporters 
and fellow team members didn't return 
calls. We also talked with Gritz but he 


declined to answer specific questions. — 
The Eds. 

I have just read, non-stop, your special 
on MIA/POWs. It was very well put 
together. But do you really expect the DIA 
or USG to say, “Sure we asked Gritz to 
run around Laos looking for people we 
said do not exist”? 

Roy Rodriguez 
Lake Helen, Florida 

While we are well aware of the “de¬ 
ni ability ’ ’ process, in this particular case 
we don *t think it was at work. The govern¬ 
ment has launched previous attempts to 
check out possible PO W si tes in Laos. The 
sanctioned operations that have been 
undertaken bear no resemblance what¬ 
soever to “Operation Lazarus ," which 
the government correctly referred to as 
“guerrilla theater. " ft is possible that a 
low-level government agent provided 
some “black" assistance , something we 
suspect he now regrets. — The Eds. 

I am a proud former Marine and I am an 
American first, last and always. I want to 
support any effort made to get my brothers 
back. What Gritz did is succumb to his 
own bullshit belief and his own “hero” 
status. I know many unrecognized heroes 
that would make Gritz look like a Boy 
Scout. Anyone who went into the bush is a 
hero in my opinion. 

I am glad that you have exposed Gritz 
and I hope that people will not support him 
again. The job may take the type of action 
he has attempted, but let’s leave it to com¬ 
petent men. 

Larry Muncy 
Houston, Texas 

Col. Gritz’s methods and preparations 
may have been questionable, but it is un¬ 
fair to label him a huckster. Gritz’s opera¬ 
tions have succeeded in keeping the POW/ 
MIA issue alive and he has accomplished 
more than the government for this cause. 
These efforts make Gritz a hero in my 
book. 

William Nueske 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Continued on page 20 
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iOHN LAfTIN 


TTmlTHE 

IfALKLANDS 


FALK LANDS!. 


gOLDW aN 


An authentic, no-holds-barred book about 
black-of-night firefights, snafued patrols, 
full-pitched jungle battles, drunken brawls. 
And what the war did to Viet vets, and to us 


THE US. 

ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


small umr 
ACTUM IH 


PAWNS* 
O F WAR: 


^ Vivid, powerful, 

harrowing! 480 pages. 
$15.95 in publisher’s edition 




MISSION 

MJA. 


LONGEST 

WAR 

Israel 

in 

Lebanon 


Ihussfi l 
1SPUHH 


SECURITY 


Rirtress 

WITHOUT 


Values up lo $75.85 
irr Publishers' Editions! 


►ATTLtSIlIP 

h, 7 

C. \tivw, 


SILENCE WAS XMAPOK 


Stuart A.Hcrringlon 


llri'ifn II 


Jacobo 

Timerman 


PIUS ANY 

3 BOOKS C1O0 
FOR 90 


How the Club works: 

You’ll receive your 3 books for 980 (plus shipping and handling) and 
your free book and map after your application for membership is 
accepted. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, 
once accepted as a member, if you are not satisfied, return the 3 
books within 10 days at Club expense. Your membership will be 
cancelled and you'll owe nothing. The free book and map are yours to 
keep in any case. About every 4 weeks (14 times a year), you’ll 
receive, free, the Club's magazine describing the coming Selec¬ 
tions) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year you may 
receive offers of special selections, always at discounts off pub¬ 
lishers’ prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do nothing; it 
will be shipped to you automatically. If you want an Alternate, or no 
book at all, indicate your preference on the order form and return it 
by the date specified. That date allows you 10 days to decide. If you 
receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 10 days, 
return it at Club expense and owe nothing. Once you’ve purchased 
just 4 books during you* ttafc. 2. at taembership, you may 
continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at any time. There is a 
shipping and handling charge on all books shipped. The Military 
Book Club offers its own complete hardbound editions, sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses, saving you even more. 

33 * Explicit sex, violence and language. 


Club editions save you up to 30% off 
the publishers’ list prices quoted above. 



Plus this 
full-color 
19 "x 25 " 
Vietnam 
map FREE 

with membership 


' Military Book Club 0 

I Dept. ER-150, Garden City, N.Y 11530 

J Please accept my application for membership in the Military Book 
Club and send me the 3 books whose numbers I have printeo in the 
j boxes below. Bill me only 980 plus shipping and handling for the 3 
o books, t understand that I need buy only 4 more books at regular 
0 low Club prices during the first 2 years of my membership to 
I complete my commitment. My membership will be subject to the 
J terms and conditions presented in this ad. Also send me Charlie 
J Company and a strategy map. 

No-risk guarantee:!? not delighted after examining my 3 selec- 
0 tions, I may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My 
D membership will be cancelled and I will owe nothing. Charlie 
D Company and the map are mine to keep in any case. 


FREE 

BOOK 




Note: tf you already own Charlie Company, please choose another title foryour 
tree book. 

Mr. 

Ms, 

Mrs, 

Address 

(Ple-ase print} 


Citv __ 


State Zip 


Members accepted in the U.S. A. and Canada only. Canadian members wili be 
serviced from Canada. Offer slightly different in Canada. _ M 
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O LD loyalties and sentiment aside, 
my H&K 91 is about my favorite 
rifle. It’s ugly, heavy and has a less-than- 
match trigger, but it’s reliable, comfort¬ 
able, and chambers more different kinds 
of ammo with less complaint than any 
other .308 I’ve got. The only problem is 
that I need optics for top accuracy. 

The H&K scope mount is simple, rug¬ 
ged, and tends to stay zeroed when re¬ 
moved and reattached, but it doesn’t 
work for all optical sights. The standard 
30mm mount is $180, adapters for one- 
inch tubes are $22, and you need a third 
piece of equipment for Aimpoints. The 
rail mount for other optical sights is 
another $150, and it doesn’t work with 
many new optical sights. 

A.R.M.S. Company {Dept SOF, 230 
W. Center St., West Bridgewater, MA 
02379, phone: [617]584-7816) makes 
a mount for H&K assault rifles that fits 
nearly everything. The Swan Scope 
Base retails for $145 and will accept the 
Aimpoint, Armson OEG, Single Point, 
many of the currently available night vi¬ 
sion units, and the Leatherwood ARTI1/ 
MPC. Furthermore, the Swan Scope 
Base will accept Weaver-type scope 
rings, and thus mount conventional one- 
inch scopes. 

The Swan mount is solid steel in your 
choice of Parkerized or black chromate 
finish. It grips the receiver cover firmly at 
six points, cammed in place by a low- 
positioned snag-free lever. Attachment 
closely resembles that of the H&K 
mount. 


Swan Scope Bases are cheaper and 
more versatile than the H&Ks, and they 
hold zero when moved just as well as 
their German counterparts. Also, it 
seems that — for the time being, at least 
— the Swans are more readily available 
than the H&Ks. 


I PSC shooting strives to preserve real¬ 
ism in competition, and that is 
emphasized in the holster regulations. 
Still, some people manage to come up 
with competition rigs that would serve 
little practical use as everyday working 
gunleather. Frank Behlert makes hols¬ 
ters that work for both. Behlert Custom 
Guns, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 227, 
Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852), makes 
and sells a full line of practical and com¬ 
petitive custom holsters, but two of the 
most interesting models are the Ultra- 
Hideout and the Champion. 

Inside the pants, the hand-molded 
Ultra-Hideout comfortably secures a pis¬ 
tol while the gunman’s clothes help 
smooth the weapon’s outline for easy- 
access concealment A built-in sight pro¬ 
tector smoothes the draw and special 
internal contours permit use with round¬ 
ed, squared and hooked trigger guards. 
Its adjustable belt-loop allows the shoo¬ 
ter to tune the Ultra-Hideout for his best 
draw angle in crossdraw or strong-side 
wear. 

The Champion is a more convention¬ 
al outside-the-pants holster. It, too, is 
made of hand-molded leather for a vari¬ 
ety of handguns. Tension adjustment 
attached to a reinforced top-band makes 
this a secure rig for work or contests. 
Although the Champion’s regular belt 
carry is not usually associated with con¬ 
cealment, this holster, with its good de¬ 
sign and careful craftsmanship, effec¬ 
tively masks and slims the profile of a 
pistol. 

Behlert will send a complete catalog of 
custom holsters for three dollars. For 
work or sport, his products are good 
investments. ^ 


TO: SECRET FOX ENTERPRISES 

30 RHOADES AVE., E. WALPOLE, MA 02032 

Please specify print and size S, M, L, or XL. Allow 4-6 weeks delivery. 

Styles available: MAC-V; Agent Orange; Vietnam Veterans Memorial; 

32nd Marines/Beirut, Lebanon 1982; Falkland Islands 1982, Afghanistan 1982. 



COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 


Scope Scoops 

Holster Hints 




by Ken Hackathorn 


Slick and strong: Behlert’s 
Ultra-Hideout (left) and Champion. 
Photo: Ken Hackathorn 


High-tech accuracy with H&K 93 
and Leatherwood ART combination 
linked by new Swan Scope Base. 
Photo: Ken Hackathorn 



MILITARY C0MMEM0RATIVES 

FINEST SILK SCREEN 

SEND: 1150 

I I (INCL. POST. & HAND.) 
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Learn at Home in Spare Time 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 


4 


MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary 


IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramatically...ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 

THEM HOW TO DO IT! The men you shoot 
with will scarcely believe their eyes when they 
witness your sensationally improved shooting ac¬ 
curacy. (You may even have trouble believing it 
yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, it’s part of 
your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 
The way you do it is the simple application of 
revealing new information concerning ballistics 
that is explained with a simple, easy-to-understand 
chart that accompanies your 
first lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens crt 
inside tips and gun secrets 
that will be revealed to you 
as you progress through 
this exciting course. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI¬ 
NESS. Gun repair, cus¬ 
tom ammo-making, sporter- 
izing, custom stocking, 
sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, 
at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you 
need to become that expert. 

We do not know how many 
of our graduates ha ve 
started their owfw^gun ^ 
shops, but we have letters 
on file from some who have. 

And we’ll send you the re¬ 
sults of a survey 
showing employ¬ 
ment success of 
Our graduates. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 




TOP-FLIGHT GUN “PRO’S” TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 
You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and auto¬ 
matic. We take the mystery out of ballistics. Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock infetting, fit¬ 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License tc buy and sell guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without mventory...while you 
are still a student at North American. This means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi¬ 
ately-bordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

Everything Explained in Easy-To-Urcder- 
stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 

Follow Explanations include photos, 
diagrams, drawings and charts. We send 
/ou all the tools you need so you actually 
earn by doing as ypu follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs, bargain bulletins, re¬ 
quirements for Federal Firearms License. 

Special Tools and Equipment Included 

You get precision gauges, fine gunsmith’s 
screwdrivers, honing stones, checkering 
tools, plus much, much more 

^ FIRST FOLD HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY 
when you mail this ENTIRE 
Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail— Fpld Ad in the following manner: 


1. Remove entire page— 3. 
tear or cut on dotted line 
to left 4. 

2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 
Tape or glue the 3 
open sides and drop 
in the mall box today. 



CUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Covers everything you ever wanted to know 
about guns. Gives you the start you need to 
go into your own business or apply for a 
good job. 





GUN SALES 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 


SALES, IMPORTING-ACCUP 


| TROUBLE-SHOOTING 1 j AfdKfl 

and MUCH, MUCH MORE MONEY 1 

/ iv/rw 

There are more than 20 million hunters plus 

more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 

owners in the U.S. Dept. RS073 
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CHARLIE COMPANY: What Viet¬ 
nam Did to Us. By Peter Goldman and 
Tony Fuller. William Morrow & Co., 
105 Madison Ave., New York, NY 
10016. 1983. 358 pp. 42 photos. $15.95. 
Review by Bill Brooks. 

P ETER Goldman and Tony Fuller are 
reporters for Newsweek Magazine. 
They interviewed 65 members of Co. C, 
2d Bn., 28th Infantry Rgt,, ‘‘Black 
Lions,” 1st Infantry Div., who served in 
Vietnam in 1968 and 1969. These inter¬ 
views offered many of the men the first 
chance they had to recount their experi¬ 
ences during their tour in ’Nam. 

Most of their recollections revolve 
around sad accounts of misdirected fire 
fights, snafued ambushes and unnecessary 
casualties in a war they perceived as being 
led by concerned, but ill-trained, NCOs 
and unconcerned ticket-punching offic¬ 
ers. 

Motivated by duty, the men tell of a war 
where the only goal was survival, They 
tell of shared misery and the reality of a 
combat soldier’s life. They were soldiers 
whose lives depended on the skills of their 
comrades. Charlie Company is a mov¬ 
ing, disturbing examination of what these 
65 men saw, did and felt — and most 
importantly what their experiences did to 
them when they returned home. 

They left Sumter and Sioux Falls, 
Obumwa and Kalamazoo largely without 
question and did what their country asked 
them to do, waging infantry war that taxed 
their bodies, abraded their souls — and 
came to have no purpose beyond indi¬ 
vidual survival. Their having been sent to 
an unpopular war and received home in 
abashed silence made them victims of in¬ 
difference, victims denied the debt of hon¬ 
or a nation owes its soldiers, who were 
burdened instead with its shame, whether 
for having waged the war or for having 
been defeated in it. Their travail was what 
Vietnam did to them. Our silence is what it 
has {lone to us. 

Elite units have one great redeeming 
characteristic — they have will, the will to 
fight and the will to die. An unbreakable 
will, that even radiates in defeat — a 
square-shouldered look in the eye that tells 
your captors you are still as good as they 


IN 

REVIEW 


and you gave as good as you got. To defeat 
an adversary' you must break his will. 

In Charlie Co. there were soldiers with 
will, but the will was lacking in the nation 
and, more sadly, in the Army’s lead¬ 
ership. Charlie Company is a condemna¬ 
tion of the U.S. Army in Vietnam because 
the will had been gone before some of 
these pathetic individuals set foot in- 
country. I love every man in this book but 
I thank God I was not in Charlie Com¬ 
pany. 



COUNTERING 

INDUSTRIAL 

ESPIONAGE 


Peter Heims 


COUNTERING INDUSTRIAL ESPI¬ 
ONAGE, By Peter A. Heims. 20th Cen¬ 
tury Security Education, Ltd., 293 
Kingston Rd., Leatherwood, Surrey, 
KT22 7NJ, England. 1982. 290 pp. 
$32.00 U.S. overseas air mail. Review 
by John Metzger. 

I NDUSTRIAL espionage is theft, “but 
is usually a more complicated affair 
than merely putting your hand into some¬ 
body’s pocket,” says internationally- 
known security expert Peter Heims in his 
book, Countering Industrial Espio¬ 
nage. 

The stealing of secrets has flourished in 
our increasingly complex world, and is 
more of a problem than ever — especially 
with the incredible level of sophistication 
attained by industrial spies. In a concise 
text, Heims tells us just how universal 


industrial espionage is, how it is growing 
in scope and sophistication, the methods 
used and how these can be countered. The 
book is a must to anyone involved in in¬ 
dustrial security work who is concerned 
with keeping his firm’s secrets safe. 

Examples and actual accounts showing 
the tremendous spread of business spying 
is covered — everything from investigat¬ 
ing methods to legitimate sources of com¬ 
petitive intelligence. This extremely de¬ 
tailed book has nine appendices and is 
divided into three parts: Part 1, “The 
Threat,” defines industrial espionage, 
and gets right into the methods of secret¬ 
stealing, from cameras to computers; Part 
2, “Prevention and Cure,” covers the 
security-related formation of company 
policy and “vetting” (the process of in¬ 
quiring into the character and background 
of employees in which Heims goes into 
the techniques of personal investigation 
and the use of the polygraph); Part 3 de¬ 
scribes industrial espionage and the law in 
the United Kingdom, the United States 
and the European Economic Community, 

Some of the instances in which indust¬ 
rial security was endangered may well sur¬ 
prise some readers. Highlights mentioned 
in the book include attempts by French 
customs officials to steal secrets through 
Swiss bank accounts, efforts to ^teal a 
company’s chocolate-making secrets, the 
battle to safeguard design secrets from 
“fashion thieves,” how undertakers steal 
each others secrets, the KGB and indust¬ 
rial spies, the exchange of industrial spies 
for military spies, qualifications of the 
professional industrial spy, and the use 
and counteruse of bugs, cameras and com¬ 
puters. 

Heims combines in readable form a 
general background and history for the 
whole subject, supported by a wealth of 
up-to-date information as to the techni¬ 
ques employed and the steps which com¬ 
panies, individuals and organizations can 
and should take to protect their interests 
from industrial espionage. Heims concen¬ 
trates on how to counter would-be 
saboteurs and spies in their attempts to 
damage and steal secrets of processes, 
production plans, ideas and sources of 
materials, labor and information. Dam¬ 
ages done by industrial espionage are 
often irretrievable and this book tells how 
to protect a company’s interests and bring 
the culprits to book^ 
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The New PflRELLGX 

VCORPORATION 


BRAND NEW PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCKS 
for your Ruger 10/22® and M-1 CARBINE. They are made of durable 
American walnut and tough ordnance steel. Just swing the stock up 
and it locks firm and tight. Push the side buttons and it folds away for 
full use of the pistol grip. And it only takes a few minutes to install. 
Regularly sells for $69.95 NOW Only $49.95 

Stock only; gun not included. 

31022 Paratrooper Folding Stock Ruger 10/22. 

31000 G.l. Paratrooper Folding Stock, fits G.l. National 
Ordnance, Federal Ordnance, Iver Johnson and 
all G.l. Carbines. 

310U0 Paratrooper Folding Stock for Universal Firearms 
Corp. Carbine. 


Paratrooper 
Folding 
Stock 


GUN 

SCREWDRIVER 

KIT 


Gun repairs or modifications are easy with the right 
tools. Make sure you're prepared with this handy 
screwdriver kit. Contains 14 interchangeable types 
and sizes of screwdrivers plus the ratchet and exten¬ 
sion. Comes in a pocket sized 4V2* x 6" sturdy vinyl 

racp 

46005 $19.95 


□ SEND CATALOG ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 

□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed INCLUDE 5.25% SALES TAX 
CHARGE TO MY: □ Mastercard □ Visa 


LL 












EXP. 

DATE 


SHIPPING 

TAX 

TOTAL 


S3.00 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS- 


CITY_ 

©Parellex Corporation 1983 


_STATE. 


.PHONE. 


ACCESSORIES FOR THE RUGER® MINI-14® RIFLE 


RM1 Rear Sight Tool for adjusting 

windage and elevation . .. $ 9.95 

RM2 Match Rear Sight, installs easily $ 9.95 

RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel . . $14.95 

RMS Flash Hider, Stainless Steel . $19.95 

RM7 Ventilated Handguard ... $ 9.95 

33000 20-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Blue $ 9.95 

33002 30-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Blue . $12.95 

33003 40-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Blue $24.95 

33000N 20-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Nickel. . $12.95 

33002N 30-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Nickel $14.95 

33003N 40-shol magazine for Mini-14, 

Nickel $29.95 

B107 Manual on the Mini-14. .. $ 4.95 


Weaver Mount Base System for Mini-14. Complete 


rings and base. No drilling or tapping. 

60W0244 Stainless . , $39.95 

60W0243 Blue . . . $29.95 

663A 4 power Tasco scope for your 

Mini-14. 32 mm $39.95 


ACCESSORIES FOR THE RUGER 10/22® 
RIFLES & CARBINES 


33204 

25-shot magazine for 10/22 

$24.95 

30052 

50-shot drum magazine for 



10/22 

$34.95 

60W112 

Weaver 1* see thru mount for 



10/22. No drilling or tapping 

$14.95 

30050 

Flash Hider for 10/22 .. 

$14.95 

30040 

Sling ...... .. 

$ 4.95 

663A 

4 power Tasco scope for your 



Ruger 10/22. 32 mm . . .. 

$39.95 


Law Entarcement/Miiitary Gun Case for Mini-14, 
Ruger 10/22 or M-1 Carbine. Holds extra clips or 
accessories. 

31-363 O.D. Green. .$24.95 

31-663 Woodland Camo . . $24.95 

31-863 S.W.A.T. Black. $24.95 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR 
MONEY BACK 


Call Toll-Free 1*800-323-3233 

(Illinois, Alaska and Hawaii call 1-312-776*1150) 

Mastercard and Visa orders only 


M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 
30000 Jungle Clip 60-round 

(Clips 2 30-shot mags 

together) ...$ 4.95 

30002 Sling & Oiler. .... $ 4.95 

30004 Scope Mount, requires no 

drilling or tapping 
w/rings $19.95 

30006 Piston Nut Wrench . .. $ 3.95 
30008 Muzzle Brake—Reduces 

recoil and muzzle jump $14.95 

30010 M-1 Flash Hider .$14.95 

30012 Ventilated Steel 

Handguard ........$ 6.95 

30016 5-shot Magazine .......$ 3.00 

30018 15-shot Magazine .... $ 3.00 

30020 30-shot Magazine . $ 5.00 

30024 30-shct Magazine 

Pouch —holds 2 or 4 
30-shot mags . .... $ 6.95 

70024 Genuine G.l. M4 Carbine 
bayonet with M8A1 
Self-Sharpening 
Sheath... ..... $29.95 

8115 M-1 Carbine Technical 

Manual .... . $ 5.95 

663A 4 power Tasco Scope for 
your M-1 Carbine. 

32 mm ..$39.95 

30011 Bayonet Lug, M-1 _$ 9.95 


^CORPORATION 

Please send: 

QTY. NUMBER 


(~) Dept. 200,1285 Mark Street, Bensenville, Illinois 60106 

Free catalog with every order (Only $2.00 if you are not ordering) 


DESCRIPTION 


PRICE 
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WE’VE 
GOTYOU 
COVERED 

3 GREAT WAYS! 

Get in close to game undetected. 
Blend into your surroundings— 
naturally-with Hunter’s Specialties’ full 
line of quality camouflage products. 
Fool that wary Buck or Of Tom with 
our easy-to-use products. 



“CAMO COMPAC”® 
With Built-In Mirror 


Unbreakable case 
and metal mirror. 
Contains 5 long- 
lasting “no-glare” 
colors: Mud Brown. 

Flat Black, Bark 
Gray, Forest Green, 
and Leaf Green. 
Fits easily into 
your shirt pocket. 


CMWCOMPtt* cMfiUfUJGf 


“CAMO CREME" 
Tube Make-Up Kit 
Three “no sweat” 
colors won’t come 
off in rain or pers¬ 
piration, yet wash 
off easily with 
soap and water. 
Won't crack! 

Flat Black, Mud 
Brown, and Leaf 
Green. Kit or 
separate tubes. 




“NO MAR" Original 
Camo Tape 
Leaves no adhesive 
residue; won’t sep¬ 
arate. Adheres to 
firearms over 
WD-40! Protects 
finishes while 
it blends them 
into surround¬ 
ings. 4-Color 
rs. Brown or 
Green Camo 
Pattern and 
Winter White. 2" x 20' rolls. 


No matter how you apply it, Hunter’s 
has you covered. Send for FREE cata¬ 
log and name of dealer in your area. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


HUNTER'S 

SPECIALTIES, 

I Uf 1 “For Sportsmen, 
by Sportsmen” 



5285 Rockwell Dr., N.E., Dept. SOF-9 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Made in the U.S.A 


IT HAPPENED 

TO ME Steven Knopp as told 

Second-Chance Pen to m.l. [ones 



Steve Knopp hopes this police medal — awarded for bravery under fire, as described 
in his article — is the last he’ll add to his collection. 


Police Sgt. Steve Knopp received three 
Purple Hearts while serving in the Marine 
Corps in Vietnam , and he thought he was 
through having someone put holes in his 
body — but as he tells it: 

O N 16 February 1980, I’d just come on 
watch when the dispatcher put out 
an armed-robbery-in-progress call. 
Another unit and I were only two blocks 
away. When we reached the drug store, 
the suspect was still inside, holding three 
people at gunpoint. 

My partner and I crept inside, and a 
clerk whispered that the gunman was in 
the pharmacy. I moved to one side and my 
partner took the other. We waited until 
other back-up units arrived and four more 
police officers slipped in. We crouched, 
waiting for the robber to move away from 
his hostages. 

When the gunman didn’t move, I de¬ 
cided to shift to a position with a better 
field of fire. I crept closer until I was only 
15 feet away from the gunman. I could 
hear him cocking his pistol and letting the 
hammer down. He kept telling the drug¬ 
gist, “Move faster, or I’ll blow your head 
off!” 

I wanted to take the suspect out — but I 
couldn’t tell the other police officers what 
I planned to do. I could only hope that they 
would see what I was doing and follow my 
lead. 

I was armed with a Remington 870, 


loaded with 00-buck. I stood, bringing my 
front sight up to the middle of the gun¬ 
man’s head, and yelled: “Freeze! 
Police!” 

Just then, a hostage walked between me 
and the robber and I had to raise the shot¬ 
gun barrel. 

The suspect whirled and fired a Ruger 
.357 Magnum. The Speer 150-grain hol- 
lowpoint bullet hit me in the chest, right 
over my heart. I went down, knowing that 
a fire fight had started as I blacked out. 

At the hospital, I learned that the bullet 
had hit a steel-capped pen in my pocket 
and been deflected away from my heart. 
The round went across my chest, through 
my right lung, hitting two ribs before 
ricocheting and lodging in my right hip. 

The suspect? He took 12 pellets of 00- 
buck. He’s now in prison, serving 25 
years. 

I know I’m lucky to be alive — and 
lucky that the Alexander Pen Company 
makes such good products. I now carry 
one of their pens everywhere I go. 

Because Warr Acres, Okla,, awarded 
me its medal of valor for my part in captur¬ 
ing the robbers, I added another medal to 
my Purple Hearts — but I sure hope that 
I’ve added the last hole I ever get to my 
body. 

Editor’s Note: To those of you who say 
this must be a war story, SOF checked it 
out with the Warr Acres PD — it just goes 
to show that truth is often stranger than 
fiction.y( 
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Inventory Adjustment Special. 


DIRECT FROM U.S. OPTICS QUALITY SUNGLASSES AT FACTORY PRICE! 


Metal Frame Sunglasses Feature • Impact resistant lenses • Handcrafted • Polished glass lenses • Hardened metal frames • 










Add Postage, Handling and Insurance 

$1.00 per pair $. 

Total $. 


Free case with each pair. 


The Classic 

Black metal frames, gray lenses 
A 530.00 value only-S-W^JS. 2 pairs for^PWUO. 

$12.95 $25.00 


Girl Watcher 

Gray mirrored lenses, black frames 
A $20.00 value onlyJ59*95 2 pairs foiJ^+etJO. 

$8.50 $1.6.00 


Style 9 


Quantity 


Frame Color 


Price 


Black 


Brown 


Black 


Black 


Gold 


Black 


Gold 


Gold 


Gold 


To order your U.S. Optics™ sunglasses, send check or money order 
to U.S, Optics,™ Dept 201, P,G, Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in Card # and Exp, Date. 

FREE — limited time only— deluxe velour-lined case with each pair of 
glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). Dealer inquiries invited. 

Credit card orders may call 1-404-252-0703, 

Sale prices effective to Sept. 30 f 1983. 


Exp. Date 


Visa or Master Charge # 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 

NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap imitations. These glasses are 
made exclusively for U.S. Optics.™ To make sure you get the best, 
order now and if not completely satisfied return for refund within 
30 days. No Non-sense 30 day guarantee. «co Py nght 1982 u.s optics" 


Sale $8.50 Only 


Rich Tortoise Shall Style 
Classic style, large gradient lense 
A $20.00 value anlyJ$9"9S: 2 pairs forJW^OO 
$8.50 $16.00 


Sale $9.95 Only 
-SW35 


Mirrored Lens Flight Glasses 

Unexcelled glare protect ion, gold or silver frames. 
A $25.00 value only-A+fFSb, 2 pairs 

$9.95 $18.00 


Only 


Sale 


12.95 


Change-A-Matic Aviator Glasses 
Gold frame, flexible cable temples. 
Lenses darken outdoors, change back to 
lighter tints indoors. A $30.00 value, 
only^H“9S. 2 pairs 

$12.95$25.00 


Standard Aviator Glasses 

Traditional stems, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value onlyJS&SS 2 pairs fotM&W- 
$8.50 $16.00 


Black Metal Frames 
Thin and durable black metal frames 
Aviator teardrop style lenses 
A $25 00 value only 2 pairs for 586-00 

$12.95$25.00 


World Famous Pilot's 

These precision flight glasses are now available 
to the public for only $7.95. If you could buy them 
elsewhere, they'd probably cost you over $20.00. 
Specify gold or silver frames A $20.00 value 
only jfL3-96* 2 pairs for JEJ-4-00 
56.95 $12.00 


Change>A-Matic Flight Glasses 

Features lenses that darken outdoors 
and change back to lighter tints indoors. 
Specify gold or silver frames. A $30 00 value 
only JW-4-95: 2 pairs for .SS^tOP 
$12.95 $25.00 


Sale $12.95 Only 


The Sportsman 

Sportsgraphic on black metal frame 
A $25 00 value only44<^5 2 pairs for.SSd'CKT 
$12.95 $25.00 


Sale $12.95 Only 


Aviator Teardrop Flight GlaesoB 

Flexible cable temples gold frames 
A $20.00 value only 2 pairs for-S+6^tT 

$8.50 $16.00 


& Shooting Glasses 

brighten visibility 

only^-W5 51295 
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1 often wonder if I have spent more time 
cleaning machine guns than shooting 
them during the last two decades. (I know 
I spent more time cleaning them during the 
years I spent as a grunt for Uncle.) But 
there is no better way to find out how 
machine guns really operate. In compari¬ 
son, I once knew an individual who took 
perverse delight in cleaning his 1921/28 
overstamped U.S. Navy Thompson with a 
garden hose. If that’s your wont, then read 
no further. If, however, you’re keenly in¬ 
terested, as I am, in keeping them crank¬ 
ing, then I’d like to share some insights 
picked up along the way. 

What’s so different about cleaning a 
machine gun? Most modern automatic 
weapons are gas-operated and this pre¬ 
sents a very special set of problems. Many 
pfthe ojder crew-served weapons, such as 
the Maxim and Vickers, are large and 
intricate. An individual owner may spend 
inany painstaking hours in their cleaning 
and maintenance if he hasn’t acquired the 
correct equipment. 

Let’s take a look at the bore first. Use 
only Gl-type steel cleaning rods. Brass or 
plastic-coated rods pick up a lot of debris 
and abrasive particles can easily become 
imbedded in them. Use brass brushes, but 
when severe fouling has accumulated in 
the bore around the gas port, switch to 
stainless steel. A pipe cleaner is useful for 
the barrel gas block and regulator vent 
holes. GI two-inch by two-inch heavy cot¬ 
ton cleaning patches are still available 
from B.W. Trading Co. (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 692-1065, Newark, OH 43055). 
They are excellent for bores of .30 to .45 
caliber. Standard .22 LR patches work 
well in 5.56mm NATO bores if doubled- 
up. 

Corrosive primed ammunition is still 
available in abundance. The NRA has 
done a great job of keeping its price down 
with periodic horror stories about the 
holes it will eat in barrels. Much of this 
mostly corrosive Berdan-primed ammo is 
still sure-fire and accurate. I use it all the 
time in almost every one of its available 
calibers. The primers contain potassium 
chloride, which is responsible for the rust¬ 
ing of gun barrels. In damp climates, this 
nasty reaction can take place in a matter of 
hours. 

There are two alternatives that will dis¬ 
pense with all your anxieties about using 
corrosive ammo. Use CLEANER-RIFLE 
bore (CR), Spec MIL-C-372, available 
from Brock’s Surplus (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 33242, Decatur, QA 30033). It was 
made specifically for this purpose and can 
be safely left in the bore. Beware, as no 
other mil-spec number will do. If left in 
the bore, other lots can cause greater dam¬ 
age to your priceless 7x57mm Mendoza 
light-machine-gun barrel than the corro¬ 
sive primers themselves! If MIL-C-372 is 
not available, just use hot, soapy water 
and make sure the barrel is completely dry 
afterward. If you insist on usipg only non- 
corrosive ammo (certainly best, at least 
for sound suppressors) then Hoppes No. 9 



bore cleaner will do. 

Now that we have provided for the safe¬ 
ty and well-being of our precious barrels, 
what about the rest of the black, sooty 
mess? 

For the next part of our ordeal you will 
need a galvanized automotive drain pan, a 
large assortment (you’ll never have 
enough) of nylon, brass and stainless-steel 
bristle brushes, cotton swabs and some 
scrapers (sharpened screw drivers are 
fine). The final ingredient in this assemb¬ 
lage is a solvent. 

I started with gasoline. Gratefully, I 
survived that period of naivete and drifted 
on to paint thinner under the delusion it 
was less flammable. I stopped pressing 
my luck some years ago when I hit upon 
perchlorate ethylene, fondly known as 
“perk” to your neighborhood dry cleaner. 
It is non-flammable, relatively non-toxic 
(it cannot be mixed with grape juice and 
ingested), highly volatile (which means it 
evaporates quickly), fairly inexpensive 
($8 to $9 per gallon) and leaves no scum or 
film. It can even be recycled. In short, it is 
ideal for cleaning firearms, especially 
large, dirty machine guns. 

Saturate and scrub all the metal parts 
with a small quantity of perk from your 
drain pan. The scrapers should be used to 
remove powder residue off piston heads 
and the blast cones of recoil-operated, 
gas-assisted machine guns. Small, stain¬ 
less-steel gunsmith brushes, like those 
available from Brownell’s, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, Route 2, Box 1, Montezuma, IA 
50171), are also handy for this job. Avoid 
the temptation to clean the piston with a 
motor-driven wire wheel. It will remove 
metal as well as fouling. 


A medium-sized air compressor is use¬ 
ful for drying parts and blowing debris out 
of trigger assemblies. An air compressor 
is to a machine-gun cleaner as a word- 
processing computer is to a writer — not 
totally essential, but once used, difficult to 
live without. 

When parts are clean and dry, inspect 
for defects and breakage. Extractors 
should be examined closely as they take a 
terrific beating and are usually the weakest 
link in the machine gun’s chain of opera¬ 
tion. When you notice flat spots on the 
recoil spring, it should be replaced. Look 
for incipient etching on the fixed firing 
pins of submachine guns. This is caused 
by gas-blowback from pierced primers 
and is self-perpetuating. The only solution 
is careful stoning of any ragged edges. 
The bolt face’s firing pin hole should be 
checked periodically on machine guns 
with floating firing pins. When oversize, 
the firing pin will sometimes jam forward 
in the protruded position, resulting in 
dangerous out-of-battery slam fires. 

Magazines should also be disassem¬ 
bled, cleaned and inspected. Watch for 
spread feed lips, defective springs and 
dents in the body which prevent the fol¬ 
lower from moving freely. 

Lightly lubricate weapons before reas¬ 
sembly. 1 recommend G-96 (manufac¬ 
tured by Jet-Aer Corp., 100 6th Ave., 
Patterson, NJ 07524) or Break-Free CLP 
(available from Phoenix Associates, 
Dept. SOF71, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, 
CO 80306). Stay away from WD-40. It is 
not a lubricant and can deaden primers in a 
few minutes. Keep all lubricants away 
from the piston and gas cylinder. 
Tremendous heat is generated in this area 
and oil will bake into a hard film, difficult 
to remove. Belts for the MG 34/42 should 
be heavily lubricated just prior to use; 
otherwise frequent stoppages can be ex¬ 
pected. 

Don’t forget the wood on older guns. 
Apply a mixture of equal parts of turpen¬ 
tine, linseed oil and vinegar followed by 
Renaissance micro-crystalline wax (de¬ 
veloped for the British Museum). 

Take care of your weapons. You may 
some day need them to take care of you. 

* 
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Call Toll Free 


ORIG.P 

colt r 1 

BAYONET 

with M8A1 
scabbard 
6 " Blade 
Features Belt 
attachment 
sure-grip handle 
and tie-thongs 

ONLY $29.95 


SUPPORT * M\ M 

IN THE FIELD FOR MU 1 

YOUR AR15/M16 W 

A deal you can't afford to pass up. M n I 

New Gov’t. AR15/M16 bipod and Jw V I 

O.D. canvas case with zippered accessory m I 
pouch that attaches to your web gear S 
$13.95. Bipod and O.D. nylon case $15.95 V 
Bipod installs in seconds, no tools required. m I 

ABOUT YOUR ORDER 

Minimum Order $10 plus $3 to cover postage, 
insurance and handling ($6 foreign). Calif, residents 
add 61 / 2 % sales tax. All major credit calls accepted. 
SORRY, NO C.O.D.’S. If not sure about size, send 
measurements. 


CAMOUFLAGE 
GOVT. ISSUE UNIFORMS 

All uniforms are reinforced at all stress points. 

Jackets have 4 pockets, pants 6 pockets with 
adjustable waists and blousing laces. Specify XS, 

S, M, L, or XL. For XL sizes add $4 per set. (D Day 
Desert, Rip Stop O.D. Green, <D Woodland 
Pattern ® Orig. G.l. Boonies available in 
O.D. Green, Woodland or Day Desert $14.95, 
weeds not included (D USMC Camouflage 
utility caps. S, M, L or XL. $4^95^^^jg| 

KEEP HER I WA 

SHOOT’IN ggriiM 

Genuine G.l. carrying case i 

contains eight G.l. parts ^ Miyii/Mi 
most needed to keep your .45 shooting: firing pin • 
extractor • ejector • magazine • firing pin spring • 
sear spring • recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture 
resistant packaged. $24.95. 

MILITARY STYLE GUN CASES 

Heavy duty O.D. canvas and black carrying cases m 
are mildew resistant, fully padded and feature a 
full length, self repairing zipper and zippered 
accessory pocket. Colt AR-15 Rifle, HK 91/93 44"j M 
$26.95. CAR, AR-180, 36" $24.95. Mini-14, M-1 ■ 

Carbine, 870 MM. 42" $21.50. UZI, MAC’S, I 
28" $22.50. 


California Residents Call 

213 - 349-7600 

Sherwood 

International Export Corporation 


Mail to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 PARTHENIA ST., DEPT. SF9, NORTHRIDGE, 
CALIFORNIA 91324 

Sorry No C.O.D.s: Send □ Check □ Money Order 

□ American Express □ Diners Club 

□ MasterCard/Visa □ Carte Blanche 

Card No 


Our newLC-1 O.D. nylon combat harness 
assembly comes ready for any situation. Each 
item can be purchased separately. You save 
$10 when you purchase the complete outfit. 

Now only $42.80. 

1. Adjustable LC-1 suspenders $12.95 

2. First Aid Dressing/Compass Case $3. 

3. Canteen with cover $8.50 

4. Intrenching tool carrier $4.50 . 

5. (2) M-16 30 rd mag. pouches $13.95 J 

6 . Pistol belt $9.95 

GET IT ALL FOR A BUCK! | 

Our catalog full of parts, accessories & 
gear is free with your order and a 
refundable $1 without. 


-Expr.date 


Address, 


Prices good this ad only 



















BULLETIN 

BOARD 

by Donna DuVall 




C ONGRESSIONAL 
COVERUP... 

The House Intelligence Committee 
secretly withheld photographs and in¬ 
formation that connected at least six 
Democratic congressmen with well- 
known KGB agent and World Peace 
Council President Romesh Chandra 
from an official committee report re¬ 
leased in December ’82, according to 
John Barron’s new book, The KGB To¬ 
day: The Hidden Hand. 

Barron, senior editor for Readers 
Digest and recognize d expert on the 
KGB, reports that Congressmen John 
Burton, Ronald Dellums and Don Ed¬ 
wards (Calif.), Ted Weiss, John Con¬ 
yers, Jr. (Mich.), Charles Rangel and 
others were pictured and identified in a 
1979 WPC 48-page brochure, which 
the House committee included—with¬ 
out the pages referencing the con¬ 
gressmen — in its 1982 report. 

In all, 14 pages were deleted, with¬ 
out any notice, from the WPC publica¬ 
tion as contained in the House report, 
which contained no page numbers. In 
addition to the deletions about the con¬ 
gressmen, references to union leaders 
from meatcutters and butchers, 
machinists, longshoremen and textile 
workers unions were also surrepti¬ 
tiously omitted. 


M arines can 

JOHN WAYNE... 

Marines everywhere were sad¬ 
dened at the passing of an old friend. 
After 40 years of illustrious service, the 
P-38 “John Wayne” can opener has 
died a natural death. 

Named after movie actor John 
Wayne, himself a great favorite of 
Marines, the P-38 was a constant and 
prized possession of Marines, often 
worn around their necks. But the intro¬ 
duction of “meals ready to eat” (MRE) 
in tear-open pouches to replace C-rats 
made the “John Wayne” obsolete. 
Progress marches on. 


S PECIAL FORCES 
CHAIRMAN... 

Congressman Larry McDonald (D- 
Ga.) has been named chairman of the 
Special Operations Forces Panel of 
the House Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee. The panel’s primary purpose is to 
evaluate the nation’s unconventional 
warfare operations and make recom¬ 
mendations to strengthen and improve 
that readiness. 

The United States now keeps 30 
percent of its Special Forces deployed 
away from home and 70 percent of the 
SF aircraft are either deployed or down 
for maintenance, according to Rep. 
McDonald, who is concerned that this 
intensive use will cause burnout of 
both men and equipment. 

“Defense Department testimony 1 
has indicated that if we continue at this 


SOF’s Peter G. Kokalis passes out 
SOF badges to Salvadoran helicopter 
squadron at llopango Airbase. For full 
story, see Editor/Publisher Brown’s 
report on p. 56. Photo: Alex McColl 


pace, we will face catastrophic morale 
problems and systems failures,” he 
said. “There is a need for a larger, 
better-equipped force to handle un¬ 
conventional situations. The Special 
Forces are the only force we are 
actively using to counteract the very 
real Soviet threat and they [SF] are 
inadequately manned and equipped. 

“In the coming months, we will be 
taking a very close look at all SF bran¬ 
ches, their manpower and equipment 
needs and their increasingly important 
role in protecting the lives and liberty of 
American citizens and our allies from 
foreign aggression,” promised McDo¬ 
nald. 


R adio free 

MOSCOW?... 

Hardly, as a Moscow radio news¬ 
caster, Vladimir Danchev, found out 
when he criticized the Soviet Afghan 
policy. The 35-year old newscaster 
was promptly fired from his job with the 
English-language radio station and is 
being detained for “medical tests” to 


determine his mental state. 

The outspoken newscaster, who is a 
native of Uzbekistan which borders 
Afghanistan, criticized the Kremlin’s 
policy in five different broadcasts be¬ 
cause he said he was opposed to the 
Soviet presence in Afghanistan and, 
had he not been fired, he said that he 
would have continued his broadcasts. 
He advised the Afghan rebels “not to 
lay down their arms and to fight against 
the Soviet invasion of their country.” 

Although Danchev has been si¬ 
lenced, many Western observers think 
that internal criticism of the Soviet role 
in Afghanistan hasn’t been. In the four 
years since the Soviets invaded 
Afghanistan, they have suffered heavy 
casualties. 


O peration Hastings 
survivors... 

After reading Three Battles, Part I” 
in July’s SOF, Tony Marra, a survivor 
of the battle, called to thank SOF for its 
coverage of the battle and to try to 
contact other participants. Marra was a 
corporal in I Company, 3/4 Marines 
and was with the first group that landed 
during Hastings. Any one who would 
like to get in touch with Marra can con¬ 
tact him at Sweet Briar College, Sweet 
Briar, Va., or by phone (804) 381-5873 
during office hours. 
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“Like the old saying goes: ‘If you 


R ussians slaughtering 

AFGHANS... 

In an announcement that is accurate 
but certainly not new, the U.S. State 
Department accused the Soviet Union 
of killing perhaps thousands of civi¬ 
lians in Afghanistan “in bombing raids 
that amounted to slaughter intolerable 
by any standard of civilized behavior.” 

John Hughes, spokesman for the 
State Department, cited numerous re¬ 
liable reports from Afghan refugees 
which “leave no room for doubt that 
casualties from the raids certainly 
number many hundreds and probably 
are in the thousands.” He said civilian 
casualties were especially high near 
Herat, Afghanistan’s third-largest city, 
and in the area north and west of 
Kabul, the capital. 

“It would appear that the Soviet Un¬ 
ion believes that the world is either 
unaware of or no longer cares what it is 
doing in Afghanistan... .We cannot 
stand silently by and witness this 
slaughter,” Hughes concluded. 

SOF agrees with State’s assess¬ 
ment of the Afghan situation, but this 
country has stood by and watched the 
Russians brutalize the brave Afghans 
for four years, and for even longer in 
other parts of the world. 


S YRIAN DRUG 
TRAFFICKING... 

Former Israeli Defense Minister 
Ariel Sharon claims that Syria will not 
leave Lebanon’s fertile Bekaa Valley 
because Syria receives as much as a 
half billion dollars per year from the 
hashish grown there. As evidence, 
Sharon cited the 1982 UN Report of 
the International Narcotics Control 
Board, which traces drug trafficking, 
including hashish and heroin, from 
Lebanon to Syria, then Turkey and the 
West. 

“Multi-ton shipments leave Lebanon 
by ship and smaller quantities are 
smuggled out via overland routes,” the 
report asserts. 


C UBAN AMPHIBIOUS 
ASSAULTS... 

In what is clearly a show of offensive 
power, Cuba for the first time has been 
displaying its “first really sophisticated, 
integrated display of amphibious capa¬ 
bility,” posing a real threat to Carib¬ 



bean islands, according to a Reagan 
official. 

One U.S. specialist, who quoted re¬ 
ports that 400 marines, four light tanks 
and eight APCs had been spotted re¬ 
hearsing amphibious landings near 
Mariel Beach, called the development 
a serious one because it shows that 
“Cuba is developing the capability to 
project force all over the Caribbean.” 
Castro clearly wants to become a ma¬ 
jor actor in the Caribbean military thea¬ 
ter. 


H igh flying 
advice... 

For its recent trip to El Salvador, the 
SOF team flew TACA, El Salvador’s 
international airline. Their flights got 
them where they wanted to go without 
long delays and with courteous, effi¬ 
cient service, above-average food and 
refreshments, and relatively painless 
baggage transfers. What more can 
you ask? 

This pleasant flight was in marked 
contrast to their trip last February on 
Mexicana Airlines, by way of Mexico 
City. Not that Mexicana isn’t a good 
airline. Rather, the problem is official¬ 
dom in Mexico City. 

Everywhere else in the world — at 
least where SOFers have been, and 
that’s damn near everywhere — when 
you have a two-hour layover in a coun¬ 
try you’re just passing through, the 
baggage stays on the plane and the 
passengers are escorted to a lounge, 
more or less isolated from customs, 
and invited to spend their money in the 
bar and “tax-free” shop. No fuss, no 
forms, no inspectors pawing through 
your underwear. 

But not in Mexico City. For a layover 
there, passengers are put through the 
whole form-filling, rubber-stamp¬ 
pounding, luggage-lugging drill that in¬ 
cludes an airport exit tax that, if my 


can’t BEAT ’em... BOMB ’em!” 1 


memory serves, comes to about $3. To 
be paid, of course, in pesos, so you 
have to stand in line at the bank win¬ 
dow to exchange three dollars into 
pesos so you can leave a country you 
didn’t want to be in anyway. 

The bottom line is: SOF recom¬ 
mends TACA as the painless way to 
get from the pais de fos gringos to the 
land of good coffee and sunshine. 
TACA has flights to Guatemala City, 
San Salvador and other Central Amer¬ 
ican points from Los Angeles, Hous¬ 
ton, Miami and NeW Orleans. This 
method of travel is much preferable to 
the old MATS charter flights from Tra¬ 
vis Air Force Base, and is one of the 
few advantages to having a war so 
close to home. 


N ixon on 

EL SALVADOR... 

Former President Richard M. Nixon 
predicted that the United States could 
expect a flood of Salvadoran refugees 
if El Salvador loses its fight against the 
communists. Citing the problems the 
United States had with 800,000 Cuban 
and 150,000 Nicaraguan refugees, 
Nixon warned that the number from El 
Salvador could reach two million. 


O LD SWABS 

FOR OLD SHIP... 

The Navy is looking for a few old 
sailors—at least 300 of them — to sail 
the USS Iowa , the huge WWII bat¬ 
tleship that is being reactivated after 
30 years’ retirement. The newly 
polished Iowa will carry a crew of 
1.500, at least 300 of whom should be 
veteran sailors who know how to sail a 
ship like they used to make. So any 
former sailors, 48 to 50 years old, who 
know how to operate the ship and want 

Continued on page 104 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

6 SAMARA^ 

Hotel and Casino 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is happy to announce that our 1983 CONVENTION will be held at the beautiful Sahara Hotel & Casino, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, 6-9 October 1983. Convention information is as follows: 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


Three Gun Match.5-7 October 

Seminars & Films.6-9 October 

Military Arms & Collector’s Show.7-9 October 

Rhodesian Jump & Air Assault School.6-7 October 

Firepower Demonstration. 8 October 

Awards Ceremony. 8 October 


Questions or requests should be directed to: 

Convention Director Nadine Rick 

P.O. Box 693 or Convention Assistant 

Boulder, CO 80306 (303) 449-3750 


Rooms are available at $38 per room single or double occupancy at the HQ 
Hotel; the Sahara Hotel & Casino reservation line is 1 (800) 634-6666. Identify 
yourself as an SOF conventioneer. 


THREE GUN MATCH: The world-famous Three Gun International Combat Shooting Match will be held at the Desert Sportsman Ri¬ 
fle & Pistol Club, 5-7 October. Entrance is by invitation only and competitors must write for application. This year 150 shooters will 
compete for $50,000 in cash and prizes. Cash prizes will be given for 1st through 15th place; gifts will reward 16th through 25th place 
finishers (based on overall score). Minor prizes include cash awards for top-score Police, Military, Middle Man and First Time SOF 
Shooter. Cash awards and prizes for top five places in individual rifle, pistol and shotgun competition will also be given. Shooters en¬ 
try fee is $160, which also will include free entrance to all convention activities. All shooters wishing to bring a guest to the range 
mpst purchase a Range & Awards Ceremony Guest pass for $35. Passes are limited to ONE per shooter and must be purchased in ad¬ 
vance since they will not be on sale at the Convention nor to the public. Transportation to the range will be provided for all conven¬ 
tioneers, shooters and guest. Shooters registration begins at 1200 hrs., Tuesday, 4 October in the Sahara Hotel Space Center Lobby. 
CONVENTIONEERS: Pre-registration fee is $100. This provides free admission to all activities and events, and includes one 
Awards Ceremony ticket. All convention activities, with the exception of the Military Arms Collector’s Show, are closed to the public. 
Pre-registration forms must be postmarked no later than 25 September 1983. You may pick up your convention schedule and badge 
any time between 1200 hrs. 4 October and 1400 hrs. 8 October 1983 at the Sahara Hotel Space Center. Requests for refunds must 
also be postmarked NLT25 September 1983. ALL CONVENTIONEERS MUST PRE-REGISTER. 

PARACHUTE JUMP SCHOOL: This year the Albuquerque Parachute Center will host the Parachute Jump School, 6th and 7th Oc¬ 
tober 1983. Captain John Early, formerly Officer Commanding of the Selous Scouts Airborne Strike Force and Chief HALO Instructor 
for the Rhodesian Security Forces, will be heading the airborne operations along with many former instructors of the Rhodesian 
Para School. Upon completion of the first jump course, jumpers will be dispatched on a simulated operational fire force airborne 
assault. The first jump course will be $120 per person. Cost for experienced jumpers will be $50. All jumpers must pre-register as a 
Conventioneer. Experienced Jumpers must have a copy of current military orders placing them on jump status or a current log book 
showing that they have jumped within the past 90 days. Experienced jumpers are encouraged to bring their own gear for free-fall 
mass jumps. Interested persons must send their jump fee to: Albuquerque Parachute Center, 2326 Don Felipe S.W., Albuquerque, 
NM 87105; Conventioneer fees should be sent to: SOF Convention, Inc., P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

MILITARY ARMS & COLLECTOR’S SHOW: Our 100- booth and 200-table exhibition is being held 7-9 October in the beautiful 
Sahara Hotel Space Center. Table rates are $75.00 per six-foot table. Booth rates are $150.00 per 8x10 foot booth. Exhibitor service 
kits will be sent to all booth buyers. We urge you to reserve early; last year’s show was a sell-out. 


1983 SOF CONVENTION PRE-REGISTRATION FORM* 

MAIL TO: CONVENTION DIRECTOR, P.O. BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 


FIND MY CONVENTIONEER CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ($100 per person). $. 

(List each Conventioneer’s name, address & telephone number) 

.PLEASE SEND COMPETITIVE SHOOTER APPLICATION. 


_PLEASE SEND MILITARY ARMS SHOW TABLE APPLICATION 

Name __Address_ 


City__State_Zip Code 

T elephone- 

-Pre-Registration form must be postmarked NLT 25 September 1983. 
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Cornin’ at you 
STR ONG! 

ASSAULT t 
SYSTEmS 1 


#SWC SPECIAL WEAPONS 
CASES (33; 39; 48*) 


PISTOL CASES 


#ARC ASSAULT 
RIFLE CASES 

(33; 4i; 48") 


SUBMACHINE 
GUN CASES 


#BC Bow Case. Exterior arrow and 2 accessories compartments 
49LX17H x 'lV&W. S75 


#SMGC 


#SAC 


Bow 
& Rifle 
Coses 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, super K-Kote waterproofed, V foam padding pro¬ 
tects weapon, nylon thread-double stitched at seams, military spec, welded 
black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK lockable zipper, 2" nylon web carrying 
handle and detachable/adjustable padded shoulder strap, hook and loop com¬ 
partment closures. Unconditionally guaranteed. Specify Black or Vietnam 
Leaf Camouflage .. and weapon. 

#ARC Assault Rifle Cases. Cus¬ 
tomized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside 
Mag pouches plus compartment for 
handgun, scope, bipod, etc. $65 

#SWC Special Weapons Cases. 33; 

39" and 48" length models to fit all riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weap¬ 
ons. Outside compartments for hand¬ 
gun, ammo, knives and accessories. 

$65 

#SMGC Submachine Gun Case. For 
UZI, Ingram Mac 10 & 11. 6 Outside 
Mag pouches plus handgun and ac¬ 
cessories compartment. $60 

#SAC Special Agents Case. For 
anything and everything. Holds short 


RIFLE & 
SHOTGUN 
CASES ^ 


11 02 . waterproofed 
Cordura nylon in choice 
of black or Camo. Fully 
padded. ¥ nylon web 
carrying handles. Heavy 
duty YKK nylon, 
lockable zipper. 


barrel UZI, Mac 10 & 11. Fully padded 
main compartment.'Outside pocket. 

$46.95 

#P Pistol Cases. W Foam padded, 
full opening, lockable, water-proofed 
nylon handles. #P10 10" S11.50; 
#P12 12" $13; #P14 14" $14.50; #P20 
20" $16. 


jOp #RC Rifle Case, Three sizes ideal 

for most conventional rifles and 
Shotguns. Military spec.welded black “D° rings. 
#RC42 (42") $37.95; #RC46 (48") $39.95; 

#RC52 (52") $41.75. 


SLINGS 


PADDED 


MORE! 

Gear Bags of every size and descrip¬ 
tion. Holsters for shoulder, belt and 
ankle. Accessories, including shirts, 
hat, wallets and more. All are included 
in the new full color 16-page Assault 
Systems catalog.. .and all are guaran¬ 
teed Assault Systems tough! 


#AS66 

$7.50 A 


assault: 

5YSTE1H5 


^padded Shot- 
9 un or 

camo) holds 10 shells. 
Hi#AS68 padded Assault 
^j Rifle slin 9 ( black or camo). 

#SASS all-purpose black strap 
” with removable pad-42" or 52” 

#HKS black 1V4" nylon web sling 
for H&K weapons. 

#ARSB back 1 W nylon web 
W M-16 sling for most rifles and 
shotguns. #MACS 38" MAC 
SMG 1V4" black nylon sling 
adaptable for many other uses. ( 


Send $2.00 for 
complete Assault 
Systems catalog- 
free with order. 


SUBSIDIARY OF CUMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC. Dept. SF-9 

869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS; 1-314-343-3575 TWX-9107601429 

Please send me the following: 


$5.00 


#ARSB 

$3.75 


/ Plus $3 per order for postage 

/ (Canada and Hawaii $5). 

/ MasterCard. Visa, AmEx, Money 
r Order, Check or C.O.D. 


#MACS 

$5.00 


__ _ _ merch. held 

for clearance of checks not certified. 

Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept, letterhead , 

LAW ENFORCEMENT & / 

\ DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED / 


Bill my:D Master Card □ Visa D AmEx 

Exp. Date_ Card #_ 

Name__ 

Address_ 
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Continued from page 6 


P 3W/MIA 
SPECIAL 

Whether Glitz is a hero ora huckster we 
left up to the reader to decide. But we 
disagree seriously as to who has achieved 
what result . The thousands of hours and 
millions of dollars spent by the govern¬ 
ment and media running to ground the 
truth in the “Lazarus Affair” would have 
been far better spent pursuing other leads. 
While it did bring the issue of PO Ws to the 
public eye for a brief period of time it also 
did substantial damage to sincere efforts 
ar\d may have the long-term effect of dis¬ 
crediting the issue. — The Eds. 

I’d like to request an apology — or 
should we try a thank you? The articles in 
your POW/MIA special issue are very 
amusing to say the least; especially the one 
on me. 

After reading it, I realized you are not 
professionals. So, knowing that I could 
expect yellow journalism, may I set some 
facts straight. 

1) There are four small rivers on the 
Cambodian/Thai border. Task-force 80 
sits on one. We crossed Stoeng Huoy Sei 
River. (See your maps.) 

2) Vinney Amone was not on Operation 
Grand Eagle. You should read the Los 
Angeles Times , 21 February 1983. They 
identify all of Grand Eagle’s members. 

3) When I arrived in Bangkok in June of 
’81. Your now “forgotten source” is mis¬ 
taken: I didn’t check into the Nana until 
two days later, at 0347 hours, and no one 
was there in the lobby. I came in with 
Robert Moberg. 

4) Your publisher, Mr. Brown, 
approached me and even paid one week’s 
stay at the Hotel Nana and meals [for me] 
with his American Express card, so that he 
and Coyne could talk to me. 

5) You fail to mention I submitted, at 
Mr. Ted Koppel’s request, to five very 
extensive, in-depth polygraph tests by for¬ 
mer world-famous CIA examiner, Chris 
Gugas, and passed all five 100 percent. 
Especially questions on the “hit” order 
and many more. You also fail to mention 
that I took several psychological tests by 
Dr. Fredrick Hacker, Jr. He too is very 
well-known and respected. Again, I pas¬ 
sed all tests 100 percent. 

I’ll agree on one thing. Bo is nuts. But I 
was there; I did the things; I passed the 
tests. 

Many thanks to Col. Brown. I believe 
he is a man of honor. As for you editors. 


well, not knowing you, I don’t know. 

Scott Barnes 

P.S. Mr. Graves: I have never talked to 
you from Hawaii. 

1) There is a “Stung Houei Sai” river 
near the Thai-Cambodian border (South¬ 
east Asia Map Series ND 48-9, 1/ 
250,000). Problem is that's not the place 
you told Dawson you crossed. 

2) Vinney Amone — according to 
Gritz, other Grand Eagle participants who 
gave us affidavits and people who were 
working for us — was in Bangkok just 
after you got into a fight with another team 
member over how to operate a camera. 
You may not have seen him or known his 
role but he was part of Grand Eagle or 
BORIC A. 

3) Robert Moberg is a good friend of 
ours and was well known to the two indi¬ 
viduals who were in the lobby of the Nana 
Hotel when you checked in. If Moberg 
was with you he came as Casper the ghost. 
But to be fair we'll ask him. 

4) It is a well-known fact that SOF 
Publisher Robert K. Brown is sought out 
all around the world by “busted” adven¬ 
turers and is the world's softest touch, 
provided one has a good enough “hard 
luck story. 9 * There is an unconfirmed 
rumor that just days before he was killed 
by Bolivan Rangers Ernesto “Che” 
Guevara hit Brown up for meal money in a 
cantina in Bolivia's outback. Since 
“Che, ” who called himself a Soldado de 
Fortuna and actually was one — but for 
the wrong side — had a good story I 
wouldn't be surprised if it's true. Brown, 
who , when we last talked with him, was 
having dinner with some scruffy-looking 
adventurer in a scruffier-looking res¬ 
taurant in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, denied 
the “Che” rumor but admits he did pay 
your bill for a week. 

5) We had read those claims before and 
didn't consider them relevant and they 
were not worth the phone money it would 
have taken to check them out. As a matter 
of routine journalists and shrinks don't 
reveal the results of such tests unless they 
print a story. Why didn 't Koppel run with 
the story if it's that good and you passed 
the tests? Could it be that the fact you 
passed the test and the truth have no rela¬ 
tionship to each other? 

P.S. I did talk with you from Hawaii. 
Somewhere in our warehouse we have the 
phone logs from that time period which 
would show your incoming call and since 
Earl Bleacher placed a call to you from our 
office our bill from Ma Bell would show a 
call to a number you could be reached at in 
Hawaii. — Jim Graves 

The “classic detective novel” entitled 
The Maltese Falcon was penned by 
Dashiell Hammett and not Raymond 
Chandler as you state on page 2 of your 
special MIA/POW issue. Moreover, the 
detective who runs down the worthless 
bird is Sam Spade, and not Philip Mar¬ 
lowe. 


As near as I can tell, you are guilty of 
the same sin as Gritz. By marketing a 
full-color, high-speed hatchet job on that 
fool, and charging three bucks a copy, you 
too are profiteering from his sojourn into 
Laos. 

I suggest you shy away from the murky 
issue of POWs in Southeast Asia and con¬ 
centrate on something more cut and dried, 
like the Rooskies in Afghanistan or the 
latest war movie out of Hollywood. 

Don Pugsley 

Los Angeles, California 

To get to the bottom of this mysterious 
misidentification, SOF went right to the 
scene of the crime: Executive Editor Bob 
Poos's office. When confronted with the 
evidence, Poos replied, “Elementary, my 
dear fellows, elementary. While stalking 
the elusive Maltese author, I chanced 
upon a remarkable discovery . Dashiell 
Hammett was never seen with Raymond 
Chandler; nor did he ever use Philip Mar¬ 
lowe in any of his works. Likewise, 
Chandler never used Sam Spade in his. 
Right away, I knew that I was on to some¬ 
thing big. Some further sleuthing con¬ 
firmed my startling fmd: Dashiell Ham¬ 
mett and Raymond Chandler were the 
same person, and therefore, Sam Spade 
and Philip Marlowe are the same character 
and all can be used interchangeably. ” The 
mystery of the mistaken whodunit has 
been solved. 

Seriously, Spade/Marlowe is based on a 
real-life, hard-nosed, ham-fisted detective 
who is still alive and whom Publisher 
Robert K. Brown is going to hire to beat 
up all the editors wholet the mistake get 
through. 

SOF does try to make a profit but * ‘pro¬ 
fiteering?'' If we break even on the POW/ 
MIA special we are going to have the 
wildest damn blowout anyone has ever 
seen in Boulder. Brown has guaranteed 
me that if we make a profit I get a gold star 
and I get to take the profits to Afghanistan 
to be used in a suitable manner. We did the 
Special because 1) the story just kept 
growing and growing and would not fit in 
our normal format , and 2) we have been 
considering an experiment on Special 
issues for a long dme. If this one breaks 
even or even comes reasonably close we 'll 
do more of them on other subjects we 
think you 'll like. — Jim Graves 


Congratulations on an excellent job: 
The POW/MIA special, issue was really 
done well. The only thing I would like to 
have seen added is a very short official 
biography of Lt. Col. Gritz. There were 
hints here and there, but little to go on: 
Where did he get all those medals? Surely 
not for his work as a strategist, or even a 
tactician. His performance in the various 
“operations” described in your issue 
would hardly have earned a passing grade 
for a plebe in tactics one. 

One wonders just what did happen? A 
presumably competent man — from my 


20 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


SEPTEMBER/83 











EDITOR’S NOTE 

Continued from page 2 

Gritz went back to Thailand on 13 May, ostensibly to scout 
locations for a movie to be made about “Operation Lazar¬ 
us,” but amid speculation that this was merely a cover for 
another rescue attempt into Laos. 

The Thais already had their hands full with three of seven 
Americans who had been in Nakhon Phanom since mid- 
April and had reportedly slipped across the border into Laos. 
Although the names of some of the seven were released, it is 
not known exactly who they are, what their purpose was or 
even if they had actually gone in. 

Meanwhile, three Canadians beat Soldier of Fortune’s re¬ 
porter, Lian, to the IDT box left behind by Gritz’s group after 
the November fire fight which broke up “Operation Lazar¬ 
us.” Capt. Lima, who had attacked the Gritz team on 30 
November, attacked a guerrilla leader named Akhien (who 
was with Gritz on 30 November and to whom we had given 
the nom de guerre Thene Kham in our Special), who had the 
IDT in mid-May. Capt. Lima, who works for guerrilla chief 
Kham Bou, killed six of Akhien’s men and recovered the 
box. SOF had offered a case of whiskey for it, but Lima sold it 
for about $10,000 to three Canadians, who SOF believes 
were acting on behalf of Litton Industries or the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. 

In late May, Gritz team member Lance Trimmer delivered 
a long tape-recorded message from Gritz to the Bangkok 
R>st in which Gritz stated that although he would not violate 
the spirit of the law he might break the letter of the law. He 
also referred to the “dark and evil” forces out to get him. 

On 1 June, the Thai government declared Gritz and four 
other “Operation Lazarus” team members persona non gra¬ 
ta and ordered them deported. 

It would appear that the Thais have finally reacted to “the 
forces” — the increasingly skeptical media, the DIA, repre¬ 
sentatives of the NSC and leaders from the various POW/ 
MIA groups — who thought Gritz was harming the cause not 
helping. 

There may not be as much publicity in the future regarding 
POWs — often the best results on issues like this are 
obtained from quiet efforts — but here at SOF, we’re con¬ 
vinced the search for an answer to the fate of the un¬ 
accounted-for Americans will continue. — Jim Graves ^ 


limited experience, they tended to prom¬ 
ote on guts in the old SF, but, lordy, there 
was a minimum level of understanding — 
retires and becomes Mickey Mouse? 
There ought to be a good story there. Or 
perhaps a novel.... 

I did, once upon a time, get a doctorate 
in psychology, and I suppose I could come 
up with a few explanations, but I confess I 
am nonplused. Which is why I’d like to 
know a little more about his career prior to 
his becoming Lawrence of Indochina. 

Dr. Jerry Poumelle 
SOF Contributing Writer 


It is unfortunate that the best journalism 
often results from tragic events. The 


POW/MIA subject certainly could be a 
synonym for a shameful American 
tragedy and your special edition on that 
topic was a paragon of research and inves¬ 
tigative reporting. You and your entire 
staff deserve the utmost congratulations 
on producing a truly remarkable written 
perspective of a problem that demands a 
national priority to resolve. 

Larry Wilson 

Baltimore, Maryland 


On a scale of zero to three, your maga¬ 
zine consistently rates 2.6 or better. Then 
along come issues like June, July and your 
special on the Gritz fiasco. If I could give a 
grade higher than 3.0 for each of those 
issues, I would. They were each outstand¬ 


ing. I get more straightforward, no- 
bullshit information and facts from SOF 
than all other publications combined. I’m 
tired of the same old biases evident in the 
national press and media and my own loc¬ 
al branch of the same. They consistently 
give press coverage to bubble-heads such 
as Fonda, Asner, et al., simply because of 
their name appeal. 

From some of the end-line hyphena¬ 
tions in the July issue it is obvious that 
your new word-processing system (or 
operators) still has some bugs to be ironed 
out. Such are the joys of modem technolo¬ 
gy* 

Henry Plawer 

Quincy, Illinois 


I thoroughly enjoyed reading the POW/ 
MIA special, but I have one issue to bring 
up. On pages 29 and 30 the printer, I 
assume, repeated the copy. I hope they 
didn’t leave something out that may have 
been interesting. As an MI NCO for the 
U.S. Army, I most rightfully have a suspi¬ 
cious mind! 

A Concerned Southeast Asia Vet 

The repeated copy and the wrong end¬ 
line hyphenations along with some really 
strange spellings in the special issue came 
as a result of our new word-processing 
system which has some of the biggest , 
meanest “bugs 1 ’ we have ever seen. The 
special was the first issue we put out on the 
system and between hardware crashes, 
bugs and just general wear-and-tear on the 
editing staff, who turned out a 72-page 
special while producing two regular 
issues, some editing snafus did slip by. In 
the long run our front-end computer will 
help us make Soldier Of Fortune a better 
product. — The Eds. 

Not only did you bring factual and in¬ 
formative justice to Bo Gritz, but articles 
like “The Pawns of War” by Will Brow¬ 
nell, “The French Experience” by Milt 
Copulos and “Vigil for a Missing Son” 
by Jim Morris are each worthy of a 60 
Minutes episode in themselves. 

I am positive that not only is the Amer¬ 
ican public misinformed on the POW/ 
MIA issue, but most so-called journalists 
for our many prestigious newspapers, 
magazines and television stations are 
worse than misinformed — they don’t 
even care. 

You and your staff continue to perform 
a service the American people need more 
than they can imagine. Your dedication 
and loyalty to the truth sets a standard I 
wish more people would recognize, if not 
live up to. 

Marty Homstein 

Los Angeles, California 


After reading your special (POW/MIA) 
I can only say.. .DAMN! Not only could 

Continued on page 96 
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“IF YOU WANT A 
GOOD FIGHT...” 

UPI Combat Correspondent Joins the Cavalry 


Text & Photos by Joe Galloway 


Editor’s Note: When SOF first received 
Robert Oles’ two-part series on the Plei 
Me/Ia Drang Valley/Chu Pong Mountain 
campaign (see “Bloody la Drang ” and 
“Winning One for Gary Owen,” SOF, 
March, April ’83), we immediately began 
searching for an eye-witness account to 
accompany it. Executive Editor Bob Poos 
recalled that Joe Galloway, then a UPI re¬ 
porter/photographer, had been at LZ X-Ray 
all during the battle there. He contacted 
Galloway, who consented to do an on-the- 
spot report. Due to his busy schedule, Joe 
couldn ’t get it in until just before final dead¬ 
line. We felt the piece was so good that it 
shouldn ’t suffer being cut to fit in the April 
issue. So here it is now. 


L IKE all good war stories this one began 
simply enough. 

In the early fall of 1965, sitting with the 
Marines in Da Nang, I persuaded Tiger 
Switch to patch me through to Puma Switch 
and on through several other pieces of the 
exasperating military communications net 
to the UPI bureau on Ngo Due Ke Street in 
Saigon. 

After four or five months of sloshing 
around through paddies and running along 
ridges with the Marines in I Corps, I was no 
longer a green war correspondent. I knew 
the difference between incoming and out¬ 
going, had seen men die on both sides and 
had walked an eerie hilltop in Quang Ngai 
Province where every man of a Vietnamese 
Marine battalion and four American advis¬ 
ers lay dead in their fighting holes. 

I was also being eaten alive by paddy foot 
and crotch rot and my plea to the boss was for 
a change of scenery and altitude. A few 
weeks in the cool, diy central highlands, 
working out of MACV Headquarters in 
Pleiku, was just what the doctor ordered. 
Besides, with the recent arrival of the 1 st Air 
Cav at Anh Khe there would be some good 
features to write as the newcomers started 
working their territory. 

I caught the milk run, a clapped-out old 
C-123 that hauled anything and everything, 
including reporters, from Da Nang north to 
Hue-Phu Bai and then back south to Pleiku. 
The milk-run bird only ran in a straight line 


when it was taking you somewhere you 
didn’t really want to go. 

From the airstrip at Camp Holloway I 
hitched a jeep ride over to MACV where I 
found the public information officer (PIO), 
Capt. Larry Brown, a cordial host dispens¬ 
ing bunks in his animal room, or mosquito 
heaven as we also called it, where the com¬ 
mand chaplain sat in on a nightly poker 
game and was widely accused of rattling his 
beads when drawing to inside straights. 

From MACV I could hop back to Hollo¬ 
way to visit a host of fellow Texans who 
jockeyed helicopters. Bob Oualline, a good 
pilot from Arkansas Pass, introduced me 
around and the groundwork was laid. 

Working out of Pleiku, I made occasional 
runs to check on progress at Anh Khe with 
the First Team. From a somewhat rocky 
start — I can recall reflecting one evening 
on the inexperience of troops who suddenly 
dove for cover when the duty VC sniper 
opened up during nightly showings of old 
Combat television segments — the Cav was 
settling in pretty well, getting its choppers 
on line and flexing its muscles. 


By October, everyone 
smelled trouble in II 
Corps. 


By early October 1965, everyone could 
smell trouble in II Corps (south of I Corps). 
The ARVN forces were light, scattered — 
and scared. The American field presence 
was mostly scattered in isolated Special 
Forces camps with names like Plei Me, Dak 
To, Dak Sut, Dak Pek and MACV com¬ 
pounds in Pleiku and Kontum. 

Gen. William Westmoreland was more 
than a little concerned. He warned 
Washington that the communists were 
poised for an all-out offensive to cut South 
Vietnam in two. We had all read Bernard 
Fall’s books, and the sight of those whitte 
stone markers where French Group Mobile 
100 was ambushed and annihilated in the 


Mang Yang Pass between Anh Khe and 
Pleiku was enough to raise the hair on the 
back of our necks. It was only 12 short years 
since Vo Nguyen Giap’s regulars ate up GM 
100 and now another North Vietnamese 
army was building for battle in the high¬ 
lands. 

Unknown to us at the time, Hanoi the 
previous June had established the B-3 West¬ 
ern Highlands Front under direct North 
Vietnamese control. The NLF, the Viet 
Cong, had nothing to do with this. Maj. 
Gen. Chu Huy Man, a member of the Hanoi 
Central Committee, was in field command 
and he held no brief involving people’s war. 
Man intended to use the dry season to knock 
out those bothersome Special Forces camps 
and blind American eyes to his buildup and 
troop movements as he moved to put press¬ 
ure on the thin ARVN line. 

For the past year, regular North Viet¬ 
namese regiments had been training and 
undergoing indoctrination under a policy 
laid down by Gen. Nguyen Chi Thanh that 
envisioned head-to-head combat with the 
Americans. Gen. Thanh believed he could 
so bloody them that political pressure at 
home would end their troop buildup. Giap 
had his doubts, but let Thanh go ahead. 

The base area for Gen. Man’s forces and 
headquarters would be near Chu Pong 
Mountain and the la Drang River valley, 
astride the Vietnam-Cambodian border. 
With supplies and men pouring down the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail, Gen. Man’s three 
PAVN (People’s Army of Vietnam) regim¬ 
ents assembled and readied themselves for 
battle — the first full North Vietnamese 
division to swing into action since Dien 
Bien Phu. 

When everything was ready, Gen. Man 
set his troops on the march. His first target 
would be Plei Me Special Forces camp on 
National Route 6C — a road that was more a 
memory than a national highway. Plei Me 
camp’s 400 Montagnard mercenary defen¬ 
ders and their families and the dozen Amer¬ 
ican Green Berets who led them were resup¬ 
plied entirely by air. 

On the evening of 19 October, the 2,200 
men of Gen. Man’s 33rd PAVN Regiment 
slipped out of tunnels and launched wave 
attacks against the barbed-wire barriers sur- 
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Project Delta’s Executive Officer fields two handsets at once while directing air 
and artillery strikes around besieged Plei Me Special Forces camp. 


rounding the triangular camp. Surprised de¬ 
fenders poured fire on the attackers, blunted 
attempts to penetrate the wire and held firm 
until daybreak on the 20th when air support 
from Pleiku and Da Nang could be called 
down on the surrounding brushy hills. 

The first helicopter to try and make it into 
Plei Me that morning was ripped apart by 
heavy anti-aircraft fire from tripod-mounted 
Chinese versions of the .50-caliber machine 
gun. Their sights were crude but they closed 
Plei Me to all but the most daring chopper 
pilots. This was to be no hit-and-run affair. 

As tac air plastered the hills with napalm 
and high explosives (HE), PAVN gunners 
made the planes fly through a curtain of fire 
and downed several A IE Sky raiders and 
one B-57 Canberra bomber. 

Ammo, food and water were being para¬ 
chuted in—but the camp was small, the fire 
intense and more often than not the defen¬ 
ders stood helplessly as bundles of goodies 
dropped into enemy laps. 

II Corps commander, Gen. Vinh Loc, 
was persuaded — with difficulty — to dis¬ 
patch an armored relief column large 


enough to bull through the inevitable 
ambush — only after his American counter¬ 
parts, Gen. Stanley (Swede) Larson of Field 
Force Victor (FFV) at Qui Nhon and Gen. 
Harry W. O. Kinnard, CO of the 1st Air 
Cav, guaranteed him that the Cav would 
also dispatch forces to reinforce and secure 
Pleiku. By 23 October, the ARVN armored 
column — 16 tanks, 15 APCs and 1,200 
men — moved cautiously down Route 6C 
toward Plei Me and a Cav Brigade task force 
was on its way to Pleiku. 

Ten miles down the road, the 32nd 
PAVN Regiment sprang its expected 
ambush on Vinh Loc’s relief column. With 
artillery support, the ARVN circled up the 
wagons and hunkered down for a tough 
fight that night and most of the next day. 
With American encouragement and sup¬ 
port, the ARVN column did not break and 
run as usual. The 32nd PAVN wasn’t find¬ 
ing it as easy as they expected. 

Meanwhile, Plei Me camp was getting a 
new commander and some stiffening of its 
own. Maj. Charles Beckwith — who com¬ 
manded the Special Forces Delta Teams — 


and a hand-picked squad were helilifted into 
the vicinity of Plei Me at night and then 
crawled through the rings of PAVN troops. 
Just before dawn they dashed through the 
wire in a hail of automatic-weapons fire. 

We had drawn straws for the few places 
on Beckwith’s mission and I had lost. 1 
stood on the tarmac at Holloway so goddam 
mad I couldn’t talk. As I stalked the flight 
line I ran into one of my fellow Texans and 
explained my problem. He commiserated 
and allowed as how he was sort of interested 
in getting a look at the action. 

The next morning he said words to the 
effect of “Screw the Army and those sitreps 
that say you can’t fly into Plei Me. Let’s 
go.” We went. 

(When then-Col. Charlie Beckwith led 
the raid into Iran [see “Who Dares Wins,” 
SOF, June ’79], I pulled my photo file to 
find some snaps of him, and ran across the 
first sight I had of Plei Me camp. I shot the 
picture and even today it scares me. The 
chopper was laid over on its side, diving 
through PAVN machine-gun fire. Its open 
door frames the besieged camp. Mortar 
bursts are raising clouds of choking red dirt. 
Smoke from napalm and artillery bursts 
rises from the jungle.) 

My buddy dropped the chopper into Plei 
Me. 1 jumped out before the skids hit. It was 
the first chopper they had had on the ground 
in a long time and in seconds it was stacked 
full of wounded and old Tex was pulling 
pitch like a madman and making obscene 
gestures at me. Seconds later a Special 
Forces sergeant tapped me on the shoulder 
and said: “Son, Maj. Beckwith wants to see 
you and he sure is mad. He’s the fellow over 
there jumping up and down on his hat.” 

The Beckwith tirade began: “I need 
ammo, water, food, medevac, reinforce¬ 
ments. I need everything. And the Army, in 
its wisdom, sends me a fucking reporter. 
Well, you ain’t a reporter no more. You are 
a comer machine-gunner. ’ ’ 

Then Charlie stopped, grinned, drew a 
breath and asked who was that crazy SOB 
that flew me in on that chopper. “I need 
more pilots like him.” 

Two sleepless nights later, the ARVN 
relief column arrived to break the siege of 
Plei Me. With it came the inimitable Bob 
Poos, my friendly competitor from the 
Associated Press. I asked what took him so 
long and got the standard two-word reply. 

Late on 25 October, Gen. Man pulled 
back his two regiments, leaving behind a 
reinforced battalion to maintain some press¬ 
ure on Plei Me. Suddenly the sky filled with 
more helicopters than I had ever seen at one 
time. The First Air Cav had arrived. I said 
my goodbyes to Charlie Beckwith, accepted 
his offer of an M16 and ammo, then joined a 
column of troops marching through the 
moonscape around the battered camp. The 
bombing left trees stripped and twisted. 
Your nose told you the enemy had died by 
the hundreds. The stink of death filled the 
air. 

One more strange image lingers from the 
Plei Me defense. Maj. Beckwith’s execu- 
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By the time 1st Air Cavalry arrived at Plei Me, surrounding landscape had 
become £ “moonscape” from repeated shelling and airstrikes aimed at attacking 
North Vietnamese. 


tive officer was a strapping six-foot, six- 
inch southern black. He juggled three radios 
through the fight, coordinating air and artil¬ 
lery strikes and guiding the relief task force 
in safely. Suddenly he held out the handset 
of one of his PRC-10s and told Beckwith, 
“Charlie, the President wants to talk to 
you.” 

Beckwith responded, “The president of 
what, for Christ’s sake?” The XO grinned 
big and shot back, “Charlie, the man says 
he is the President of the United States.” 

It was Lyndon B. Johnson himself, 
patched through a dozen Tiger Switches 
with the reddest of priorities to talk to His 
Boys in His War. While mortars thunked 
and napalm cannisters whoofed and an air 
supply drop floated down, Charlie Beck¬ 
with was told how proud his President was 
and how well he was defending the frontiers 
of freedom. 

Charlie interspersed the conversation 
with a few “yessirs” and finally was 
allowed to get back to fighting the war. 

Meanwhile, Gen. Westmoreland flew up 
to Nha Trang and told Swede Larson that 
maybe they ought to give Harry Kinnard 
and the Cav their head with orders to “find, 
fix and destroy” Gen. Man’s PAVN. 

I headed back to Pleiku to file my stories, 
ship my undeveloped rolls of film, bathe 
and change uniforms, and sleep in one of 
Larry Brown’s bunks. 

Gen. Kinnard knew exactly who could 
carry out the job of finding and fixing the 
PAVN and turned the task over to Lt. Col. 
John B. Stockton and his 1st Squadron, 9th 
Cavalry recon unit. 

As the battered 33rd PAVN struggled to 
reach the supposedly safe rear area around 
Chu Pong Mountain, Stockton’s choppers 
buzzed all over the formerly secure valleys 
and Cav infantry units leapfrogged over the 
hills with their batteries of 105mm howit¬ 
zers slung below the Chinooks. Together, 
they kept the 33rd on the run and away from 
its caches of food, ammo and medical sup¬ 
plies. In the process, the Cav troopers cap¬ 
tured intact the PAVN regimental hospital 
and valuable documents detailing the 33rd’s 
supply caches and march routes. All routes 
pointed toward Chu Pong and the la Drang 
Valley and by 3 November, Stockton de¬ 
cided to insert a recon platoon into an LZ on 
the slopes of Chu Pong for a night ambush. 

That evening all hell broke loose. The 
66th PAVN Regiment felt secure and safe in 
its base area. One of its battalions moved 
along a well-beaten trail, the men laughing 
and talking as they walked through Capt. 
Charles B. Knowlen’s 19 men hidden in 
brush behind their claymore mines. The 
Vietnamese even stopped to cook rice for 
supper within smell of the ambush platoon. 

Knowlen waited until the North Viet¬ 
namese were back on the move and held off 
until the heavy-weapons platoon got in his 
kill zone. He was afraid the rising moon 
would soon reveal his position so he 
touched off his claymores and laid a wall of 
rifle and M79 grenade fire into the ranks of 
the stupefied communists. 


In two minutes, Knowlen’s men were 
hotfooting it back to LZ Mary where two 
other ambush platoons had been alerted to 
get back to patrol base and things were 
buttoning up for trouble. In that LZ also 
waited Charlie Black, one of the finest com¬ 
bat correspondents to grace the battlefields 
of Vietnam or any other war. (See “Charlie 
Black,” SOF, April ’83.) 

“Twenty men and they ambush a whole 
goddam battalion,” Black would later tell 
me. “Jesus, it was beautiful. You should 
have been there.” 

Within two hours the mauled PAVN 
battalion, minus heavy weapons, had lo¬ 
cated the patrol base and begun its probes. 
The battle was joined. Helicopter gunships 
roared in to pour rocket and machine-gun 
fire into the North Vietnamese. By 0130, 
Stockton fed in the rest of A Company with 
groundfife riddling each chopper as it drop¬ 
ped into the LZ. 

The LZ stood off two more communist 
attempts to overrun it before first light when 
Stockton airlifted the rest of 1/8 Cav into it. 


If the American commanders had had any 
lingering doubts, they now knew for certain 
there was a third PAVN regiment in the 
area. 

On 9 November Gen. Kinnard rotated his 
forces, moving the fresh 3rd Brigade under 
Col. Brown in to replace the 1st. Kinnard 
ordered them to focus operations east of Plei 
Me. The maneuver confused the North 
Vietnamese commander and he decided to 
have another shot at Plei Me, this time using 
the 66th Regiment. The 33rd had to be 
reorganized as a composite battalion (only 
800 effective troops were left after the open¬ 
ing rounds of the campaign). 

Col. Brown set up 3rd Brigade headquar¬ 
ters in the old French tea plantation at 
Catecha. A sign planted outside the ops tent 
identified the operation as “Shiny 
Bayonet.” 

As his troops fanned out for recon and 
medcap visits east of Plei Me, I hooked on 
with Lt. Col. Harold G. (Hal) Moore’s 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, who were headed up 
the hills. 
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Medic treats wounded trooper near Col. Hal G. Moore’s CP at LZ X-Ray during 
la Drang Valley battle. 


My memory is of one of those awful, hot 
afternoons spent hacking and crawling 
through some of the meanest wait-a-minute 
briar patches and the most aggressive red 
tree ants you’d want. Once, it took us two 
hours to cover maybe 200 meters. 

Just before nightfall. Moore waved the 
battalion across a narrow but chest-deep 
mountain stream of ice water and then we 
buttoned up with a cold can of C-rats, no 
fires, no smokes, no lights. I would later 
spend three years in Russia and endure 50- 
below-zero cold but I would never be colder 
than that night at 6,000 feet, wet and shiver¬ 
ing inside my poncho. 

At daybreak I pinched off a chunk of C4 
explosive from my emergency stock and 
fired it to boil the fastest cup of coffee in the 
Western world. Then I looked around to see 
1/7, including Col. Moore, all busy shaving 
in their tin pQts. If I had any lingering doubts 
that this unit ran just a bit differently and 
with a lot more pride they were taken care of 
when Moore walked over and suggested 
that if I was attached to them I could damn 
well shave too. I did. 

Later we would march into a curious and 
remote Montagnard village so far from civi¬ 
lization and the news that one old man 
emerged from the longhouse on stilts, hasti¬ 
ly buttoning up a tattered old army coat and 
happily waving the French tricolor flag. He 
was sure that his brethren of decades ago 
had kept their promise and relumed. I’m not 
sure we ever adequately explained the situa¬ 
tion to his satisfaction. 

Later I lifted back to Pleiku, shipped film 
and stories and then heard that on the night 
of 12 November the Brigade HQ at the tea 
plantation had been heavily probed. I hitch¬ 
ed back out. 

I talked to a sergeant who almost single- 
handedly had broken the attack. He had 
been squatting in a foxhole near the dirt 
airstrip, loading M16 clips for his outfit. 
The good sergeant had about 150 loaded 
clips stacked in his hole when the flag went 
up and the bad guys started assaulting across 
the open airstrip. His hole filled with empty 
brass as he slid the selector to rock ’n’ roll 
and knocked them down like crazy. He 
burned up that M16 in a good cause. When 
he finally quit firing, the flash protector 
fused into a lump over the end of the barrel. 

I decided to stick around and see if there 
would be a rerun that evening — and 
Brown’s staff told me that Hal Moore’s 1/7, 
which was doing perimeter guard that night, 
would be lifting into a new operation the 
next day. Brown said I could hitch a ride in 
his command chopper shortly after the LZ 
was secured. 

I wandered on down to the perimeter, 
found a squad that welcomed the company 
and “dug myself a foxhole beneath one of the 
teabushes. The troops were grousing that 
they had been warned to be careful about the 
bushes because the French owners would 
bill the U.S. government $25 for each one 
damaged or destroyed, and $125 for each 
rubber tree in the plantation over on the next 
hill. The planters had been down yelling 
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CIDG troops and Special Forces men rush to recover supplies after one of the few 
successful air drops at Plei Me during the siege. Most drops landed behind North 
Vietnamese lines. 


about the damage from last night’s scrap. 

As we broke out the Oats, I asked the 
man in the next hole what the date was. 
“The 13th” was his reply. 

“It’s my birthday,” I told him. He 
laughed, wished me a happy one — and 
flipped me his can of pound cake. We 
agreed it was one hell of a place to spend 
your 24th birthday. 

The next morning, after a spooky, sleep¬ 
less but quiet night, I went down to watch 
Moore’s troops load up and begin lifting off 
for the assault at the base of the Chu Pong 
massif. Moore had selected LZ X-Ray for 
the assault because it was the biggest of 
three possible landing zones, able to take 
between eight and 10 choppers at a time. 

After artillery and gunship prepping, 
Moore’s lead company hit the LZ just be¬ 
fore 1100, with Moore and his command 
group coming off the first chopper. 

Moore set up his command post (CP) in 
the middle of a patch of ant hills — six to 
eight feet tall and hard as concrete, these ant 
hills were a prominent feature of the terrain 
— in a copse of trees. Elephant grass 
obscured the view. Some dry waist-deep 
creek beds ran along the northwest side of 
the LZ. One hell of a defensive position but 
so far the bad guys weren’t defending. 

On the mountainside above the LZ, 
PAVN regulars had spotted the landing, 
figured it for company size, and their com¬ 
mander from previous experience of the 
Cav’s leapfrog operations reckoned that 
further reinforcements were not likely to be 
coming. He decided to send two battalions 
from the 66th Regiment and the 33rd Reg¬ 
iment’s composite group down to wipe out 
the Americans. 

So far no action. I hung close to the ops 
tent back at the tea plantation. 

Capt. Tony Nadal’s Alpha Company was 
lifted in even as Bravo Company troops 
were flushing and capturing a weary Viet¬ 
namese who had been lost in the brush. The 
prisoner told Col. Moore that there were at 
least three PAVN battalions in the area. 

Moore decided to send platoons from 
Bravo on up the northwest ridge to snoop 
around. They had gotten barely 100 meters 
when things started to pop. 

Lt. Henry Herrick’s 2nd Pin. pushed 
ahead although North Vietnamese rushing 
down the mountain trails drove a wedge 
between his platoon and the flanks, and 
snipers in the trees and ant hills were begin¬ 
ning to chew on the Americans. The brunt 
of the growing PAVN assault fell directly 
on Herrick’s platoon. 

Moore today says the communists were 
surprised to find the Cav troopers still mov¬ 
ing ahead when they were hit. The PAVN 
commander was also surprised to find that 
most of a Cav battalion, 1/7, had been lifted 
right onto Gen. Man’s doorstep. PAVN 
Field Front reacted by ordering the 8th 
Battalion of the 66th Regiment to reverse its 
march toward Plei Me and return to help 
cover the base camp from the surprise 
assault. 

Meanwhile the air lift was bringing in 


Charlie Company and the lead elements of 
the weapons company. This time the PAVN 
were in the tree line shooting the choppers 
full of holes. What had been a cool LZ was 
now hotter than hell. 

Moore moved Nadal’s company up to 
assist the besieged Bravo units just in time 
to run headon into what one survivior would 
later call “all the gooks in the whole damn 
world.” 

Artilley and tac air were hammering the 
terrain while the PAVN were using their 
potato-masher grenades, mortars and those 
nasty little rocket-propelled grenades 
(RPG). 

Back at the tea plantation, the ops tent 
was getting noisy and busy and I was press¬ 
ing Col.Brown for my promised ride into 
action. Brown also wanted a firsthand look 
at the situation, so we headed off in his 
chopper for X-Ray. 


A 25-meter circle of death 
and destruction. 


When Brown told Moore he was over¬ 
head and wanted to land, Moore told him no 
way. Choppers were downed and men kil¬ 
led in that last lift and the LZ was simply too 
hot. As I looked out the left side of the 
chopper, trying to make sense out of the 
smoke and confusion below, an A IE Sky- 
raider screamed below us trailing smoke 
and fire and slammed into the forest. 

No parachute. 

Brown reluctantly ordered the chopper to 
turn around and leave X-Ray, dropping me 
off at LZ Falcon where the supporting artil¬ 
lery batteries were located and where I stood 


a better chance of hitching onto a medevac 
or supply chopper. 

By 1500, Moore had radioed Brown, 
asking for at least another rifle company for 
reinforcement — while up the mountainside 
Lt. Herrick’s Lost Platoon held desperately 
to a 25-meter circle of death and destruc¬ 
tion. They were surrounded and whoever 
moved got hit. Herrick went down. The 
PAVN overran the machine gun providing 
covering fire and turned the gun around to 
use on the surviving Americans. 

The dying Herrick handed command over 
to Sgt. Palmer, but within seconds a gre¬ 
nade blast killed Palmer. Another sergeant 
moved to take Palmer’s place and died in¬ 
stantly of a bullet through the head. Sgt. 
Clyde Savage then took command, grabbed 
the radio and walked the artillery in until he 
had drawn a curtain of shrapnel around the 
platoon. 

Helicopters managed to get some desper¬ 
ately needed ammo and water into the LZ at 
late afternoon. 

Moore ordered another desperate effort to 
relieve the Lost Platoon up the ridgeline. 
Leading one of Tony Nadal’s platoons, Lt. 
Joe Marm ran into PAVN entrenched in one 
of the ant hills. He tried to take them out 
with a LAW rocket and then, in desperation 
as the PAVN machine gunners were picking 
off his men, Marm stood up and charged the 
position with a grenade. As he mopped up 
the last few survivors with his M16 a sniper 
round smashed his jaw. Marm’s bravery 
would win him the Medal of Honor but that 
afternoon it failed to clear a path through to 
Herrick’s platoon. 

As night fell, Moore ordered both the 
stalled companies to pul! back to the peri¬ 
meter, and informed Savage that he and his 
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First Lt. Walter J. Marm, Jr. won Medal of Honor for a single-handed assault 
on PAVN position while attempting relief of cut-off platoon. Photo: U.S. Army 


men would have to make it through the night 
on their own. 

The reinforcements — Bravo Company 
of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cav — lifted into 
the LZ at dark. 

Back atLZ Falcon, I ran into the familiar 
figure of Capt. Matt Dillon, Moore’s ops 
officer and a man I had chatted with on that 
hike into the hills: “Matt, I’ve got to get in 
there.” 

He shook his head but when I kept after 
him he said he would put it to Col. Moore. 
In the ops tent Dillon got on the radio and 


told Moore that he was coming in with a 
final load of ammo and water in two chop¬ 
pers: “And that reporter Galloway wants to 
come along. ’ ’ Moore responded that if I was 
that crazy and there was room on a chopper 
to let me come. 

Shortly after 2000, 14 November, we 
lifted off LZ Falcon bound for X-Ray. I sat 
on a stack of cases of ammo and hand gre¬ 
nades. The rest of the load was C-rats and 
plastic five-gallon containers of water. 

We came in low and fast and on the way 
down I saw flashes of light up and down the 


mountainside that I was sure were muzzle 
flashes. Dillon saw them too but reckoned 
they were signal lamps to guide PAVN rein¬ 
forcements down the mountain to the killing 
ground. Either way the sight was not reas¬ 
suring. 

We grazed the trees dropping into the LZ 
and then were on the ground bailing out into 
the darkness. I grabbed the boxes I had been 
sitting on and threw them out. In seconds 
the supplies were out, wounded on and the 
pilots hauling out. 

A gruff voice came out of the dark as 
Dillon and I stood up. “Watch where you 
walk. There are a lot of dead bodies around 
and they’re all American.” That was my 
introduction to Sgt. Maj. Basil Plumley of 
Columbus, Ga. It was his battalion and 
those were his dead. 

Plumley guided us to the patch of anthills 
and trees where Moore’s CP was located. 
Fires lit the distant slopes of Chu Pong. 
Artillery rounds came in with that strange 
sound that always reminds me of freight 
trains moving by at a distance. 

Hal Moore shook my hand and pulled me 
down beside him. “I don’t know why you 
wanted to come but you’re here and you’re 
welcome. Things are tough and they’re like¬ 
ly to get a lot tougher.” 

Moore told me of Herrick’s platoon up on 
the ridge and said they and we would spend 
the night in a ring of artillery fire to keep the 
PAVN off our backs. Flare ships were on 
call and Puff the Magic Dragon would be 
around to hose the bad guys with his mini¬ 
guns. 

The CP group had their backs against a 
decent-sized ant hill. Nobody was dug in 
except the Vietnamese Kit Carson scout 
who had burrowed into that ant hill until not 
even his boot soles were visible — and 
happily remained there for the rest of the 
battle. 

I picked me out a nice tree and leaned 
back against it, watching and listening and 
loading some clips for Charlie Beckwith’s 
M16. Sometime between midnight and 
0300 I dozed off and the last thing I recall 
was Sgt, Maj. Plumley draping his poncho 
liner over me. That great grizzly bear — 
veteran of three wars — tucking me in like 
one of his grandsons. When I awoke I was 
almost buried beneath a layer of leaves, 
twigs and branches cut out of the trees over¬ 
head by passing shrapnel. 

Up on his ridge, Clyde Savage had 
walked the arty right up on top of his thin 
lines and hunkered down. He found he was 
in a good spot to keep an eye on the PAVN 
as they organized their attacks against the 
LZ and he took some pleasure in adjusting 
the 105 battery fire to scramble things up for 
the PAVN every chance he got. Beginning 
around 0345 the Lost Platoon had to fight 
off a series of PAVN charges signalled by 
bugle calls. 

Down below we stirred in the darkness. 
Col. Moore was hoping that elements of 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Cav, poised at LZ Victor, 
could lift in to reinforce at daybreak. No 
such luck. 
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UP! Combat Correspondent Joe Galloway at Da Nang Press Center complete 
with tools of the trade: a Nikon 35mm camera with zoom lens and the Carl 
Gustav 9mm Model 45 SMG, better known as the Swedish K. 


Just before 0700 8th Battalion, 66th 
PAVN, hit the southeast sector, slamming 
into Capt. Robert Edwards’ Charlie Com¬ 
pany. Although Edwards called for rein¬ 
forcements, Moore held off committing his 
slender reserves in Charlie’s sector, sus¬ 
pecting the PAVN might be hoping he 
would do that. Hal Moore was right. By 
0715 another PAVN battalion was knocking 
on our eastern door, and half an hour later 
yet another tried the western sector. 

We were catching it from three sides and 
those little RPGs were whizzing into the LZ 
and around the CP with monotonous reg¬ 
ularity. 

Suddenly in the middle of this, a Cav 
trooper across the LZ got up, wearing only a 
white T-shirt and fatigue trousers, and be¬ 
gan walking slowly straight across the open 
LZ while bullets kicked up dirt around him 
and the RPG explosions rocked him. We 
screamed at him to get down or go back and 
finally our calls got through over the noise 
of battle. Slowly he turned to walk back and 
we could see that his back was shredded by 
shrapnel. The aid station was next to the CP 
and the stunned trooper was simply taking 
the shortest route. 

Matt Dillon and I were both thinking on 
the same theme this morning: Up until now 
the greatest tradition of the 7th Cavalry had 
been built at a place called the Little Big 
Horn with Col. George C. Custer in cir¬ 
cumstances uncomfortably similar to those 
we now found ourselves in. 

About this time I was busy trying to see 
just how flat I could make myself and curs¬ 
ing the buttons on my fatigue jacket for 
costing me the edge. I felt a size-12 boot toe 
in my ribs and looked up to see Sgt. Maj. 
Plumley standing tall and grinning big: 
“Son, you can’t take no pictures laying 
down there on the ground,’’ 

I decided Plumley was right. I also de¬ 
cided that our chances of coming out of this 
alive were somewhere between slim and 
nothing and with Plumley for an example I 
decided I would just as soon get mine stand¬ 
ing up. I got up, ignoring the fire sweeping 
over us, and began taking pictures. 

Midmoming of the 15th we got a lull. Air 
and arty had been making things hot for the 
PAVN. Or maybe it was rice time. I walked 
out to the edge of the LZ. A trooper jumped 
out of a mortar pit about 25 meters away and 
dashed in my direction, diving beneath a bit 
of brush. All I could see was two eyeballs 
under the helmet. “Jqe Galloway. Are you 
Joe Galloway from Refugio, Texas? Don’t 
you know me, man? It’s Vicente Cantu 
from Refugio.” 

And so it was. We came from the same 
little oil and ranching town in south Texas. 
Graduated from high school in the same 
year, 1959. 

In the blessed lull we stole five minutes 
for a class reunion. “Joe, this is bad shit. 
But if I make it I go home in two weeks. I’ll 
be in Refugio for Christmas. ” He did and he 
was. 

While the lull lasted, I walked another 20 
or 30 meters and squatted down to talk to 


some troopers dug in in some elephant 
grass; then as the sound of firing began 
picking up, I headed back to the CP. As I 
reached the anthill I heard someone in the 
command group scream, “My god, he’s 
unloading on us. Stop him, stop him!” 

The Air Force officer handling forward 
air control began yelling into his mike and I 
looked up to see a Skyhawk nose up and a 
nice fat cannister of napalm separate and 
begin loblollying end over end straight at 
us. We froze. Quit breathing. 

Nothing to do now. 

The cannister went right over the CP and 
exploded between us and the troopers I had 
just been talking with minutes before. There 
was a wall of fire and then I could see our 
men dancing in that fire and hear their 
screams over the fire noise. As the blaze 


faded to burning grass several of us ran into 
it. Someone told me to grab this man’s feet 
and help haul him back to the aid station. 
When I grabbed him the meat over his ank¬ 
les twisted away in my hand. 

Twenty meters and the CP would have 
been gone with CO, XO, air controller, 
artillery controller. And one reporter Those 
burned men in the aid station would scream 
for hours. All the morphine in the world 
wouldn’t have stopped them. Most of the 
water we had brought in the night before 
still lay out in the LZ grass. It was partly to 
get away from those screams that I got up 
and made two trips out to haul water back to 
the aid station. 

During another lull that morning, one 
platoon from 2/7 airlifted into the LZ and 
went straight into battle reinforcing Charlie 
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Combat-weary trooper from 1/7 awaits orders to move out at end of battle of la 
Drang Valley. 


Company. The rest of 2/7 hiked overland 
from LZ Victor and two of its companies 
immediately moved out with Herren’s men 
to find and extract the Lost Platoon. 

Strangely unopposed they finally reached 
Savage’s small group and told them it was 
okay to get up. Sgt. Galen Gungum recal¬ 
led, “We thought he was nuts. Not one of us 
got up. ’ * Over 70 North Vietnamese bodies 
were piled around the platoon’s perimeter. 

With reinforcements in hand Col. Moore 
pushed our lines out 100 meters. The expan¬ 
sion uncovered hundreds of the dead from 
both sides intermingled in the elephant 
grass, giving mute testimony to the vicious 
hand-to-hand fighting that had taken place. 

That afternoon Matt Dillon passed the 
word to keep an eye on Chu Pong Mountain 
for a spectacular show. On schedule 24 B- 
52 stratoforts from Guam laid a carpet of 
750-pounders on that mountain and per¬ 
manently rearranged some landscape. 

That night we settled in to a quieter even¬ 
ing. A few light probes to keep everyone 
alert. But Gen. Man wasn’t through with us 
yet. Five of his best battalions had been 
broken against LZ X-Ray and the 7th Caval¬ 
ry. Although PAVN had spotted the platoon 
that came in by helicopter they apparently 
missed the arrival of most of 2/7 Battalion 
by foot. Down the mountain they came for 
one more big shot and again the defenders’ 
fire along with tac air and artillery chewed 
them up. 

Before dawn Col. Moore had Dillon 
radio around and get an ammo count from 
the companies. Everyone was fairly fat, 
especially the new arrivals. Moore had Dil¬ 
lon order every man to take two clips, select 
for full-auto and “shoot whatever the hell 
you don’t like the looks of out front of 
you.*’ 

On signal everyone opened up. Moore’s 
hunch paid off. A company of PAVN was 
crawling up on the perimeter. They thought 
they had been discovered when the 


shooting started and jumped up, launching 
their attack prematurely. Alert troopers with 
their clips laid out in front of them cut the 
hapless North Vietnamese to ribbons. Later 
we found some of those PAVN still lying in 
the grass where they had been crawling, 
shot right in the tops of their hats. On other 
parts of the perimeter wary troopers shot up 
the treetops and bagged several roped-in 
snipers, waiting for good shooting light. 

Thus was bom the “Mad Minute” in 
Vietnam combat. Hal Moore later would 
say that he thought it would be a good way 
to build confidence in his troops — and a 
good way to clean up the perimeter by fire 


“Son, you can’t 
take no pictures 
laying down!” 


rather than sending recon units out for the 
PAVN to chew on. 

Later that morning the rest of 2/7 mar¬ 
ched in and Brigade HQ radioed that the 
boys from 1/7 could march for home. 

As the fresh troops and reporters marched 
in, they looked at Hal Moore’s men with 
wonder and amazement. When a few 
rounds roared in the newcomers hit the dirt. 
We were long past that. It was only back¬ 
ground noise. 

Hal Moore came over. He grabbed my 
shoulders. “You go back and tell the world 
how well we fought and died here. Go tell 
them.” Tears cut trails through the red dirt 
on both our faces. 

Later Moore would send a message to my 
boss. “I knew what I was doing there. I’m a 
professional soldier and it was my job. But I 
couldn’t understand what Galloway was 


doing there. He was a civilian. He didn’t 
have to be there. But there he was, propped 
up against that tree with that M16 across his 
lap.” 

Just before I joined 1/7 in grabbing a 
chopper bound for Camp Holloway, Li. 
Col. Robert McDade, who was comman¬ 
ding 2/5 and part of 2/7, suggested that I 
march on up the valley with his unit. 
“We’re going to go catch what’s left of 
them. ’ ’ I shook my head, told McDade I had 
to go file my story of the last three days, and 
warned him to watch his ass because there 
was still more than enough PAVN out there 
to go around. 

McDade’s battalion would march into a 
PAVN ambush strung out over a mile-long 
column in heavy elephant grass and 
thousands of ant hills. A debacle would 
ensue, a battalion would be broken and cut 
to shreds. But that is another story. 

In the final analysis, the men of the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, policed up the bat¬ 
tleground at LZ X-Ray. We had won the first 
meeting of American regulars and North 
Vietnamese regulars. 

Back at Camp Holloway, Gen. West¬ 
moreland walked down the ranks of 1/7 
troopers shaking hands. Medals would 
shower down. A Presidential Unit Citation 
would be added to 1/7’s flag. Lt. Col. Harold 
G. Moore of Bardstown, Ky., would be 
promoted to full colonel and given command 
of his own brigade. Early the following year 
— 1966 — in Operation Masher/White 
Wing, Moore would march his troops into 
coastal valleys where the Viet Cong had 
reigned untouched for 15 years. 

Wherever I happened to be hanging my 
pack, Moore would send word to come on 
back to Anh Khe because he was onto some¬ 
thing I might be interested in. I always went 
and it was always interesting. 

Half a dozen times Moore and I would be 
sitting in some mess hall or bar and overhear 
some officers moaning aloud about some 
10-day operation that had been a walk in the 
sun and wondering why they couldn’t get in 
a fight. 

Moore and I would grin and walk over to 
inform them that we had a six-figure map 
coordinate for a place we guaranteed they 
could get all the action they wanted. 

Later in 1966 one Cav unit indeed heli- 
lifted back into LZ X-Ray and promptly got 
in one hell of a fight. 

Back in Anh Khe, Sgt Maj . Plumley 
composed a little barracks ditty that encom¬ 
passed one lesson we would never forget: 

* * We have met the boys from the North; 

They came to fight and not to play.” 

I would spend another decade in Asia and 
return to Vietnam for tours in 1971, 1973 
and again in 1975 for the end of the whole 
mess. I would pound the jungles in lesser- 
known conflicts in Indonesian New Guinea, 
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand and Bang¬ 
ladesh. None of it would match the intensity 
of those three days in November 1965. 

It was the fight of my life. 

I salute those who fought there and fell 
there. They are my brothers. ^ 


SEPTEMBER/83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 29 





’83 BIANCH1 
CUP BLASTOFF 

Brian Enos Outperforms Futuristic Field 

Text & Photos by Jake Jatras 



A RIZONA’S Brian Enos mercifully lo¬ 
wered his sights and fired his 506th 
round into the Missouri soil — after knock¬ 
ing down an astonishing 505 eight-inch 
circular steel plates to capture the 1983 
Bianchi Cup. 

Created to bring together top shooters and 
equalize the differences between the auto- 
dominated IPSC (International Practical 
Shooting Confederation) and wheelgunning 
PPC (Practical Police Combat), the Bianchi 
Cup was founded in 1979 by John Bianchi 
of Bianchi Gunleather. With a course de¬ 
signed by past IPSC World Champion Ray 
Chapman, the annual event saw 200 of the 
finest handgunners from all the major disci¬ 
plines (NRA Bull’s-Eye, IPSC and PPC) 
muster at the Chapman Academy Range in 
Columbia, Mo,, 24-28 May 1983 to shoot 
for a share of $160,000 in prize money — 


1983 Bianchi Cup Champion Brian Enos of 
Mesa, Ariz., put on incredible shooting 
performance, with score of 1903/612 
X-rings. 


the richest tournament in the history of the 
sport. 

All strings of fire are six shots, with no 
reloading or movement. Each match is 
worth 480 points, but it is the X-ring count 
that really matters. Targets for three of the 
courses are modified IPSC buff cardboard 
silhouettes without heads ( affectionately re¬ 
ferred to as the R2D2 target). 

Weapons are not restricted to action type, 
but must be 9mm or larger in caliber and 
ammunition must be loaded to at least equal 
the power of the standard .38 Special 158- 
grain lead bullet service round. Most of the 


IPSC shooters stayed with their autos and 
the PPC group stayed in their camp with the 
revolvers. But due to the importance of hav¬ 
ing a high X-ring count, optical sights 
(Aimpoints, various power scopes, etc.) 
sprouted on many of the competitor’s guns. 

Match One — the Aimpoint Practical 
Event — is a variation of the popular IPSC 
“Advanced Military Modified” and in¬ 
volves shooting in fixed times at a duo of 
buff silhouettes at ranges from 10 to 50 
yards. One stage also requires shooters to 
fire weak hand. 

Caswell Equipment Company of St. 
Paul, Minn., provided the electronic timing 
gear. This advanced equipment really 
seemed to bring the competition right into 
the computer age. Sensors attached to the 
bottom of each target recorded the shock 
wave of the bullet passing through the 
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target. Once the stop signal went off, a 
bullet passing through the target would be 
recorded on the sophisticated timer as an 
overtime shot. 

Times in all the match stages seemed a bit 
liberal for the fast-paced IPSC pistoleros, 
but even they fell to the new timers. Last 
year’s champ, Mickey Fowler, was asses¬ 
sed a late-shot penalty on day one. As the 
word passed among the entrants, late shots 
began to fall off, but many continued to 
question the machine’s calls. 

John Pride of the Los Angeles Police 
Department missed a perfect score of480 by 
two points to take the demanding match. 
Rob Leatham from Arizona was close be¬ 
hind at 476 and Arkansas pistolsmith Bill 
Wilson was third with a 472. 

Many of the pre-match favorites had 
some problems on this course. Three time 
champ Fowler turned in a 466; Enos shot 
467 and ’82 IPSC U.S. Title holder, Mike 
Plaxco, came in well back in the pack with a 
414. 

Match Two — the Guns & Ammo Barri¬ 
cade Event is modeled after the PPC barri¬ 
cade event, and has on its own become a 
specialized course of fire. 

From the Honda Motocross gloves to the 
contorted grip stances, it was obvious that 
even down to an individual stage the neme¬ 
sis of the average shooter — specialization 
— was making its presence felt. The only 
item not in use was a “C” clamp to attach 
the weapon to the barricade wall. The shoot¬ 
ers blew the 10 ring right out of the targets. 

Chip McCormick of Texas, South Afri¬ 
can Paul Liebenberg and Bill Gambill of 
North Carolina all shot a perfect 480, with 
McCormick occupying the top spot on an 
X-ring count of 38. Six others were two 
points off the pace at 478. 

The Caswell timers should have used a 
rattler sound instead of an electronic over¬ 
time bleep, as they provided more than one 
shooter with a venomous 10-point bite (this 
is where Fowler got his OT call). With the 
centers being one ragged hole, it was also 
tough to count the number of hits on the 
target. 

Match Three — The Shooting Times 
Moving Target Event — has in the past 
proven to be a back-breaker for some and a 
moment of glory for others. IPSC competi¬ 
tors should have a slight edge in this event 
due to the inclusion of “movers” in most 
major IPSC matches, but the PPC/Bull’s- 
eye guys caught on fast. The mover crosses 
60 feet in six seconds and the ranges vary 
from 10 to 25 yards. (At the 10-yard mar¬ 
ker, each shooter fires six shots per run at 
the target; at 25 yards, three shots are fired 
per pass.) 

The “lead” on the target is critical and 
varies with caliber and load. Eventual win¬ 
ner Enos had his timing down pat and scored 
an impressive 478 with 35 X-ring hits. 
North Carol in an Mark Duncan also had a 
478, but was shy a few Xs. Third place went 
to Fowler with 476. 

When Southern Californian Nick Pruitt 
gets around to designing a family crest, he 


Ross Seyfried on Barricade Stage. Seyfried 
shot a 475 on the event. 

Three-time Cup victor Mickey Fowler on 
Barricade Stage. Fowler slipped into eighth 
place this year. 


Guns for Bianchi Cup have developed into 
highly specialized pieces of equipment. Mike 
Dalton’s rig with Aimpoint weighs in at 59 
ounces — empty! 


1983 BIANCHI CUP 

24. Michael Murray 

25. Louis Nardi 

1827/118 

1824/119 

TOP FIFTY 

26. David Smith 

1822/130 

NAME 

SCORE/X-RINGS 

27. Curtis Shipley 

1822/103 

1. Brian Enos 

1903/612 

28. Vance Schmid 

1821/118 

2. John Pride 

1902/407 

29. Paul Liebenberg 

1821/118 

3. Tom Campbell 

1897/141 

30. Jim Zubiena 

1821/115 

4. Bill Gambill 

1890/158 

31. Jack Magruder 

1818/118 

5. Mark Duncan 

1890/123 

32. J.D. Herrman 

1816/95 

6. Rob Leatham 

1886/142 

33. Ross Carter 

1812/112 

7. Jerry Usher 

1882/131 

34. John Shaw 

1807/118 

8. Mickey Fowler 

1878/136 

35. Jerry Barrett 

1804/98 

9. Mitchell McNeese 

1876/217 

36. Daniel McDonald 

1803/108 

10. Fred Romero 

1876/109 

37. Fred Wardell 

1803/107 

II. Mike Dalton 

1873/126 

38. Craig Wood 

1802/95 

12. Bill Wilson 

1872/131 

39. Buck Toddy 

1802/90 

13. Eddie Brown 

1869/141 

40. Lany Raymond 

1801/98 

14. J.P. Nelson 

1867/116 

41. Mike Kanazawa 

1799/111 

15. William Rogers 

1858/129 

42. Larry Todd 

1796/105 

\%. Roger Burgess 

1852/122 

43. Herman Umberger 

1795/116 

17. Ross Seyfried 

1848/130 

44. John G. Sayle 

1793/109 

18. Royce Weddle 

1842/123 

45. James Duke 

1788/101 

19. Sam Yarosh 

1840/117 

46. Mike Fichman 

1787/103 

20. Ricki Castelow 

1835/120 

47. Edward B. Deacon 

1784/110 

21. Jason Cole 

1834/112 

48. Bill Mitchell 

1783/101 

22. Bob Gates 

1832/107 

49. James Clark 

1782/106 

23. Randy Rogers 

1829/112 

50. James Swain 

1778/104 
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Left to right: Ray Chapman, shoot-off 
champ Mike Dalton, Ross Seyfried and 
Colt’s Dave Davies. 

will probably not inscribe it with the motto 
“Better Late Than Never. ’ ’ At the shooter’s 
meeting, match officials stressed that if a 
competitor were late for his relay, he would 
not be allowed to fire the stage. Pruitt was, 
and didn’t. Score that a zero. 

Match Four — the Heckler & Koch Fall¬ 
ing Plate Event — is described in the organ- 
izer’s press package as the “pressure 


cooker” and it always has been. Last year, 
Mickey Fowler knew he had to “clean” the 
plates to win by one point and, in an un¬ 
forgettable display of cool concentration, 
did what he had to do. Everyone anticipated 
another stressful match, as on the last day 
the top guns faced the steel heartbreakers. 

A couple of years ago, Bianchi officials 
decided that if a competitor knocked down 
all 48 plates, he or she would continue 
shooting the eight-inch targets from 25 
yards until a miss occurred to break ties. 
Just how many plates can a shooter down 


before missing? We may never know, but 
for now (and I expect for some time) the 
record will stand at an amazing 505. Enos 
must use steel-seeking bullets. 

John Pride scored an impressive 480/3 11 
and Mitchell McNeece can be proud of his 
480/129 score. After those two incredible 
scores, it was back to the real world of solid 
480/74, 480/68, etc. But that 480/ 
505...man! Brian Enos was shooting in 
another galaxy. 

As the computer printed out the final re¬ 
sults, the first name that appeared was 
Enos’s with a score of 1903/612, followed 
by John Pride at 1902/407, Tom Campbell 
at 1897/141, Bill Gambill at 1890/158 and 
Mark Duncan at 1890/123. Some great 
shooting from the world’s best. 

One stage remained: The Colt Speed 
Event — the top 20 shooters in head-on- 
head, double-elimination competition. At 
stake was $5,000 cash for first place and 
$2,500 for second. 

The targets are modified “Pepper Pop¬ 
pers” — ground-mounted steel plates that 
fall on impact. In this event, it soon became 
obvious that hot-shooting combatmaster 
Jerry Usher was the man to beat. In the final 
bout, fellow Californian Mike Dalton faced 
off with Usher for a dramatic conclusion to a 
great match. Usher gained an early advan¬ 
tage, but Dalton remained steady and at last 
prevailed. Upon the realization that he had 
taken the test of skill, Dalton leaped into the 
air as the crowd of spectators broke into 
cheers and applause. 

The $160,000 Bianchi pie gets cut up in 
some generous portions for the shooters. 
Brian Enos took home $ 10,000 cash for first 
place, a trophy, $1,000 cash for his stage 
victory at the Falling Plates and another 
$1,000 for his first-place showing on the 
mover. 

Second-place John Pride received $7,000 
cash for his overall score, plus $1,000 for 
his win at the “Practical” stage. Third over¬ 
all finisher Tom Campbell netted $5,000. 
Bill Gambill, at fourth overall, won $3,000 
and fifth-place overall winner Mark Duncan 
recieved $2,000. 

Sturm, Ruger & Co. presented the top 
International Award and a $1,000 check to 
Paul Liebenberg of South Africa. The top 
team was the L.A. Police Pistol Team con¬ 
sisting of J.P. Nelson, John Pride, Fred 
Romero and Chris Kaufmann, who received 
$2,000 from Cannon Safes, plus gift certifi¬ 
cates from Second Chance. 

Top Lady Sarah Van Valzah got a nice 
check for $1,000, sponsored by Charter 
Arms and Combat Handguns Magazine, 
plus a Charter Arms revolver. There were 
also the High Lawman Award ($1,000), 
High Revolver Award ($1,000), Median 
Award ($1,000), top Heckler & Koch 
($1,000) and top Colt ($1,500). (Colt don¬ 
ated $18,000 to the match.) 

Would you like to compete with the best? 
For details on how you can and an applica¬ 
tion, write: Bianchi Cup, 100 Calle Cortez, 
Temecula, CA 92390. Bianchi, Chapman 
& Co. will be on hand for next year’s match. 


OH SAY CAN YOU SEE... into its at-times-stagnantpistol-shooting 

programs (look at the ISU) a bit of ex-' 
oy JaKe Jatras citement, and to a degree they have sue* 

Battery sales were brisk at this year’s ceeded. The Cup administrators have 

Bianchi Cup, but the sight black busi- proven to be flexible in the past regard- 

ness hit an all-time low. Three years ing rules. They didn’t flinch at outlaw- 

ago, a shooter Using an Aimpoint or ing prone shooting and adding a man- 

scope would have been scoffed at by the versus-man shoot-off gave the contest a 

rest of the field, but this year ty Was a new dimension, 

lonely feeling to show up with just your Why then the hesitation at keeping the 
trusty iron sights. match within some realistic boundaries 

Progress? Evolution? Words one of any definition of “practical?” The 

might hear around the range, but certain- question is really simple: Do optical 

ly not from the competitors, ^ sights have a place in a “practical” pis- 

Matches are, of course, run by the tol tournament? The answer is also sim- 

organizers — in this case, Bianchi Gun- pie: No! 

leather, the Chapman Academy and the Don’t let anyone fool you by getting 

NRA. The National Rifle Association into a debate over what is “practical” 

after all is basing their Practical Pistol and who is defining the term. Semantics 
Program on the Bianchi Cup, and sane- aside, the Cup is a pistol tournament, 
tions the contest. The majority — and I mean majority — 

This is the way it should be. But how of competitors are drawn from PPC and 
do the competitors themselves influence IPSC, Neither discipline utilizes optics, 
the course of fire and the rules regarding If the goal of the contest was to bring the 

the equipment to be used? Polling the top groups together, let both keep some 

shooters one will discover that almost to common ground, 
a man they do not like the idea of allow- Sanctioning bodies and match admi- 
ing optical sights in the contest, but as nistrators areresponsible people. They 

one top gun stated, it would be like going should also be responsive to the partici- 

to the Indy 500 and not turbo-charging pants. While I realize that competitors 

your car. do not necessarily make the best policy 

John Bianchi and Ray Chapman have setters, they are actively involved in the 
worked hard, and at great expense, in success of any program, 
bringing together the top shooters from Shooters at this level of competition 
the major handgunning activities. IA have some good ideas, and when it 
worthy goal indeed. The NRA, by sane* comes to optic sights, they make good 
tioning the Cup, has attempted to inject sense. 
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SOF’s Hackathorn Tests Winchester’s 
Latest Shotgun 

ABOVE: 
Winchester’s 
Defender: 
bargain blaster 
for police or 
private citizen. 
LEFT: Once 
and future riot 
guns: 

Winchester's 
Ml 917 Trench 
Gun and Model 
1200 Defender. 


Text & Photos by Ken Hackathorn 
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DEFENDER 


W HILE the Tommygun was advertised as the 

“Trench Broom” at the end of WWI, the blaster 
that swept the Western Front’s muddy ditches was the 
shotgun: the Winchester 97, to be precise. Winchester 
has had its ups and downs since, but the Defender may 
put it back in the scattergun business. 

The Defender isn’t pretty. Its furniture is almost shab¬ 
by, but it works as well as prettier and more expensive 
guns. The Defender returns Winchester’s old reputation 
as a combat shotgun maker. 

From the Philippine Insurrection to WWII, American 
fighting men loved the Model 1897. Dressed up with a 
bayonet adapter, the ’97 became the ubiquitous Trench 
Gun, Model 1917. In one form or another — usually 
with the Marine’s beloved brass-cased ammo — the 
Model 1897 was used all over the world during the first 
half of the 20th century. 

The Model 12 maintained both the tradition of durable 
excellence and big sales of the ’97. This legendary 12- 
bore saw service with both armed services and the 
police. Sportsmen shot the 12 on every continent. 

But it was the grandson of the ’97 that ruined Win¬ 
chester’s name in shotguns. The 1200 was known for 
poor accuracy, poor finish and rough action. It ruined a 
decades-long reputation for Winchester, and contributed 
to the company’s collapse. 

Made by a different firm — U.S. Repeating Arms — 
but working from the old Winchester designs and pa¬ 
tents, the Winchester trademark will again be seen on 
working combat shotguns. The Defender is not the 
world’s best fighting shotgun, but it’s better than any¬ 
thing else in its price class. 

The Defender is 39 inches long, barely tips the scales 
at 7.25 pounds, and fires 2.75-inch or three-inch 
magnum 12-gauge ammunition. Seven rounds of 
2.75-inch or five rounds of three-inch shells fit in the 
full-barrel-length tubular magazine. The barrel is 18 
inches long with a mil-spec cylinder bore. And its 
suggested retail price is $249.50. 

Winchester’s newest riot gun is plain. There’s nothing 
to inflate its bargain price. Steel parts are all blued and 
polished, and the alloy receiver is anodized black. 
Wooden furniture on the Defender is birch or beech with 
a walnut stain and the butt is fitted with a thick 
black-rubber recoil pad. A special stainless model is 
also available with all steel parts in stainless steel, and 
the alloy receiver refinished in a brushed chrome plate. 

Since both sporting and combat practice usually 
assume the shotgun is a weapon pointed rather than 
aimed, the stock Defender is shipped with a plain silver 
bead front sight. For those who have begun to use the 
riot gun with slug sights, it can also be ordered with a 
blade-and-leaf front-and-rear sight package. 


When alloy receivers, stamped steel parts and plastic 
furniture were introduced, the traditionalists went wild, 
and everybody worried whether the new material would 
take punishment. With adjustments required by time 
and use, the new, cheaper materials and manufacturing 
techniques have withstood the test. The Defender takes 
advantage of all this to keep price low without impairing 
reliability. Many interior steel parts are stamped — Win¬ 
chester had one of the first successful alloy shotgun re¬ 
ceivers (on the otherwise despised 1200) — and the 
trigger housing is a dense, tough nylon. 

Light weight and good human engineering make the 
Defender handle fast. Although this quickness translates 
into slower recovery in rapid aimed fire, its first shot 
comes off as fast as any scattergun's. Although this 
may seem unimportant to those who don’t carry these 
things for a living, cops appreciate the light weight for 
long carries. A heavy, solid gun gives more pleasant 
shooting, but you’re more likely to carry the lighter one. 

Test prints were shot at 10,15 and 25 meters. Slugs 
patterned a foot high and nearly eight inches to the right 
at 25 meters. Double-aught buck printed high and to the 
right, but not so far off as the rifled slugs. The only thing 
that shot close to the mark was No. 4 buckshot. 

Qualitatively, shooting the Defender is most every¬ 
thing one would like about a light 12-gauge shotgun. It’s 
fast-handling, and the well-known Winchester double¬ 
rail slide never even suggested binding. As I said be¬ 
fore, it bounces around when fired rapidly, but per¬ 
ceived recoil is lighter than it ought to be for a gun this 
weight. 

The only thing wrong with the Defender is the shape 
of its forearm. Uncomfortable under good conditions, 
the hand must be repositioned for nearly every shot if 
it’s cold and damp. There have been a number of these 
complaints from competitive combat shooters who use 
the Defender. 

Though the Defender is pleasant to shoot beyond its 
price, U.S. Repeating Arms is missing a large number 
of sales by omitting a military-style, oiled-stock, non- 
reflective-finish gun from its line. This is business dress 
for most serious shotguns, and the condominium com¬ 
mandos like the style, too. 

Guns are up and buying power is still down, so the 
time may be right for the Defender. 5? 
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SOF TESTS RPK-74 


C OYNE and I are in the red jeep again, 
racing back to Darra Adam Khel. This 
time it’s for the RPK-74, Russia’s new 
SAW (Squad Automatic Weapon). We roll 
to a stop at the Pakistan Army checkpoint. 
Our mujahid driver climbs out and after 
much discussion comes back with an old 
man I assume to be a vagrant. They both get 
in and we proceed beyond the checkpoint. 
The mujahid refuses to speak and we ride in 
dead silence. 

A hundred meters past the checkpoint the 
jeep halts, the old man is handed a 100 
Rupee note and he departs. Momentarily, I 
conclude he was a beggar. But 1 have just 
been witness to baksheesh (bribery). The 
decrepit, disheveled-looking graybeard was 
a Pakistani Political Officer. 

We arrive in Darra without further inci¬ 
dent and park outside the shop of gun dealer 
Hakim Gaz. Once again, he has the goods. 
The RPK-74 is well-worn. It has seen much 
fighting, but is more than serviceable. 

Led by Gaz’s brother, we tramp down the 
street, carrying the RPK-74 and several 
thousand rounds of ammunition, to a vacant 
lot in the very center of town. While Coyne 
is setting up his video equipment, I begin 
blazing away at a bedrock outcropping ab¬ 
out 200 meters downrange from the rock 
berm I have rested the bipod on. 

Apparently the continuous, sustained 
bursts of fire are too much for even Darra’s 
jaded ears and soon every street urchin in 
the village is in audience. As expected, the 
RPK-74 spits its empties to the right and 
front by as much as 40 feet. A decided 
defect with regard to position disclosure, 
but worse, between each burst the children 
scramble over the berm and race out in front 
of the muzzle to retrieve the expended 
cases. Even 30 minutes of this is too much 
and we decide to move. 

We set up again in a meadow on the other 
side of the village, to the rear of the build¬ 
ings. Firing into a hill, I suddenly notice an 
Afghan hat rising over the crest, directly 
above the front sight. A face appears. It is 
attached to the body of a villager who saun¬ 
ters into my line of fire, pulling up his pants, 


as he has just finished relieving himself 
behind the hill. Somewhat disconcerted, I 
pass the weapon to Jim Coyne, SOF’s for¬ 
eign correspondent, so I can photograph 
him — as he fires, cattle begin to migrate 
across the meadow into the firing zone. 

We pack up and relocate once more — 
this time well outside Darra in a dry wash, 
where I am able to complete my test and 
evaluation without further disturbance. 

The RPK-74 and AK-74 family of 
weapons are logical and quite correct exten¬ 
sions of the Kalashnikov system. They are 
essentially AKMs chambered for the new 
5.45x39mm ComBloc cartridge. 

The RPK-74 receiver is a one-millimeter- 
thick U-section of stamped sheet metal ex¬ 
tensively supported by pins and rivets. The 
rails on which the bolt rides are stamped and 
spot-welded to the inside of the receiver. 
Unlike the AKM and AK-74 rifles, the 
RPK-74’s sheet-metal receiver cover is not 
ribbed. 

All Kalashnikov’s are gas-operated, 
without an adjustable gas regulator. The 
RPK-74 operates as follows. After ignition 
of the primer and propellant, the resulting 
gases are diverted into the gas cylinder on 
top of the barrel. The piston (hard-chromed 
for easier cleaning) is driven rearward and 
the bolt carrier, attached to the piston exten¬ 
sion, passes through the necessary amount 
of free play travel until the gas pressure 
drops to a safe level. A cam slot milled into 
the bolt carrier engages the bolt’s cam stud 
and rotates the bolt about 35 degrees to 
unlock it from the receiver. 

Since no primary extraction takes place, a 
large extractor claw is required — and that 
of the RPK-74 is really massive. As the bolt 
travels back, it rolls the hammer over and 
also compresses the recoil spring. The bolt 
ceases all rearward travel by slamming into 
the rear end of the receiver. The recoil 
spring then drives the bolt forward, another 
round is stripped from the magazine, cham¬ 
bered and the bolt comes to rest. 

The bolt carrier continues onward for ab¬ 
out 5.5mm after the two-lugged rotary bolt 
has locked. This alone is not sufficient to 


prevent carrier bounce from unlocking the 
bolt when the carrier hits the receiver stop as 
the RPK-74’s light, sheet-metal receiver 
accelerates the bolt carrier’s bounce. 

The possibility of the weapon firing out 
of battery is thus not totally eliminated, 
even though it is only during this last for¬ 
ward movement of the bolt carrier that the 
secondary — or safety — sear is released 
and control of the hammer’s rotation goes 
back to the primary — or trigger — sear. It 
was therefore necessary to incorporate a 
complex five-component final fail-safe 
(often erroneously referred to as a “rate 
reducer”) which delays hammer drop until 
the complete cessation of all bolt carrier 
bounce. 

As with all Kalashnikovs, the RPK-74’s 
hammer and trigger spring is made of three- 
strand cable. The RPK-74 trigger and firing 
mechanism are borrowed directly from the 
U.S. Ml Garand rifle. 

The RPK-74 selector lever is the same 
stamped, sheet-metal baron the right side of 
the receiver found on all Kalashnikovs. On 
the specimen I tested it was easier to man¬ 
ipulate than most, but still quite noisy. The 
top position is safe. The trigger is locked 
and the bolt cannot be retracted while the 
lever is in this position. 

The center position, marked “AB,” is 
for full-auto as the spring-loaded safety sear 
is depressed and deactivated entirely from 
control on the hammer. The lower position, 
marked “OA,” is for semiautomatic fire 
and it places no pressure on the safety sear, 
which is free to catch the hammer. In the 
“OA” position, when the trigger is re¬ 
leased, control of the hammer is restored to 
the primary sear and pulling the trigger will 
fire another round. 

The RPK-74 buttstock is fabricated from 
laminated wood. Its configuration is de¬ 
rived from the RPD light machine gun. It is 
not of the folding variety, as some have 
mistakenly reported. The upper and lower 
handguards are made of the same laminated 
wood. The pistol grip, made of brown plas¬ 
tic, is exactly like that of the AKM. 

The RPK-74 rearsight is a tangent type 
with an open U-shaped notch. Targets can 
be engaged quickly, but not as precisely as 
with the U.S.-preferred aperture rear sights. 
It is adjustable for elevation only out to 
1,000 meters. 

The front sight is a threaded post, adjust- 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

Russia’s New 
SAW Has Flaws 
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RPK-74 

SPECIFICATIONS 

CALIBER: 5.45 x 39mm 
MUZZLE VELOCITY: 2,950 fps 
WEIGHT, empty: Approximately 12 
pounds with bipod 

BARREL: Length 24.25 inches; cham¬ 
ber and bore chrome-plated; four- 
groove, right-hand twist, 1 turn in 5.8 
inches 

FEED: 40-round plastic magazine, will 
also accept 30-round AK-74 rifle 
magazine 

SIGHTS: Front — adjustable post; Rear 
— tangent, U-notch, elevation to 1,000 
meters 

OPERATION: Gas, no regulator, se¬ 
lective-fire 

CYCLIC RATE: 600-650 rpm 
METHOD OF LOCKING: Two-lug ro¬ 
tary bolt 

MANUFACTURER: Unidentified 
Soviet arsenals 


ABOVE: Forward-mounted bipod is more 
stable than needed by a 12-pound 
micro-caliber SAW. RIGHT: At 12 pounds 
fatigue sets in before recoil hurts with new 
Sov micro-caliber SAW fired from shoulder. 
BELOW: SOF Foreign Correspondent Jim 
Coyne shows RPK’s “third leg” as 
40-round mag drags during 
prone firing test. 
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A: Field-stripped RPK-74 — quick to disassemble 
and easy to maintain and clean. D: Familiar 
Russian SAW buttstock offers large, comfortable 
butt-plate and extra hand-hold for superior control. 

E: RPK-74 tubular 
sheet-metal bipod’s 
forward position 
offers fire control, 
but restricts lateral 
movement. 


F: Receiver with selector lever in safe position. 
“AB” is full-auto and “OA” is semiautomatic fire. 
I: Tangent rear sight with open notch adjustable for elevation 
out to 1,000 meters. H: Forty-round RPK-74 
glass-reinforced plastic magazine. 




G: Interior of 
RPK-74 receiver 
showing so-called 
“rate reducer” in 
center. J: Receiver 
markings indicate 
year of manufacture 
(1978), unknown 
Soviet arsenal code 
(KA) and serial 
number (7182). 
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SOF TESTS RPK-74 


able for elevation zero with the Kalashnikov 
combination tool. Windage can be adjusted 
only by sliding the front sight in its dovetail. 

Our specimen was marked with the stan¬ 
dard Russian star and “1978KA-7182,” in¬ 
dicating the year of manufacture, arsenal 
and serial number. It was finished with a 
high-gloss black enamel that had been sub¬ 
jected to considerable wear. Thue web sling 
was of the spring-hook variety common to 
Soviet small arms. 

The RPK-74 has no bayonet stud. 
Bayonets on squad automatics were last 
seen on the Japanese light machine guns of 
WWI1. A cleaning rod is held under the 
barrel. 

The RPK-74 magazine is a curved, stag¬ 
gered box holding 40 rounds and identical in 
construction to late AKM and early AK-74 
magazines. It is fabricated from a glass- 
reinforced, rust-colored, polyethylene plas¬ 
tic. Molded in two parts, the magazine body 
is assembled using a viscous, two-part 
epoxy-resin adhesive. These magazines are 
noted for their great strength and durability. 
The 30-round AK-74 magazine can also be 
used. 

Although robust, these magazines are 
bulky. The RPK-74 40-round magazine is 
only .75-inch shorter than the 50-round 
Galil magazine and a full 1.5 inches longer 
than the 40-round HK magazine. This mag¬ 
nifies a problem common to all bottom-fed, 
bipod-mounted machine guns. When fired 
from the prone position, the weapon will 
frequently high-center on the magazine, lift 
off the bipod and become instable. 

All of the RPK-74 magazines I examined 
exhibited severe floorplate scarring, in¬ 
dicating this is a constant problem. Obstruc¬ 
tion of movement by the magazine is worse 
if the operator is lying with his head down¬ 
hill. (Insertion of 30-round magazines into 
heavy-barreled, bipod-mounted FN FALs 
will cause the same difficulty — and for the 
same reason, a larger-capacity magazine 
was never developed for the BAR.) It can be 
expected that a large-capacity drum maga¬ 
zine, similar to the 75-round unit developed 
for the 7.62x39mm RPK, will eventually be 
fielded by the Soviets. 

The most proper solution is that seen in 
the U.S. M249 SAW (see “Now See The 
SAW, SOF, August ’82), which feeds the 
Ml6 30-round box magazine from the left 
side. In addition, the M249 has the capacity 
for effective sustained fire by use of disin¬ 
tegrating link belts. In the Soviet Army, 
however, the sustained-fire role is usually 
taken up by the PK family of machine guns. 
Chambered in caliber 7.62x54mm Russian 
Rimmed, they can effectively engage 
targets out to 1,000 meters. 

The RK-74 bipod has tubular legs con¬ 
structed of sheet-metal and appears to be 
identical to the bipod used with the 
SEPTEMBER/83 


7.62x39mm RPK. Mounted just to the rear 
of the front sight, it offers the maximum 
possible fire control (when not neutralized 
by the magazine) and assists in producing 
the smallest possible burst groups. Howev¬ 
er, lateral movement is restricted at this 
position and it is difficult to engage flanking 
targets quickly. 

The M249"s bipod is located to the rear of 
the gas regulator, close to the pistol grip. At 
this position, the arc of lateral movement is 
satisfactory for flanking coverage and the 
engagement of rapidly moving frontal 
targets, while still giving enough stability 
for high hit probability. 

Overall length of the RPK-74 is 41.75 
inches. The barrel is 24.25 inches long. The 
barrel has four grooves, a right-hand twist 
and a chrome-lined bore. The weight, emp¬ 
ty, is approximately 12 pounds; this is 
several pounds lighter than either the Soviet 
RPD or the U.S. M249. 

Still, it is about four pounds heavier than 
the AK-74 rifle (see “Soviet AKS-74,” 
SOF, May ’83). This alone is sufficient to 
allow substitution of the elaborate, but 
effective, muzzle brake found on the AK-74 
with an almost exact duplicate of the M16 
“bird-cage"’ flash suppressor. 

I have described in detail the 5.45x29mm 
cartridge elsewhere (SOF, May ’83, p. 46): 
There is nothing magical about it whatever. 
It barely approximates the performance 
level of our Vietnam-era M193 ball 
ammunition. Furthermore, it is an entire 
generation behind the new M855 5.56mm 
ball cartridge which uses the 62-grain Bel¬ 
gian SSI09 bullet. 

We fired several thousand rounds 
through the RPK-74, in the prone, kneeling 
and standing positions, and from the hip 
assault position using the issue sling. With 
its 12-pound heft, firing from the standing 
position, even with a sling, is only for 
emergencies. 

Designing for combat, not the target 
range, the Soviets have graced the RPK-74 
with the usual Kalashnikov trigger pull: a 
long, very creepy single stage with a sur¬ 
prise let-off. However, experienced oper¬ 
ators will have no trouble attaining two-shot 
bursts. Jim Coyne, a former helicopter 
M60D gunner in Vietnam, was rather con¬ 
sistently able to tick off one round at a time 
with the selector lever on “AB” (full-auto). 
The cyclic rate appeared to me to be in the 
range of 600 to 650 rpm. 

Accuracy and hit probability, especially 
off the bipod in the prone position, are quite 
high. Two- and three-shot burst groups at 
200 meters were all well within 12 inches. 
No stoppages of any kind were experienced 
during the entire test sequence. 

The RPK-74 butt, like that of the RPD, is 
long and large, dissipating the recoil im¬ 
pulse during burst firing. Its shape also pro¬ 


vides a rearward handhold to further stabil¬ 
ise the weapon in sustained fire. 

The RPK-74"s propensity to throw what¬ 
ever lubricant has been applied back into the 
shooter's face during the operating cycle is 
irritating. 

The lack of a hold-open will also annoy 
some, but its presence would expose the 
action to more debris, an important consid¬ 
eration in sandy and dusty environments. 
Kalashnikov magazines must be inserted by 
a “rolling" " movement, a procedure made 
more difficult with the RPK-74 if the 40- 
round magazine hits the ground during 
prone fire. 

Far more serious is the absence of a 
quick-change barrel. After just two maga¬ 
zines (80 rounds), the barrel overheated and 
the handguards became uncomfortable to 
grasp. The U.S. M249 SAW features a 
three-second quick-change barrel. While 
the sustained-fire potential of a weapon is of 
small consequence to the mujahideen — 
who do not have access to large quantities of 
ammunition and employ hit-and-run tactics 
— this omission must seem a serious defect 
to the Russian infantry units for whom the 
weapon was designed. 

Squad automatic weapons should also 
feature adjustable gas regulators, since 
more intense and sustained fire will foul the 
gas system rapidly. The M249 has a hand- 
adjustable, two-position rotary gas regula¬ 
tor. 

The RPK-74 and AK-74 have by now 
been widely issued among Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan. Their numerous small de¬ 
ficiencies aside, they remain reliable and 
easy to maintain, hallmark features of 
Soviet military small arms. The basic 
Kalashnikov design has been in the field for 
more than 30 years. It has proven its worth 
under all types of adverse conditions. 
Although the RPK-74 comes in second in 
the race with the M249, it will still do the 
job. 

Having fought as warriors for thousands 
of years, the proud, ferocious Afghan Free¬ 
dom Fighters feel no need to prove their 
masculinity and will take all the Kalash¬ 
nikovs in this new “pipsqueak" 1 caliber 
they can get their hands on — although they 
still retain the trustworthy .303 Lee-Enfield 
for long-range sniping. 

My final encounter with the RPK-74 
occurred several weeks later on the final trip 
out of Dana Adam Khel. The mujahideen 
had worked a trade on the very RPK-74 I 
tested, involving a PKM machine gun, for 
which 7.62x54mm Russian Rimmed 
ammunition was difficult to obtain. We 
would bring it back to Peshawar ourselves. 

As we approached the Pakistani Army 
checkpoint, my thoughts alternated be¬ 
tween visions of long years in a stinking 
Paki prison and going down in flames and 
glory should they search us. We stopped 
behind a garishly painted bus, 30 feet in 
back of the checkpoint. As we started up, 
my hand edged closer to the RPK-74. But 
we sailed across with the bus, saving me and 
the RPK-74 from the ultimate test and eva¬ 
luation. ^ 
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CUBA 


Red Star Over 
Central America 

PAX Cl BA \ V 

by Jay Mallin 


Nicaraguan Sandinistas are supplied and trained by Cuban 
communists, who are using Nicaragua as a launching base from which 
to spread Marxist subversion to other Central American countries. The fall of Nicaragua 
to the communist Sandinistas was Fidel Castro’s first success in his gameplan. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 


E ARLY in 1959, right after Fidel Castro 
came to power in Cuba, Nicaraguan 
exiles were given military training in Cuba; 
in May ’59, Cuban Air Force plane 508 flew 
weapons to Nicaraguan communists. 

Some 20 years later, in the summer of 
1979, Castro declared, “Within 10 years all 
of Central America will be under the control 
of revolutionaries.” 

Today, at the midway point in that pre¬ 
diction, what may have seemed like a mere 
boast has become a grave danger. One Cen-. 
tral American country — Nicaragua — is 
already controlled by “revolutionaries” 
allied with Castro and four of the six others 
— El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and 
Costa Rica — are under attack. That leaves 
just Belize, formerly British Honduras, and 
Panama unthreatened in the Central Amer¬ 
ican isthmus. 

Belize, which President Reagan recently 
referred to as a ‘ ‘model of peace and stabil¬ 
ity in an area wracked by political turmoil,” 
gained independence from Britain in 1981, 
but retains British SAS troops, primarily 
there to prevent Guatemala from trying to 
enforce its claim to sovereignty by armed 
force. This British military presence, en¬ 
hanced by the Falklands lesson, and Be¬ 
lize’s topography and humid, hurricane- 
prone climate, which isolate and keep it 
economically undeveloped, account for 
Castro’s inattention to this small country. 

Panama, on the other hand, is a different 
story. Here, American interests and military 
presence have staved off external political 
subversion — at least until recently. For 
more information about Panama, see 
“Problems in Panama,” on p. 82. 

Hardly had Castro taken over in Cuba 
when he set in motion a campaign to extend 


Cuban influence and hegemony in various 
parts of the world. Beginning with a sea¬ 
borne expedition against Panama in April 
1959, and right through the clandestine 
shipment of weapons to guerrillas in Central 
America in the ’80s, Castro has never 
ceased in his efforts to export the Cuban 
revolution to the rest of Central America. 

The First attempts at subversion were 
crude. Exiles from a number of countries 
flooded into Cuba in 1959 and many were 
given training. Then expeditions were orga¬ 
nized and dispatched against other nations. 



Sandinistan stands guard with AK-47 at 
Nicaraguan-Honduran border in Nueva 
Segovia Province, where frequent clashes 
between Contras and Sandinistas have 
occurred. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 


These inept filibustering attempts were 
quickly wrapped up by national defense 
forces. Cuba turned to more sophisticated 
methods of subversion, including the use of 
propaganda and financial support to assist 
individuals and groups sympathetic to Fide- 
lismo. Cuba also continued to provide train¬ 
ing for revolutionary exiles; as many as 
1,500 were brought to the island annually 
for that purpose in the early ’60s. 

Castro’s agents operated throughout 
Latin America, but they were not confined 
to even that huge area. They also supported 
leftist groups in Africa and were in touch 
with subversive groups in Canada and the 
United States. Caslro’s ambitions — and 
the work of his agents — had few geog¬ 
raphical limitations. 

It was not until July 1979, however, that 
Castro finally scored a major victory. Anas- 
tasio Somoza, long one of Castro’s prime 
targets, was overthrown as dictator of 
Nicaragua after a blopdy civil conflict. 
Many different groups of Nicaraguans 
fought against Somoza, but the leadership 
and military strength were provided by the 
Sandinista National Liberation Front 
(FSLN), which had been supported by Cuba 
since the ’60s. 

In 1977, Castro decided to concentrate 
his Central American efforts in Nicaragua, 
to fell the first domino. Opposition to 
Somoza was growing, and it was fueled 
further by the 1978 killing of Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro, a newspaper publisher and out¬ 
spoken opponent of Somoza. (It is an in¬ 
teresting coincidence that in communist- 
directed insurrections, prominent anti- 
govemment figures are murdered — and 
governments get the blame.) 

FSLN was split into three major factions 
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Sandinlsta troops patrol wooded area southeast of Jalapa, Nicaragua, in an attempt to stop Contra raids 
from Honduran-based camps. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 


at the time, but Armando Ulises Estrada 
Fernandez, a high-ranking official of 
Cuba’s America Department, began meet¬ 
ing secretly outside Cuba with faction lead¬ 
ers. Although Cuba had a “traditional” in¬ 
telligence service, the Direction General de 
Inteligencia (DGI), the Departamento 
America was set up in 1974 as a separate 
intelligence organization with the specific 
responsibility of conducting subversion in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Ulises Estrada told FSLN leaders that 
Cuban assistance would be forthcoming if 
the factions united. The Cuban agent’s 
efforts were successful: In July 1978, Cuba 
announced the unification of Nicaraguan 
rebel groups and asked leftist movements in 
other Latin American countries to support 
the FSLN. 

Ulises Estrada then put together a net¬ 
work for channeling weapons and other sup¬ 
plies to Nicaraguan guerrillas. In prepara¬ 
tion for a rebel offensive in late 1978, 
weapons were flown from Cuba to Panama, 
and then sent on smaller aircraft to Costa 
Rica, where they were distributed to Nicara¬ 
guan guerrillas based in northern Costa 
Rica. To oversee the flow of arms, the 
America Department installed a secret op- 
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erations center in San Jose, Costa Rica’s 
capital. It was headed by Julian Lopez Diaz, 
and one of his assistants was Andres Bara- 
hona. After the Sandinistan victory, Lopez 
Diaz became Cuban ambassador to Nicar¬ 
agua and Barahona set up a new Nicaraguan 
security/intelligence service, which he now 
heads de facto , although not in title. These 
two men play key roles in the Cuban/ 
Nicaraguan drive against other Central 
American countries. 

During the Nicaraguan civil war, Cuban- 
trained FSLN members continued to return 
to Nicaragua via Panama. In addition, 
Cuba’s Department of Special Operations 
(similar to U.S. Special Forces) dispatched 
personnel to northern Costa Rica to train 
and advise the Nicaraguan guerrillas operat¬ 
ing from there. These military advisers 
accompanied the Nicaraguans on operations 
inside Nicaragua, Some were wounded and 
were evacuated back to Cuba via Panama. 
Not only did Cuba provide weapons, train¬ 
ing and advice for the guerrillas, it also 
helped organize, equip and transport an 
“internationalist brigade” to fight along¬ 
side the rebels. Its members came from left- 
extremist Latin American groups. 

The toppling of Somoza provided Cuba 


with a friendly allied country in Central 
America. The Sandinistas quickly asserted 
their dominance over the revolution- 
spawned rebel political alliance. Now Cuba 
had a vitally important base — an entire 
country — from which it could conduct 
operations throughout the area. 

The Cuban/Sandinistan victory in Nicar¬ 
agua, beyond its regional ramifications, has 
had broad strategic repercussions which 
directly and significantly concern the Un¬ 
ited States. What had happened in Nicar¬ 
agua was not lost on the Kremlin. For two 
decades, Cuba had been a handy satellite for 
the Soviet Union, a thorn in the United 
States' underside, a place which could 
generate continuous mischief in the West¬ 
ern Hemisphere’s democratic countries. 

Since Nikita Khruschev’s abortive effort 
to install ICBMs in Cuba in 1962, however, 
Cuba had not played an important role in 
Soviet strategic planning. It served as a 
good place to send Russian warships and 
aircraft on long-range training exercises, 
and as a base, it was conveniently close to 
the States, for the monitoring of American 
electronic communications, including 
military transmissions. 

But, the Kremlin noted, Castro had done 
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what he had been trying to do for 20 years: 
He had virtually taken over another country, 
a country in a region considered to be com¬ 
pletely under American influence. 

The Kremlin saw Cuba in a new light. In 
1981, a massive arms buildup began on the 
island. Ship after Russian ship pulled into 
Mariel harbor and unloaded huge crates. 
The crates contained machine guns, 
ammunition, assault rifles, shoulder-fired 
antitank and antiaircraft rockets, tanks, 
military trucks, SA-6 ground-to-air missile 
launchers and associated radar, and dis¬ 
assembled MiG-27 fighter-bombers. The 
Russians also provided Cuba with a Koni- 
class frigate (2,000-mile range) and about a 
dozen Mi-24 Hind-D helicopters, heavily 
armed gunships that can each transport eight 
to 10 fully armed troops. 

In a report to Congress in 1983, U.S. 
Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
stated: “Castro’s Cuba has abandoned the 
attempt to become a model of progress and 
has become one more instrument of Soviet 
imperialism, as well as a direct military 
threat to the region. It serves as an arms 
depot, a supplier of expeditionary forces for 
Soviet arms and a logistics base for Soviet- 
supported intervention in Central America 
and elsewhere.” 

Weinberger reported: “During 1981, 
Cuba received 63,000 metric tons of arms 
— the highest yearly total since the massive 
buildup in 1962, the year of the missile 
crisis.” The buildup continued at about the 
same pace throughout 1982. 

Two decisions had been made by Mos¬ 
cow and Havana: 


BELIZE 

Population 144.000. Formerty 
British Honduras, it gained 
independence lh 1981. No 
signs of instability. 


HONDURAS 

Population 3.9 million. A 
military-backed civilian 
government, its southern 
border uaed as staging 
ground by Contras to attack 


NICARAGUA 

Population 2.4 minion. 
Marxist-ruled, It exports 
subversion throughout 
Central America. 


BELIZE 


EL - 

SALVADOR 


GUATEMALA 

Population 7.2 million. Leftist 
guerrillas helped by Cuba and 
Nicaragua fighting Rios 
Monti's government. 


EL SALVADOR 

Population 5 million. 
Leftist guerrillas supplied 
by Nicaragua and Cuba 
threatening military 


PANAMA 

Population 2 million. 
Military-backed government 
relatively stable, but 
showing recent evidence of 
Cuban interference. 


COSTA RICA 

Population 2.4 million. No army. 

Past ora's Contras based In northern 


1. To strengthen Cuba militarily, upgrad¬ 
ing its strategic importance and making it a 
country more difficult for the United States 
to conquer, should there ever be a military 
showdown. 

2. To launch an all-out drive against Cen¬ 
tral America, sparing none of the remaining 
non-communist countries. 

Country by country, this is what the 
Cubans did and are doing: 

El Salvador — Social and economic ine¬ 
quities in El Salvador seemed to hold par¬ 
ticular promise for a Fidelista -supported in¬ 
surgency. Prior to 1979 Cuban assistance to 
Salvadoran leftists consisted mainly of pro¬ 
viding a little financial assistance and train¬ 
ing small numbers of guerrillas. As had 
been the case in Nicaragua, the Salvadoran 
left was fragmented. Cuba set about uniting 


Sandinista militia members in village of El Jicano sing and play guitar 
to keep up their spirits during April ’83 Contra raids. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 
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the factions, and the various elements were 
told that increased Cuban assistance was 
dependent on unification. In December 

1979, a meeting was held in Havana that 
resulted in an agreement on unity by three 
significant Salvadoran guerrilla groups: the 
Armed Forces of National Resistance 
(FARN), the Popular Liberation Forces 
(FPL), and the Communist Party of El Sal¬ 
vador (PCES), which had established its 
own armed branch. In May 1980, the Popu¬ 
lar Revolutionary Army (ERP) joined the 
guerrilla coalition. The coalition called it¬ 
self the Unified Revolutionary Directorate 
(DRU). 

The unification process was in the hands 
of the America Department, which, even 
while it was doing this, was also developing 
a clandestine network through which 
weapons could be funneled to the guerrillas. 
Part of this network consisted of the same 
mechanisms and channels that had been 
utilized during the Nicaraguan conflict. 
Arms from Cuba would go to Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua, and then would be sent by 
sea, or secretly overland through Honduras, 
to the rebels in El Salvador. The weapons 
did not come from Cuba’s own stocks — 
such arms would be traceable and blame 
could be placed on Castro. Rather, Cuba 
coordinated the acquisition of weapons 
from Vietnam (which had an amplitude of 
captured U.S. weapons), Ethiopia and East¬ 
ern Europe. Honduras stepped up measures 
to prevent the flow of weapons through its 
territory. Today, therefore, most of the traf¬ 
fic to El Salvador is from Nicaragua in small 
aircraft and small boats in the Gulf of Fones- 
ca, whose waters lap onto the shores of 
Nicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador. 

The number of Salvadoran guerrillas 
trained in Cuba increased considerably in 

1980. A typical three-month training prog¬ 
ram included courses in guerrilla tactics, 
weapons use and marksmanship, demoli¬ 
tion, field engineering, construction of for¬ 
tified positions, land navigation, and the use 
of mines and artillery. Reportedly, groups 
up to battalion size (250 to 500 men) re- 
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CUBA 


Sandinista reserves, who reinforced Nicaraguan 
militia in Las Uvas and Las Mercedes hills, five kilometers 
southeast of Jalapa, train near Jalapa with U.S. M29A1 81mm M29A1 
mortar. Some of the reservists are as young as 13. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 


ceived instruction, indicating that the 
Cubans were training integral units. 

The Cubans assisted the guerrillas in for¬ 
mulating their military strategy, and 
evidently influenced them to launch their 
unsuccessful offensive of January 1981. 
When this failed, guerrilla leaders traveled 
to Havana to work out future strategies. 
Today, the rebels are conducting an in¬ 
surgency similar to that of Cuba in 1956-58: 
maintenance of sizable guerrilla groups in 
the field, coupled with terrorism in urban 
areas and attacks on the country ’s economic 
system by blowing up bridges, destroying 
power lines and similar tactics. 

Guatemala — Guatemala has been a 
target of the Castro regime since its early 
days. This may have been due to the fact 
that the late Ernesto “Che” Guevara, for¬ 
mer mastermind and director of Cuba’s sub¬ 
versive program, had been a minor official 
in Guatemala when a leftist government was 
in power (it was overthrown in 1954). 
Guevara probably maintained a personal in¬ 
terest in Guatemala. A Guatemalan friend 
of his, Julio Roberto Caceres Valle, who 
became an official of the Castro govern¬ 
ment, returned to Guatemala to fight and 
was killed while with guerrillas in the early 
’60s. 

As in Nicaragua and El Salvador, Cuba 
made its aid to Guatemalan guerrillas con¬ 
ditional to their unification. Talks aimed at 


this were held in Guatemala in 1980 by 
leaders of the Guerrilla Army of the Poor 
(EGP), the Rebel Armed Forces (FAR), the 
Organization of People in Arms (ORPA) 
and a dissident faction of the Guatemalan 
Communist Party (PGT/D). Nicaragua 
could now play a surrogate role for Cuba, 
and the Guatemalan guerrilla leaders were 


invited to Managua to continue their discus¬ 
sions. Unity was achieved and an agreement 
was signed in Managua in November 1980 
which established the National Revolution¬ 
ary Union (URN). Present at the signing 
ceremony were the chief of the American 
Department, Manuel Pineiro Losada, and 
the head of its Central American section, 


CASTRO’S MILITARY 
MIGHT 
by Jay Mallin 

Fidel Castro Ruz is commander-in- 
chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces (FAR) of Cuba. Actual command 
is in the hands of his brother, General of 
the Army Raul Castro Ruz, who is 
Minister of the FAR (as well as being 
number-two man in the government and 
Communist Party). With Soviet assist¬ 
ance, Raul Castro built Cuba’s military 
establishment from a small guerrilla 
army into the most powerful military 
force in Latin America. 

Cuba has an army of more than 
225,000 men, a navy of about 11,000 
and air defense forces of 16,000, In May 
1981, a territorial militia was set up. To 
date some half million men and women 
have been incorporated into it; and the 
eventual goal is 1,000,000 persons. The 
regular army is divided regionally into 
the Eastern, Central and Western 
Armies, each commanded by a division 
general. The army includes nine active 
and 18 reserve divisions. (Of approx¬ 
imately 190,000 reservists, about 
60,000 are on active duty at any given 
time and have been included in the 
225,000 figure.) 


The army is equipped with approx¬ 
imately 650 tanks, including IS-2 heavy 
tanks, T-34, T-54/55 medium tanks, and 
PT-76 light tanks. The army has some 
120 helicopters, including Hind attack 
craft. It also has BRDM-1 armored cars, 
BMP mechanized infantry vehicles and 
BTR armored personnel carriers. 
Weaponry includes M-116 pack howit¬ 
zers, 76, 85,122, 130and 152mm guns, 
SU-100 self-propelled guns, Frog -4 sur¬ 
face-to-surface and SAM-7 surface-to- 
air missiles, 57mm recoilless launchers, 
Sagger and Snapper antitank guided 
weapons and ZU-23 towed and ZSU-23- 
4 self-propelled antiaircraft guns. 

The air force has some 250 MiG fight¬ 
er aircraft, including two and possibly 
three MiG-23 Flogger planes which may 
be able to carry nuclear weapons. Cuba 
has some 20 AN-26 transport planes 
with a range that would enable them to 
fly to Central America (say, to drop pa¬ 
ratroops) and return without refueling. 

Cuba’s air-ferrying capability has 
been bolstered further by aircraft ac¬ 
quired by its commercial air fleet. Since 
1975, this fleet has added seven IL-62 
long-range jet transport aircraft and a 
number of TU-154 medium-to-long- 
range transport planes. Each of these 
aircraft can carry 150 to 200 combat- 
equipped troops. 


The air defense force is equipped with 
SA-2/3 and SA-6 surface-to-air mis¬ 
siles. 

The navy is equipped with Samlet 
coast-defense missiles, mine-sweepers, 
landing craft, coast-patrol vessels and 
about 50 torpedo and missile attack 
boats. With Soviet assistance, Cuba is 
acquiring a blue-water navy: Since 1978 
a Koni frigate and two Foxtrot attack 
submarines have been added (a third 
submarine is used for training). 

The Cuban warships and aircraft are a 
threat to the United States’ vital sea lanes 
in the Gulf of Mexico. They also provide 
Castro with a capability to conduct air- 
sea military operations in Central Amer¬ 
ica and anywhere in the Caribbean. 
Years ago Castro stated, “The Carib¬ 
bean is ours.” 

For two years now the Soviet Union 
has been pouring armaments into Cuba. 
Some 66,000 metric tons of military 
equipment entered Cuba in 1981, the 
greatest amount Since 1962, when the 
Russians attempted to emplace ICBMs 
in Cuba. Approximately the same 
amount of equipment was sent in 1982. 
The military hardware is estimated to 
have cost Moscow one billion dollars. 

Cuba’s activities are not limited to the 
Caribbean/Central American area. 
Although a relatively small country 
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Ramiro Jesus Abreu Quintana. 

With accord reached, Cuba stepped up 
the sending of weapons and the training of 
Guatemalan guerrillas. Most of the 
weapons have traveled overland clandes¬ 
tinely from Nicaragua through Honduras. 
Lately, however, due to increased Hon¬ 
duran vigilance, arms are flown into Guate¬ 
mala in small planes. Some weapons have 
come from El Salvador. In June 1981, 
Paulino Castillo, a captured guerrilla, re¬ 
lated to newspapermen that he was part of a 
23-man group of Guatemalans that had 
undergone seven months of training in 
Cuba. 

Castillo had traveled to Costa Rica from 
Guatemala by bus, been provided with a 
Panamanian passport so he could enter 
Panama, and in Panama had been given a 
Cuban passport so he could continue to 
Cuba. There he received training and then 
returned via Nicaragua to the guerrillas in 
Guatemala, where he later surrendered to an 
army patrol. A large percentage of the 2,000 
or more guerrillas in Guatemala are be¬ 
lieved to have been trained in Cuba, trans¬ 
ported to and from the island through the 
extensive network set up by the America 
Department. 

Honduras—Here also Cuba has worked 
toward getting the fragmented left to unite. 
It has increased the training of Honduran 
leftists. Honduras has been used as a clan¬ 


destine conduit for weapons going to El 
Salvador and Guatemala, but some 
weapons also evidently are going to Hon¬ 
duran militants. There have been a number 
of terrorist acts, including the dynamiting of 
two power plants in July 1982 that blacked 
out most of the capital city of Tegucigalpa 
for two days. A few days later, 12 rebels and 
two policemen were killed in a shootout in 


Tegucigalpa. Police reported that one of the 
rebels had been identified as a member of 
Nicaragua's FSLN. In September, a dozen 
members of the Cinchonero Popular Libera¬ 
tion Movement seized the Chamber of 
Commerce building in San Pedro Sula and 
took hostage 105 business and government 
leaders. The terrorists made a number of 
demands which apparently were not met. 


Two Nicaraguan militia members are part of permanent watch 

patrol on frontier between Nicaragua and Honduras. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 



(44,000 square miles, population just 
under 10 million), Cuba is involved glo¬ 
bally. It provides military and technical 
assistance and advisers to countries in 
Africa and the Middle East and even as 
far away as Vietnam (300 civilian advis¬ 
ers). At present, there are some 65,000 
Cuban military and civilian personnel 
overseas. There are about 25,000 Cuban 
troops in Angola, some 12,000 in 
Ethiopia and about 3,000 military per¬ 
sonnel in other countries. 

To support Fidel Castro’s military 
organization, the Soviet Union not only 
sends weaponry but also maintains a sig¬ 
nificant military presence on the island. 
This includes: 

• An army brigade of 2,600 to 3,000 
men based outside Havana. This con¬ 
sists of one tank and three motorized 
rifle battalions plus support units. The 
brigade symbolizes Russia’s military 
commitment to Cuba and also provides 
security for Soviet personnel and in¬ 
stallation. 

• A military advisory group consisting 
of at least 2,000 personnel. These pro¬ 
vide technical advice for Cuba’s soph¬ 
isticated air, sea and ground equipment. 
(In addition to the military personnel, 
there are 6,000 to 8,000 Soviet civilian 
advisers in Cuba, including intelligence 
personnel.) 


• In 1969 Soviet warships began visit- 
Cuba. Since then at least 21 Soviet naval 
task forces have sailed to the Caribbean 
and in almost every case, they visited 
Cuban ports, Soviet intelligence- 
gathering ships operating off the U.S. 
East Coast call at Cuban ports. 

• Since 1975, pairs of TU-95 Bear-D 
reconnaissance aircraft have been flying 
to Cuba and remaining for weeks at a 
time. The planes support Soviet naval 
maneuvers in the Atlantic and spy on 
U.S. and NATO naval maneuvers and 
sea trials. It is believed that the TU-95s 
can be modified to carry nuclear 
payloads. 

• Early in 1976 and during 1978, when 
Cuban pilots were used in Angola and 
Ethiopia, Soviet fliers filled in for them 
in Cuba so that the country’s air strength 
would not be diminished — and It en¬ 
abled the Russians to become familiar 
with flying on the island. 

• One of the most important aspects of 
the Soviet military presence in Cuba is a 
massive intelligence-gathering (moni¬ 
toring) installation near Havana. This 
facility, die largest such Soviet facility 
outside Russia, listens in on all military 
and civilian radio communications in the 
southeastern and eastern United States 
— including Washington. The installa¬ 
tion is so secret and important that no 


Cubans are allowed to enter it. 

What does this expanding communist 
military might in the Caribbean portend? 

Nestor 0- Sanchez, U.S. deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for inter- 
American affairs and the Pentagon’s top 
hand on Latin America, warned in a 
speech: '**., . Communist expansion 
could lead to an extensive Soviet perma¬ 
nent presence in the region with signifi¬ 
cant military consequences. It could 
literally place hostile forces and weapon 
systems capable of striking targets deep 
in the United States on our borders and 
adjacent waters. Soviet strategic capabi¬ 
lities — already substantial —* would be 
increased significantly. It could provide 
air and naval bases — such as those 
under construction in [Cuba’s ally) Gre¬ 
nada — for the recovery of Soviet air¬ 
craft after strategic missions. Both the 
Soviet Pacific and Atlantic fleets could 
operate near our shores without having 
to return to the USSR for mainte¬ 
nance .... 

“Soviet/Cubao expansion in Latin 
America would require significant al¬ 
teration in current U.S. forward deploy¬ 
ment since a major threat would now 
exist in an area previously considered 
militarily secure.” ^ 
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ABOVE: Sandinista soldiers, reservists and militia returning from patrol near Rancho 
Grande, 24 hours after an attack from Contras in March *83. Photo: Diego 
Goldberg/Sygma BELOW: Body of Contra killed near Rancho Grande on 26 March 
1983. Photo: Claude Urraca/Sygma 


Some hostages escaped, others were re¬ 
leased. The terrorists were offered safe pas¬ 
sage out of the country. The last of. the 
hostages were freed and the rebels flew to 
Panama and then went to Cuba. 

Costa Rica — Costa Rica is the most 
peaceful and democratic country in Central 
America; indeed it has the most stable 
democracy in all Latin America. This, 
however, has not made it immune to attack 
by Fidelista followers. There have been 
bombings, shootings and kidnappings by 
terrorists. Most of the terrorist activities 
have been conducted not by Costa Ricans 
but by foreigners, making it apparent that 
Costa Rica is under attack from abroad (see 
“Costa Rica: A Domino in Line,” SOF, 
August ’83). 

When they uncovered a terror cell in San 
Jose, Costa Rican police arrested one Chi¬ 
lean, one Argentine, two Nicaraguans, two 
Costa Ricans and three Salvadorans. Three 
officials of the Nicaraguan Embassy in San 
Jose were found to be implicated in a bomb¬ 
ing and were expelled from the country. 
Also known to have operated in Costa Rica 
are members of El Salvador’s Farabundo 
Marti Front, the current name for that coun¬ 
try’s guerrilla organizations. 

Even as it sought to subvert four Central 
American countries, Cuba was militarily 
building up its ally, Nicaragua. Russia 
strengthened Cuba; Cuba strengthened 
Nicaragua. Cuba has about 5,000 civilian 
and 3,000 military and security advisers in 
Nicaragua. (There are also advisers from 
the Soviet Union, East Germany, Bulgaria, 
North Korea and the PLO). The Nicaraguan 
armed forces are being increased from a 
currently estimated strength of 138,000 
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BELOW: Honduran Army troop patrols 
border with FN FAL rifle to keep 
Sandinistas from making cross-border 
operations into Honduras in search of 
Contras. Photo: Randy Taylor/Sygma 



men to 250,000, with 50,000 in active 
forces and 200,000 in the militia and re¬ 
serves. Even at its present level, the Sandi- 
nistan army is the largest force any Central 
American country has ever had. 

Approximately 70 Nicaraguans are being 
trained as jet pilots and mechanics in Bul¬ 
garia. Existing landing strips in Nicaragua 
are being lengthened and will be able to 
accommodate the most sophisticated Soviet 
aircraft. Although there are presently no 
MiGs in Nicaragua, they could be flown in 
quickly from Cuba. 

The Nicaraguans have received about 
100 antiaircraft guns, almost 1,000 East 
German trucks and Soviet howitzers with 
ranges of more than 27 kilometers. They 
have received Soviet T/54-T/55 tanks, poss¬ 
ibly enough (close to 50) to form two batta¬ 
lions. The Nicaraguans have also been 
equipped with antitank guns, howitzers, 
helicopters, amphibious ferries and 
armored personnel carriers. 

Nicaragua’s naval force consists of 15 
patrol boats. Their intrusions into Costa 
Rican waters have been a constant source of 
friction with that country. 

The long-range plan being pursued by 
Moscow and Havana is plain to see. These 
are the goals: 

1. To build up Nicaragua militarily, so 
that it will be increasingly difficult for anti¬ 
communists — inside or outside the country 
— to destroy the Sandinistan government. 
At the same time, Nicaragua serves as the 
base for the subversion of the rest of Central 
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ABOVE: Honduran Army soldier keeps close watch on frontier shared with Nicaragua, 
an unstable area due to repeated clashes between Nicaraguan Sandinista and Contra 
forces. Government sources in Tegucigalpa report that they are “ready at any time” to 
defend Honduran sovereignty. Photo: Randy Taylor/Sygma BELOW: Photo: Courtesy of 
Department of Defense 


America. 

2. Once Central America, or a good part 
of it, is conquered, the next major target will 
be the Mexican oil fields. These lie a little 
more than 100 miles north of the Guatema- 
lan-Mexican border. Having these wells 
under communist control would relieve the 
Soviet Union of the huge burden of support¬ 
ing Cuba with a continuous flow of oil — 
and it would deprive the United States of an 
important petroleum source. Mexico’s 
growing instability may prove a fertile 
ground for Cuban agitation. 

3. Once these initial goals are achieved, 
to turn south. TJie Panama Canal and the 
huge, vital Venezuelan oilfields are prob¬ 
able targets for communist subversion. 

4. To build up Cuba militarily. Initially, 
the Soviet/Cuban goal was to give Cuba 
adequate defenses to protect the govern¬ 
ment against internal insurrection and 
attacks by Cuban exiles and discourage the 
United States from any thought of quick 
victory should it decide to try to overthrow 
Castro by force. 

The extent and nature of the buildup of 
the past two years, however, has signifi¬ 
cantly changed the strategic picture. Cuba 
has been equipped with troop-carrying heli¬ 
copters and recently with two landing craft, 
and the country has some 4,000 airborne 
troops. This means that Cuba now has the 
capability of sending a military force any¬ 
where in the Caribbean area (and anywhere 
in Central America if Nicaragua serves as a 
base). Furthermore, Cuba can support such 
a force with warships and aircraft. 

Within the global context, too, Cuba has 
assumed strategic importance. If there were 
to be a war between NATO and Warsaw 
Pact countries, the United States would 
have to use a considerable portion of its 
forces to conquer Cuba before it could come 
fully to Europe’s rescue. Today, 44 percent 
of all foreign tonnage entering the United 
States and 45 percent of the crude oil com¬ 
ing from abroad pass through the Carib¬ 
bean. It is estimated that in the event of war, 
half of NATO’s supplies from the United 
States would be shipped from Gulf ports. 
Cuba, now armed with MiGs, submarines 
and fast surface craft, is in a position to 
cause serious damage to these sea lines. The 
Russians, having conducted numerous air¬ 
craft and warship training missions to Cuba, 
are now familiar with the area and could 
bolster the Cuban striking capability with 
their own ships and planes. 

Thus, it becomes clear that what is hap¬ 
pening in Cuba and in Central America is 
not a localized affair of minimal interest to 
the United States. It is not a simple matter of 
a few more banana-republic uprisings. 

A major strategic power play is under¬ 
way. Fidel Castro — and the Kremlin — 
mean to win. The Central American guerril¬ 
las, Castro boasted early in 1983, “are in- 
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SOF Exclusive 
from Nicaragua’s Front Line 

CONTRAS 
HOPE TO TERN 
COMMENIST TIDE 

by Bob Poos 


I T all started with a thrilling 
thunder of drums and 
ringing of bugles. The 
Contras, Nicaraguan exiles 
sworn to overthrow the 
Marxist Sandinistas ruling 
their country, claimed three 
towns taken and many 
casualties inflicted, in a 
“three-front invasion.” The 
Sandinistas lent some initial 
credence to this by rushing to 
the United Nations and 
complaining about 
‘ 4 counter-revolutionaries ’ * 
trained, armed and directed by 
the CIA. 

For about two weeks, the 
world believed that a major 
civil war had indeed erupted 
between some 2,000 to 4,000 
Contras and the Nicaraguan 
Army and militia. There was 
some fighting between the 
two, but an SOF reporter in 
Honduras traveling 
extensively along the 
Nicaraguan border and talking 
to many sources found that 
actual developments amounted 
to something less than a 
full-scale war. 


What actually happened 
was a widespread movement 
of Contras operating under the 
recently reorganized Fuerza 
Dcmocratica Nicaraguense or 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(for more information, see 
“FDN Directorate,” p. 53) 
from training bases inside 
Honduras to locations at 
various depths of penetration 
into Nicaragua. In so doing, 
their patrols occasionally 
collided with Nicaraguan 
militia looking for them. 

The movement came 
largely because of Honduran 
pressure to move the Contras 
out of their country before the 
much more powerful 
Nicaraguan armed forces used 
the Contras’ presence as an 
excuse to invade Honduras. 
The FDN Contras didn’t need 
much urging. Armed, 
supplied and trained by the 
CIA, FDN leadership had 
long wanted to do something 
more than stage annoying 
raids into Nicaragua from 
about 10 training camps 
located near the 
Honduran/Nicaraguan border. 

There are three primary 
forces opposing the 
Sandinistas: the FDN with 
4,000 to 5,000 Contras under 
arms; the Misurasata, an 
alliance of Miskito and Suma 
Indians (fiercely independent 
people who have resisted 
Sandinista efforts to 
nationalize their small farm 
holdings and 


fishing operations and have 
been driven away from their 
homes by Sandinista militia¬ 
men), with perhaps 1,000 
armed guerrillas; and 500 to 
800 men commanded by Eden 
Pastora, former Sandinista 
officer known as Comman- 
dante Zero, who operated 
from Costa Rica on Nicar¬ 
agua’s southern border before 
moving inside Nicaragua. 

The deepest penetration to 
date has been a Contra raid on 
the Nicaraguan city of Es- 
quipulas, only 60 miles from 
Managua. The Contras broad¬ 
cast over their clandestine, 
Honduran-based “Radio 15 
September’ ’ that the town had 
been captured and occupied 
along with two smaller nearby 
communities, San Dionisio 
and San Ramon. That was un¬ 
true, but there was sporadic 
fighting in the area with some 
light casualties taken on both 
sides. 

Pastora, with the smallest 
of the three forces, neverthe¬ 
less is believed to have suf¬ 
fered the heaviest casualties in 
one of his raids: two men kil¬ 
led and 40 captured in a foray 
about 10 miles south of the 
Honduran/Nicaraguan border. 


Nicaraguan Contras 
have used both 
Honduras and Costa 
Rica as launching 
bases to raid 
Sandinista forces. 
Here Honduran-based 
Contra carries FN 
FAL on raid into 
norther Nicaragua. 
Photo: James 
Natchwey/Black Star 
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A Pastora spokesman in Costa 
Rica claimed five Nicaraguans 
killed and 17 wounded in 
what was essentially an 
ambush by Pastoral group. 

Pastora used to pack a lot 
of clout in Latin America be¬ 
cause of his charisma: As a 
Sandinista officer, he gained 
worldwide acclaim by leading 
an attack on the Nicaraguan 
National Palace which set the 
stage for the final overthrow 
of Nicaraguan dictator, Anas- 
tasio Somoza. Pastora, known 
as a moderate leftist, grew 
disillusioned with his former 
comrades when they allied 
themselves with Cuba and 
adopted Marxism. He has lost 
a lot of the former respect he 
held because of long, ramb¬ 
ling, sometimes virtually in¬ 
coherent speeches made over 
a radio frequency he calls 
Radio Sandino. 

An FDN spokesman told 
SOF, “Pastora’s main prob¬ 
lem is he thinks military ac¬ 
tion is the solution to eveiy- 
thing. We believe freedom for 
Nicaragua can only be won 
through a combination of it 
and political activity. ’ ’ 

That is why the FDN has 
announced a “peace initia¬ 
tive” which it invited the 
Sandinistas to share. An FDN 
spokesman said it is willing to 
“immediately cease all defen¬ 
sive military actions” within 
Nicaragua if the Sandinistas 
accept the 12-point program 
— a virtual repudiation of 
Marxism. It includes: general 
amnesty, revocation of the 
state of emergency imposed in 
March ’82, permission for the 
return home of all exiles, an 
end to religious persection and 
an end to restrictions on hu¬ 
man rights and freedom of the 
press. 


Contras inside 

Nicaragua 

carry AK-47 assault 

rifles. Photo: James 

Nachtwey/Black 

Star 
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Another formerly popular 
anti-Sandinista leader, Juan 
Carlos (see “A Day with the 
Jackals,” SOF, September 
’81), has stepped entirely out 
of the picture. He now lives 
quietly in Miami. 

FDN spokesmen in the 
Honduran capital, Tegucigal¬ 
pa, claimed to SOF that they 
have largely purged the move¬ 
ment of the worst elements of 
Somoza’s old National Guard, 
hated and feared by the peo¬ 
ple, who still are unlikely to 
ally themselves with a force 
composed entirely of former 
Guardsmen. 

“We only have about five- 
percent former Guardsmen 
serving in our army,” said the 
spokesman. He did concede 
that most senior NCOs and 
company-level officers are 
one-time Guardsmen: 

“They’re the only trained, ex¬ 
perienced men we had avail¬ 
able.” 

Soon after the Contra troop 
movement began, the Sandi- 
nista government invited more 
than 100 journalists to come 
over and enjoy a front-row 
seat at the battle scenes. 

About 100, some from as far 
as Australia, accepted the in¬ 
vitation, but they saw little 
evidence of any fighting other 
than militiamen patrolling in 
Nueva Segovia Province, 
which accounts for about 40 
percent of Nicaragua’s Hon¬ 
duran border area. 

The terrain in which the 
Contras have settled them¬ 
selves is either rough, scrub 
jungle with high hills or coas¬ 
tal swamps, and both areas 
are heat-seared. Extremely 
well-trained, tough troops ex¬ 
perienced in counterinsurgen¬ 
cy warfare would be required 
to dislodge them. Nicaragua’s 
militia is not that. Its army is 


Two Contras armed 
with folding stock 
AK-4? and FN FAL 
rifles watch for 
Sandinistas. Photo: 
James Nachtwey ( 
Black Star 
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HONDURAS 


believed to be Latin Amer¬ 
ica’s largest, best-trained (by 
Cubans and East Europeans) 
and most heavily armed army. 
The ComBloc weapons inven¬ 
tory ranges from AK-47s to 
T55 tanks. It has 22,000 regu¬ 
lars and 10,000 active re¬ 
serves, while the militia num¬ 
bers some 50,000. 

The initial exaggerated re¬ 
ports of heavy fighting gave 
rise to numerous bolas or 
rumors throughout Central 
America, particularly in Tegu¬ 
cigalpa. where there was 
briefly a case of war jitters 


because of one of them. This 
particular rumor said that the 
Nicaraguans would use the 
violence as an excuse to in¬ 
vade Honduras in the pretext 
of looking for guerrilla 
camps. The under-trained 
27,000-man Honduran Army 
would probably fare badly in 
a conflict of that nature. 

The only reason Nicaragua 
didn’t invade, so this rumor 
continued, was fear that Presi¬ 
dent Reagan would employ a 



FDN DIRECTORATE 

by Bob Poos 

The seven-member Directorate composing top leadership of 
the Fuerza Democratica Nicaraguense (FDN) is a diverse group 
that includes businessmen and educators persecuted both by the 
old Somoza dictatorship and its Marxist Sandinista replacement, 
a woman and a former Somozan Army officer, its only military 
man. They are: ; -* I 

Alfonso Callejas Deshon, 60, who holds a degree in civil 
engineering from the University of Santa Clara, Calif., and is 
credited with developing the Nicaraguan cotton industry. He 
was vice president under Somoza, but resigned his cabinet-level 
position in 1974 in protest of Somoza’s brutality. After his 
property and other assets were confiscated by the Sandinistas in 
1982, he fled Nicaragua and joined the FDN. 

Lucia Cardenal Salazar, 42, widow of Jorge Salazar Arguella, 
who initiated a profit-sharing plan among workers on his planta¬ 
tion. The Salazars worked in behalf of the Sandinista movement 
but Sandinista security agents assassinated him in 1980. Mrs. 
Salazar then left Nicaragua, became active in anti-Sandinista 
political activities and became an FDN director this year, 

Adolfo Calero Portocarrero, 52, former general manager of 
Coca-Cola® bottling plant in Managua and active in other busi¬ 
ness interests. He was treasurer of the Nicaraguan Conservative 
Democratic Party. Somoza jailed him as a political prisoner in 
1978. He became equally disillusioned with the Sandinistas after 
their takeover in 1979. He fled Nicaragua this year despite being 
one of the FSLN (Sandinista) Party’s founding members. 

Marco Zeledon, 51, businessman who in 1961 founded and 
became chairman of CereaJes de Centroamericana, the Central 
American arm of Quaker Oats Co. Cereales de Centroamericana 
is one of the first business operations in Latin America 
establish an employee profit-sharing plan and grant sick leave at 
full pay, as well as furnishing educational grants for employees 
and their children. The Sandinistas appropriated the firm shortly 
after that movement went Marxist and Zeledon fled to become 
an FDN leader. 

Enrique Bermudez Varela, 51, is the only military man on the 
FDN directorate. He graduated from the Nicaraguan Military 
Academy and attended General Staff College at Ft. Leaven¬ 
worth, Kan., military engineering school in Brazil and counter¬ 
insurgency courses at Ft. Gulick, Canal Zone. Varela served in 
various Army units, was a member of the Inter-American Peace 
Force in Santo Domingo during the 1965 Dominican crisis and is 
the former defense attache in Washington. 



Dr, Edgar Chamorro CoroneL (pictured above), educator, 
who holds four university degrees; Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal 
Arts. University of Quito, Equador; Bachelor’s Degree in 
Theology* St. Louis University, Mo.; Master’s in GdiiOitimal 
Psychology, Marquette University. Milwaukee, Wj$,; Doctoral 
Degree in Education. Harvard. Coronci was director of Nicara¬ 
guan Development Bank and a leader of the Nicaraguan Con¬ 
servative (anti-Somoza) Party. When the Sandinistas assumed 
power in 1979, he aptly described it as “replacing one evil with 
another” and left. 

Indalecio Rodriguez Alania, 45. veterinarian and former pres¬ 
ident. University of Central America, who comes from a family 
long opposed to Somoza. He led the Partido Liberal indepen - 
diente and thus was twice imprisoned by the dictator, 1956 and 
'59. After exiling himself in 1960, Alania became a founding 
member of the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacionai( Sandi¬ 
nista Party) Following (he Marxist takeover in 1981, he again 
chose exile. 
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NICARAGUA 


Nicaraguan invasion of Hon¬ 
duras as an excuse to send in 
the Marines. And Nicaragua 
knows all about the Marines. 
They occupied it during most 
of the 1920s and part of the 
’30s. 

The most prevalent bola 
was that Sandinista leadership 
deliberately puffed up reports 
of fighting in order to create 
war hysteria and a spirit of 
patriotism to take the Nicara¬ 
guan people’s minds off un¬ 
fulfilled promises of elections 
and a ruined economy that 
features staggering inflation. 

Speculation also went that 
the Sandinistas were very 
much alarmed by the raids’ 
proximity to Managua — just 
60 miles in the case of Es- 
quipulas. When the Sandinis¬ 
tas themselves started con¬ 
ducting successful raids that 
close to the capital, they were 
well on their way to toppling 
Somoza. 

Contra bands are tough, 
well-armed and disciplined. 
Web gear is of U.S.-issue and 
uniforms are much like the 
old U.S. Army and Marine 
green fatigues, while personal 
weapons are FNs and every 
man carries a Browning 9mm 
pistol. The Contras also have 
M79 grenade launchers, M60 
machine guns and LAWs. 
Communication gear includes 
PRC-25 field radios. 

Contra spokesmen in Tegu¬ 
cigalpa say they appreciate 
American assistance but ob¬ 
ject to the strings attached to 
it. “Although the United 
States is helping us, it says 
no, no, no to everything. Our 
men want to do spectacular 
things, but every time they 
get the momentum, the United 
States stops them. It’s like an 
invisible hand holding the 
strings.’’ 

The Contra objectives are 
quite clear: overthrow the 
Sandinista Marxist govern¬ 
ment and replace it with a 
Western-style democracy, or 
their version of one based on 
their 12-point program. That 
would be a nice bonus for the 
CIA and the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration, but U.S. interests are 
more limited: scare the Sandi¬ 
nistas badly enough so they 



ABOVE: Contras in Honduran 
training camp pray for return of 
Nicaragua to the people. To 
supplement prayers, they carry FN 
FAL and RPG-7. LEFT: Contra 
officer transmits latest intelligence to 
another camp. Photos: James 
Nachtwey /Black Star BELOW: Arms 
that Sandinistas claim to have 
captured from Contras include Czech 
7.62mm Model 52/57 Semiautomatic 
Rifles and AK-47s. Since Czech 
weapons are standard Sandinista 
arms, SOF suspects some trickery 
here. Photo: J.L. Atlan/Sygma 
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stop exporting armed com¬ 
munist revolutions elsewhere 
in Central America, especially 
El Salvador. 

Further toward that end, the 
United States has hinted 
strongly that it is considering 
imposition of economic pres¬ 
sures, including severe restric¬ 
tions on Nicaraguan sugar ex¬ 
ports to the States — a poten¬ 
tially crippling blow to an 
already chaotic economy that 
depends on sugar exports as 
its main source of foreign re¬ 
venue. 

Meanwhile, back in 
Washington, the Democratic- 
controlled House Intelligence 
Committee, chaired by left¬ 
leaning Massachusetts Rep. 
Edward Boland, nearly suc¬ 
ceeded in cutting off U.S. aid 
to the Contras. Only a special 
White House briefing by Pres¬ 
ident Reagan to the committee 
members, followed by his 
speech before a joint session 
of Congress, prevented the 
cut-off of funds. As the mea¬ 
sure’s language finally read, it 
would stop covert assistance 
to the Contras but permit 
overt aid. The overt fund 
would contain $30 million for 
the rest of this year and $50 
million for 1984. 


The most ironic thing about 
all this is that the Sandinisfas, 
who overthrew a corrupt, 
brutal, despised dictator with 
limited aid from Fidel Castro 
and much popular support, are 
now confronted with exactly 
the same situation. Only this 
time Contra aid comes from 
the United States and Sandi- 
nista popular support is erod¬ 
ing because of nonexistent 
elections, human-rights viola¬ 
tions that, in the Indians’ 
case, amount to near geno¬ 
cide, a government-muzzled 
press and religious persecution 
in a country staunchly Roman 
Catholic. 

There is no telling yet the 
final outcome in Nicaragua, 
but one thing seems clear: 

The Sandinistas are in for a 
long, ever-more-bloody strug¬ 
gle that is certain to further 
cripple their economic situa¬ 
tion. At best, it could be the 
West’s first really positive 
achievement in Latin America 
for a veiy long time. At least 
it might serve to hold Marx¬ 
ism in check in this area so 
critical to U.S. interests and 
domestic security.^ 


MISSION TO 
MOCORON 

Genocide Sandinista Style 

Text & Photos by Bob Poos 


O UR twin-engine Piper Apache circled a 
dirt airstrip at Rus Rus, Honduras, 
some five kilometers from the Nicaraguan 
border. The pilot, Capt. Humbert Ochoa, 
remarked, “That strip was overgrown with 
weeds last time I was here. Now it’s cleared 
and I don’t know who did it — the CIA, the 
Contras, maybe even the army, but we better 
go back to Mocoron [10 miles further into 
Honduras].” 

Aboard the plane were Juan Tamayo of 
the Miami Herald , Mike Boettcher and Wil¬ 
lis Perry of Cable News Network and my¬ 
self. We were investigating reports that hun¬ 
dreds of Miskito Indians were fleeing Nicar¬ 
agua under bombing or shelling by troops of 
the Marxist Sandinista government and 


\ 



Sick child recuperates in hospital at refugee 
center in Mocoron, Honduras, just across bor¬ 
der from Nicaragua. Mother and child were 
among 400 Miskito Indians who fled their vil¬ 
lage after it was bombed or shelled. 


raked by gunfire along their six-day journey 
to safety across the Coco River. Both re¬ 
fugees and Western relief organization per¬ 
sonnel at the refugee camp in Mocoron said 
the reports were basically true. 

Rus Rus is an initial collection point for 
people fleeing Sandinista terror. It is a small 
collection of huts and offers basic medical 
services to the sick, wounded and elderly. 
Mocoron is a larger complex and includes a 
small, crude (but for this part of the world 
serviceable) hospital staffed by physicians 
from “Doctors Without Borders,” volun¬ 
teers from Europe and the United States who 
contribute from six months to a year at re¬ 
fugee camps in troubled areas of the world. It 
is also where U.S. and Honduran forces held 
joint maneuvers recently. In fact, the airstrip 
served as a DZ for Honduran paratroopers. 

Other refugee organizations operating in 
Honduras include the UN and World Relief, 
an organization financed by National 
Evangelical Churches, a collective of U.S. 
Protestant groups. 

Continued on page 79 
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T HE United States may lose the war in El 
Salvador in the near future. 

This, unfortunately, is a conclusion from 
which there may be no escape. The guerril¬ 
las in the past few weeks have moved into 
Phase III of an insurgency. By massing 
enormous numbers of guerrillas — the 
equivalent of several battalions — the G 
leaders have demonstrated they can mass 
sufficient force to seize almost any objec¬ 
tive at a time of their choosing. In contrast, 
the Salvadoran government, as is the case in 
most insurgencies, must parcel 90 percent 
of its force throughout the country in a static 
mode for security purposes. 

Granted, the Gs have yet to confront the 
Salvo elite immediate-reaction battalions in 
a set-piece battle. 

However, if the communist Gs continue 
to increase their military power at the same 
rate as they have over the last two years, we 
may well witness a couple of mini-Dien 
Bien Phus coupled with the disgusting 
spectacle of American embassy personnel 
being evacuated a la Saigon 1975. 

Then we will see El Salvador become to 
Honduras and Guatemala — or Mexico — 
what Nicaragua has become to El Salvador. 
What then, after El Salvador? Do we stop 
them in Mexico? 

Not likely, many astute political obser¬ 
vers feel, because of the current political 
and economic instability of Mexico, com¬ 
bined with the basic hostility of large seg¬ 
ments of the Mexican elite toward the Un¬ 
ited States. Mexico, with an astronomical 
birth rate/population explosion (a popula¬ 
tion now estimated at 70 million), with over 
50-percent unemployment, endemic infla¬ 
tion, enormous social problems due to the 


gap between the rich and poor, and an 
armed forces strength of just over 100,000, 
would be a very difficult and expensive 
place to try to stop the northward march of 
communist-backed tyranny. 

Where’s the next place we can reasonably 
stop the communists? The Rio Grande. 
Where, according to highly placed officials 
in the Department of Defense (DOD), it 
would take three Army corps to secure our 
southern border. Which would require mov¬ 
ing all our active Marine and Army divi¬ 
sions to the Rio Grande, including all our 
troops within NATO. And wouldn’t the 
Russians love that. 

A bit far-fetched? Perhaps, but then 
again, we are sure the hundreds of U.S. 
servicemen who died at Pearl Harbor 
thought the same thing on 6 December 
1941. And who would have believed then 
that 34 years later the United States would 
be defeated by a country of 19 million 
peasants in Southeast Asia? 

Why are we going to lose our chance for 
victory in El Salvador? Primarily because 
the U.S. Congress refuses to provide the 
necessary funds and advisers. SOF con¬ 
firmed this during our recent fact-finding 
mission to that war-ravaged country. 

In a nutshell, if the EJ Salvador line- 
company weapons — M 16s, M60s and .50- 
caliber Brownings — don’t function, how 
the hell can you avoid defeat, much less 
win? More about that horror story later on in 
our report. 

To date, the policy of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment — at least as enacted by the neo¬ 
isolationists, pacifists and naive tooth-fairy 
liberals in Congress — is clearly, though 
perhaps not intentionally, to give just 





LEFT: John Early, SOF’s Airborne Operations Editor, and Alex McColl 
(Director of Special Projects) move out from Salvo Huey, A few hours later, SOF 
team helped terminate three communist Gs. Photo: Ralph Edens BELOW: Belted 
and ready, Airborne Bn M60 gunner seeks targets. Ribbon on front sights aids 
ID In the field. Photo: Ralph Edens 





enough aid to the anti-communist govern¬ 
ment in El Salvador in order to achieve the 
following: 

1. Get the United States thoroughly tarred 
in the international left-wing press for sup¬ 
porting “yet another corrupt, right-wing 
military dictatorship against the forces of 
liberation and agrarian reform.” 

2. Ensure that the present government in 
El Salvador is identified as a stooge of the 
CIA, Wall Street, multi-national capital¬ 
ism, U.S. imperalism, etc. This same gov¬ 
ernment, by the way, was elected by a 
tremendous majority in an internationally 
supervised, free, democratic election, par¬ 
ticipated in by 80 percent of eligible voters. 
Which is more than can be said for the 
present rulers of Nicaragua, Cuba, Cambo¬ 
dia or the Soviet Union. It is interesting to 
note that, on the other hand, the communist 
guerrillas told the Salvadoran voters, “Vote 
today, die tomorrow.” 

3. Ensure the ultimate victory of the Mar¬ 
xists only after the maximum degree of 
tragedy and suffering have been inflicted on 
the Salvadoran people, and in ways that 
cause maximum damage to what remains of 
the credibility of the United States as a reli¬ 
able ally, especially in Latin America. 

4. Provide for a comprehensive take-over 
of all Central America, and eventually 
Panama and Mexico by the ideological and 
political brothers of the folks who brought 
deep respect for religious and individual 
liberty to Afghanistan and creative popula¬ 
tion engineering to Cambodia, in which 
countries even Himmler and Eichmann 
couldn’t have done a better job. 

On principle, we don’t support the “con¬ 
spiracy of evil men” theory of what’s 
wrong with the world, and try to avoid attri¬ 
buting to deliberate malice and treason what 
can, in any case, be explained by mere 
incompetence, stupidity and naivete. But in 
the case of El Salvador, these defenses are 
wearing thin in the face of overwhelming 
evidence. Or is it just that getting re-elected 
is more important than saving our country? 

And who are these communist guerrillas? 
Are they masses of poor, oppressed 
peasants? No. They are dissident oligarchs, 
students, professors and intellectuals from 
the middle class with a few disaffected cam- 
pesinos and bandit types. The communist 
guerrillas are not getting significant volun¬ 
tary support from the peasants. 

Because they do not have the support of 
the people, they consistency attack the 
physical infrastructure of the community. 
When they blow a bridge, they annoy peo¬ 
ple. Not because they are stupid but because 
such an action is good for world publicity 
and the people they annoy don’t support 
them anyway. 

Historically, every guerrilla/terrorist 
movement has had the option of attacking 
the physical infrastructure. And, historical¬ 
ly _ the reason they have refrained from so 
doing has been that they do not want to 
58 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


antagonize the people who support them or 
whose support they wish to gain. However, 
the communist guerrillas in El Salvador are 
simply interested in gaining power by force. 

Congress, heavily influenced by left- 
wing groups and the liberal media, who 
insist on focusing on “human rights” at the 
expense of U.S. national survival, is im¬ 
plementing this impending defeat by failing 
to provide sufficient funds and advisers, and 
by hamstringing advisers with stupid, un¬ 
realistic restrictions. 

Insufficient Funds: When El Salvador 
falls, history will place the blame squarely 
on the shoulders of the U.S. Congress, 
which has endlessly bickered over the piti¬ 
ful amounts of aid to be allocated to defeat¬ 
ing the Marxist insurgents. 

In ’78 and ’79, we gave the Salvos 
$50,000; in ’80, $5.9 million; in ’81, $35.5 
million; in ’82, 82 million and so far in ’83, 
$26.3 million. This is totally inadequate to 
cover the cost of transforming a 6,000-man, 
inexperienced, underequipped army into a 
22,000-man modem military force capable 
of defeating a communist-supported, com¬ 
munist-led insurgency. 

The problem was succinctly summed up 
by one highly placed DOD official who told 
us, 4 4 We simply do not have the resources to 
do the job. We have had no money since the 
first of the year [this interview took place 
when we presented our after-action report to 
a number of officials in DOD in early May 
’83]. We are so short of funds, we must rob 
Peter to pay Paul; for example, we have had 
to reallocate funds for spare parts for aircraft 
and helicopters to purchase needed small- 
arms ammo.” 

Obviously, this movement of what funds 
are available would be disruptive to any 
supply system. 

Another example dramatizes the need for 
more funds. During our February trip, a Mil 
Group adviser told us that the Salvadorans 
desperately needed an MTT to instruct in 
the care and maintenance of their medical 
equipment in the military hospital. But the 
Mil Group reluctantly determined they 
could not allocate funds as all funds had to 
be targeted for stopping the guerrillas from 
overrunning the country. A case of “bullets 
before bandages.” 

How many Salvadoran troopers and civi¬ 
lians died because of this? Perhaps Senator 
Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) or Senator 
Chris Dodd (D-Conn.) would care to com¬ 
ment. 

A specific example of the stupidity/timid¬ 
ity of Congress can be found in one of the 
limitations on how aid can be spent. Recent¬ 
ly, Senator Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kan.) 
proposed a piece of legislation that passed 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
17-1 that requires $20 million of the aid 
allocated to be spent on training Salvadoran 
troops in the United States. Kassebaum’s 
office claims it is only twice as expensive to 
train them in the United States than to send 



ABOVE: Big John Donovan is happy in 
his work as he conducts basic demo 
classes for the Atlacatl Bn. Instruction 
included his recipe for homemade 
claymores. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
RIGHT: Salvo trooper didn’t believe Big 
John when told a charge was going off: 
He believes now. Photo: Ralph Edens 


trainers to El Salvador. (The DOD official 
stated it was three times as expensive.) 

The rationale for this “waste” is that 
such a policy would eliminate the need for 
sending additional U.S. advisers/tr^were, to 
El Salvador and thus reduce the risk of more 
adviser/trainers being killed by the guerril¬ 
las/terrorists. 

We’ll give her the benefit of the doubt by 
theorizing that she may have been moti¬ 
vated by the assumption that this was the 
only way she could get additional funds 
approved by Congress. (As we go to press, 
this particular piece of legislation has not 
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yet been debated on the floor of the Senate 
but will be this summer.) 

Insufficient Trainers/Advisers: It has 
been difficult to ascertain when the govem- 
ment/State Department/Department of De¬ 
fense decided that U.S. personnel should be 
limited to the magical number of 55. One 
explanation is that the 55-man limit was 
agreed to by the State Department and DOD 
several years ago when it was decided that 
number could get the job done — then. As 
mentioned earlier, the size of the Salvo 
army has been increased nearly fourfold — 
the number of U.S. personnel has not. 

Furthermore, 25 to 30 of the U.S. mis¬ 
sion are involved in logistics, administra¬ 
tion and maintenance. Also, a significant 
amount of their time is spent preparing re¬ 
ports for higher headquarters. 

At present, there is only one full-time 
U.S. training officer for all the Salvo armed 
forces. The remaining man-days allocated 
for training are filled by Mobile Training 
Teams (MTTs) sent for the most part from 
Ft. Bragg or Ft. Gulick in the Canal Zone. 

Furthermore, the Mobile Training 
Team’s impact is significantly diluted be¬ 
cause once the team leaves there is no fol¬ 
low-through, no capability of ensuring that 
the lessons taught are retained and used by 
troops. It’s about as effective as a basic 
training company which receives eight 
weeks training and then is turned loose on 
its own. 

There is no better example than that of the 
FAS Airborne Battalion which, on an op¬ 
eration two weeks after the MTTs left, 
could not reassemble their M60s correctly. 
(A possible explanation is that for reasons 
unknown, the Salvos do not assign indi¬ 
viduals as permanent primary and assistant 
gunners on their crew-served weapons.) 

The MTTs are not advisers in the Viet¬ 
nam context since Congress prohibits them 
from accompanying Salvo units to the field 
or even going into operational areas. U.S. 
military personnel cannot even carry Ml6s. 
(Remember the big hullabaloo the liberal 
press made about a U.S. officer being seen/ 
photographed carrying an MI6? He was 
sent home. Naughty, naughty.) 

The U.S. military, therefore, reluctantly 
relies on informally debriefing journalists 
— those who have military backgrounds 
and are willing to cooperate — on the Salvo 
effectiveness in the field. 

Which makes about as much sense as the 
Washington Redskin coaching staff, after 
working all week with the team, waiting in 
the locker room during the Sunday game, 
and asking Howard Cosell for his opinion 
after they’ve lost. 

Once again, to obtain maximum effec¬ 
tiveness and if we really want to win, U.S. 
personnel must be allowed to accompany 
Salvo units to the field and take the risk of 
incurring casualties. We find it ironic that 
those people who anguish about the death of 
a single adviser — not that it was not tragic 
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— accept the slaughter of innocent civilians 
without comment. In a recent Washington 
D.C. radio interview. Sen. Chris Dodd ago¬ 
nized at length over the execution of civi¬ 
lians by right-wing death squads while fail¬ 
ing to give even passing mention to the 
innumerable murders committed by the 
guerrilla terrorists. 

Unfortunately, to defend national in¬ 
terests it may be necessary to suffer casual¬ 
ties. But then, that’s what national defense 
is all about, isn’t it? 

If political expediency absolutely pre¬ 
cludes U.S. military personnel from going 
to the field, a quick fix to compensate for the 
lack of a sufficient number of advisers is to 
go to the private sector. Yes, that’s right, 
like Air America. Hire, on a contract basis, 
combat-experienced Vietnam veterans who 
would train and advise; who would provide 
the necessary continuity and follow- 
through. 

An oversimplified but basic concept 
would be as follows: 

1 Assign two bilingual, qualified, ex¬ 
perienced contract personnel to each of El 
Salvador’s 14 departmental headquarters 
(the country is divided into 14 separate 
administrative areas). Contracts would be 
for six months or one year. They would be 
billeted in the Salvo Army quarters. (When 
presented with this concept, one high- 
ranking Salvo official shrugged his shoul¬ 
ders and asked, “Who would come; who 


will do this difficult job and live under these 
terrible conditions?’’ 

2. Assign on the same basis two contract 
personnel to each of the immediate-reaction 
battalions, for a total of 36. 

3. Hire the number of necessary pilots for 
the air force to allow the FAS to use what air 
assets they have to the utmost. SOF’s team 
did not have the expertise to determine the 
exact numbers required. 

How do we pay for the above (assuming 
the ground advisers would be paid $2,000 
per month), if the Salvos do not have the 
funds and the U.S. government finds such a 
course politically inexpedient? Through the 
private sector. We have some suggestions 
regarding the funding problem, but are not 
going to print them. 

Not often do foreigners have the oppor¬ 
tunity to get down to the nuts-and-bolts 
level of a foreign army, as we did in El 
Salvador. In fact, we were presumptuous 
enough to think that, at the time this report 
was compiled, we had a better working 
knowledge of the Salvos at company level 
than many of the U.S. Mil Group members 
— especially since we were able to place a 
team with a Salvo unit on a combat opera¬ 
tion. 

For the many readers who do not have 
extensive military experience, we have re¬ 
written a significant portion of our after- 
action report in narrative form to make for 
easier reading. We hope all you “profes¬ 


sionals” will accept this format. 

Our report follows. 

MISSION 

by Alex McColl 

A Team from Soldier of Fortune Maga¬ 
zine was in El Salvador from 20 through 30 
April 1983. Their activities included discus¬ 
sions with and briefings by U.S. Military 
Group (Mil Group) personnel, training of 
selected elements of El Salvador’s armed 
forces and participation in combat opera¬ 
tions. 

The SOF Team: 

Robert K. Brown, Editor/Publisher of 
Soldier of Fortune. Lieutenant Colonel, 
Special Forces, USAR. One tour in Viet¬ 
nam, including command of the Tong Le 
Chon Special Forces Camp and experience 
as an Infantry Battalion S2. 

Alexander M. S. McColl, Director of 
Special Projects, SOF. Colonel, Special 
Forces, USAR. Eleven years active duty, 
including two tours in Vietnam (SSO ACSI 
J2 MACV, District Senior Adviser, 


SOF’s Medical Operations Editor, Dr. 
John Peters teaches Atlacatl Bn medics. 
Photo: Ralph Edens INSET: Doc Peters 
returns from medevac treating Salvo 
troopers. Photo: Jim Fisher 
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Colonel Jose Bustillo, Salvadoran Air Force 
CO, accepts Hardcorps vests for chopper 
door-gunners and pilots from SOF 
Editor/Puhlisher Robert K. Brown. Vests 
were donated to Salvadoran cause by 
Richard Davis, President of Second Chance. 
Photo: Alex McColl 

MACVSOG). Graduate of Army War Col¬ 
lege. 

John Early, President, Albuquerque Pa¬ 
rachute Center, Albuquerque, N.M. Chief 
Training Officer, Number 1 Parachute 
Training School. Former Captain, Selous 
Scouts, Rhodesian Army. Twelve years 
with U.S. Army Special Forces, including 
the siege of the Lang Vei SF Camp. Expert 
in all aspects of parachuting and antiterrorist 
operations. 

Peder Lund, Publisher, Paladin Press, 
Boulder, Colo. Service in Vietnam included 
one year as an “A” Team commander and 
six months as a rifle company commander 
in the 9th Infantry Division. 

John Donovan, owner, Donovan Dyna- 
miting, Danvers, Ill. Major, Special 
Forces, USAR. Demolitions expert; after 
the U.S. government, his firm is the largest 
user of C4 in the United States. 

“John Doe,” weapons instructor, served 
with the USMC in Vietnam, three-year tour 
with Rhodesian SAS, later an NCO in the 


Selous Scouts, Rhodesian Army Noted ex¬ 
pert in weapons instruction and antiterrorist 
and long-range recon operations. 

Peter G. Kokalis. SOF Military Small 
Arms Editor. Served in U.S. Army with 
technical intelligence branch. Writer and 
expert on military automatic weapons 

Ralph Edens. President, Security and Re¬ 
search. Ltd., Humble. Texas. International 
security consultant and unconventional- 
operations expert. 

John Peters, M.D.. SOF Paramedic Op¬ 
erations Editor. Medical Director, Para¬ 
chute Medical Rescue Service. Noted in¬ 
structor in combat and survival medicine, 
and expert in disaster-relief medicine. 
Summary of Activities: 

One team consisting of Early, Edens, 
Lund and McColl spent about 24 hours with 
the 1 st Squadron (equivalent to a rifle com¬ 
pany) of the FAS Airborne Battalion, which 
was conducting a combat operation in Cus- 
catlan Province. 24-25 April 1983. Lund 
remained with the squadron for two days 
after the other team members had returned 
to San Salvador. The team evaluated field 
tactical procedures, weapons training and 
maintenance, and related subjects. (See re¬ 
lated story on p. 70.) 

Donovan instructed Atlacatl Battalion 
troops on mines, booby-traps, demolitions 
and related subjects; evaluated their explo¬ 



it’s about 1000 miles from Washington, 
D.C., to Miami, and another 1000 miles 
from Miami to El Salvador. 
That’s close to home. 
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sives inventory and storage procedures and 
prepared for them an explosives storage 
SOP. 

John Doe conducted a sniper school for 
the Atlacatl Battalion. 

Early inspected the Airborne Battalion’s 
parachute loft and riggers. 

Kokalis spent several days giving instruc¬ 
tion on the disassembly, assembly, mainte¬ 
nance and employment of the M16-A1, 
M60 GMPG and .50-caliber M2 HBMG to 
the Atlacatl Battalion, the doorgunners of 
the FAS helicopter squadron and the base- 
defense battalion of the FAS (see “Arming 
El Salvador,” p. 64). These units were 
selected because of their high priority and 
their being in the Ilopango/San Salvador 
area. 

Peters spent several days consulting with 
the commanders of Salvadoran Army 
medical activities in the San Salvador area, 
and conducting classes on emergency life¬ 
saving procedures to Salvadoran enlisted 
medics and hospital corps men. 

Brown and McColl conferred with senior 
Salvadoran officers and Mil Group mem¬ 
bers. 

RIGGER’S REPORT 

by John Early 

Shortly after our arrival in El Salvador, 
the commander of the Air Force, Col. Juan 
Bustillo, invited us to observe the newly 
formed Salvadoran Airborne Battalion dur¬ 
ing its initial field deployment. The batta¬ 
lion is under the command of the Air Force. 

While other SOFers inspected weapons 
and training procedures, I was introduced to 
the commanding officer, Maj. Turcios, and 
given a short, comprehensive briefing on 
the battalion’s state of training and readi¬ 
ness. Maj. Turcios appeared to be a dedi¬ 
cated, professional officer in every sense as 
he answered my questions and conducted 
me through his battalion. Like many offic¬ 
ers we observed, the major is extremely 
shorthanded in staff officers and is forced to 
do much of his own leg work. 

After a brief walk-through, he gave me 
free run of the battalion and base area, and 
left orders with his subordinates that I be 
allowed access to anything 1 wished and that 
my suggestions were to be acted upon im¬ 
mediately. 

I busied myself with an inspection of the 
parachute loft and its support areas. 
Although this battalion is not presently 
being used in the airborne role, it is in the 
process of equipping for a future airborne 
operation. 

The rigger shed was manned by three 
«ager, but poorly trained parachute riggers. 
1 volunteered to advise them on how to get 
the battalion ready for airborne ops. One of 
the problems we encountered at the outset 
involved the pulling of parachute riggers 
from the loft to flesh out infantry platoons in 
the field. Since very few support personnel 
were left behind when the battalion went to 
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LEFT: John Early, Viet vet, CO of 
Rhodesian Airborne School and a Captain 
in Selous Scouts, examines canopy in 
Airborne rigger’s loft. Photo: Jim Fisher 
BELOW: Atlacatl sniper fires venerable 
.30-06 Ml-D Garand, considered obsolete, 
but still an effective sniper’s weapon. 

Lake City match ammo was used with 
excellent results. Photo: Ralph Edens 





ABOVE: “John Doe” demonstrates prone 
position using pack as rest with Ml-D to 
Atlacatl snipers. Salvo snipers proved 
eager and aggressive and had good 
marksmanship skills; however, Ml-Ds 
lacked adequate spare parts and cleaning 
equipment. Photo: Ralph Edens LEFT: 
McColI — behind Airborne RTO and 
followed by Lund — moves out on patrol 
hunting communist guerrillas. Photo: 

Ralph Edens 

the field, little was accomplished in bring¬ 
ing the air items up-to-snuff or repairing the 
equipment damaged in training or opera¬ 
tions. 

When I asked who was responsible for 
this personnel utilization, I was told the 
chief rigger. 

“Where is the chief rigger?” I asked. 

“Oh, sir, he died in a parachute accident 
last week,” the young soldier replied. 

End of story. Just like everywhere else in 
the world: If no one is in charge, nothing 
gets done. 

The parachute loft was housed in an old 
hangar that was well-suited for packing and 
storing the parachutes, but ill-prepared to 
house inspection areas or drying towers for 
the canopies. Many of the parachutes were 
simply stacked on the floor near the packing 
tables. 

Repair facilities were no better than the 
storage one. The.repair shop, with the sew¬ 
ing machines and other necessary repair 
tables and equipment, was so filled with 
parachutes awaiting repair that it couldn’t 
be used. That, however, was not their major 
problem. 

Upon questioning the riggers further, I 
learned that most of the sewing machines 
lacked spare parts and suffered from poor or 
nonexistent maintenance, making them in¬ 
operable. Attempting to sew a canopy 
patch, I found most of the machines needed 
to be timed. Of the five machines, only one 
was near working order, while the others 
were completely inoperative. Some even 
lacked needles, as well as other vital parts. 
The shop also needed proper patching mate¬ 
rials and thread. 

The young soldiers, although eager to 
Continued on page 86 

Headed out for ops, Air Force commander 
Col. Bustillo locks heels of young trooper. 
Door-gunner at far right is just glad it’s not 
him. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
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U.S. Gives Brave Warriors 
Worn-out Weapons 

ARMING EL 
SALVADOR 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


F OUR companies of men pile out of new, 
tan-colored Ford, three-ton trucks and 
fall into formation in front of the headquar¬ 
ters building at Ilopango Airport, El Salva¬ 
dor. The usual grunting and straining is 
accompanied by the clatter and banging of 
field equipment and infantry weapons. 

My attention is drawn first to their cam- 
mies, a pattern I do not recognize. My eyes 
sweep upward and lock on their faces — 
regal Mayan features covered by death 
masks applied with black face paint. 

“Who are they?’ ’ I ask, turning to the Mil 
Group adviser standing next to me. “The 
Atlacatl Battalion,*’ he replies. “Badasses, 
the toughest unit in El Salvador — an im¬ 
mediate-reaction battalion. They really kick 
ass. When they move in, the Gees [guerril¬ 
las] move out or die.** 

They are dressed to kill, with Ml6Als, 
M60 GPMGs, .50-cal. M2 HBs, M79 gre¬ 
nade launchers, 90mm recoilless rifles, 
60mm and 81mm mortars and belts of 
7.62mm NATO ammo slung across their 
shoulders. They look bad all right — but 
unfortunately so do their weapons (in the 
case of their small arms, I mean “bad” 
literally: used up, worn out). 

You notice the M60s first. The aluminum 
top covers have long ago lost their black 
anodized finish. The bright metal glares 
angrily in my eyes, as it must, even at great 
distance, into the watchful eyes of the 
enemy. 

My thoughts race back to my first full day 
in-countiy. That afternoon I gave a class to 
83 men of the antiaircraft/perimeter-defense 
battery at Ilopango air field on the disassem 


bly-assembly/cleaning and maintenance of 
the M16A1 rifle. It was the first of many 
revealing experiences. All the rifles were in 
the 5,300,000 to 5,400,000 serial-number 



SOF Military Small Arms Editor Peter 
Kokalis discusses operational use of M60 
with El Salvador Airborne Battalion 
helicopter doorgunner at Ilopango Airbase. 
Photo: Jim Fisher 


range (as were all the others I examined in 
El Salvador). Vietnam-era production. 
Loose, almost used up, with very little life 
left in them, one step away from the scrap 
heap. 

Understand one thing. Modem military 
small arms do not have the life span of their 
predecessors such as the *03 Springfield or 
the Ml Garand, They don’t have to. 
Weapons generations are of much shorter 
duration these days. Technology changes 
with ever-increasing acceleration whether 
we like it or not. Lightweight alloys ease the 
soldier’s burden in the field, but fall apart 
faster — especially when they are used 
often in the full-auto mode, a feature un¬ 
known to earlier-vintage rifles. It’s an 
acceptable trade-off for major military pow¬ 
ers, but not so satisfactory for the poor de¬ 
vils they are eventually dumped on. 

The young troops of El Salvador are ea¬ 
ger, attentive, courteous and bright. 
Throughout my stay they took their training 
seriously and learned quickly. However, 
they have no spare parts for their weapons 
and little in the way of maintenance equip¬ 
ment. Cleaning rods and pipe cleaners were 
dispensed for the first time to these men 
during my training session. They have no 
bore brushes or bore cleaner. I found many 
rifles with lubricant in the gas system. Nor 
had they ever been instructed to stagger the 
three bolt-ring gaps to inhibit gas loss. 

The following day I went to visit the 
helicopter squadron. Their M60-D guns are 
as beat up as the H-series Hueys they are 
mounted on. Both guns were down on the 
first Huey I inspected — failure to extract. 
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the doorgunners told me. Small wonder. 
Although there were no broken parts, the 
guns were badly fouled. The gas plugs had 
never been removed after the birds arrived 
in-country. The pistons had severe carbon 
and copper-wash buildup. I found the usual 
chips on the bolt lugs and cleaned them up 
with a swiss file. The operating rods had 
already been filed. 

The D-gunners had never detail-stripped 
the guns before. It wouldn’t have done them 
much good anyway, as they have no clean¬ 
ing equipment on board of any kind. I reas¬ 
sembled the guns, instructing them not to 
lubricate the gas systems, and safety-wired 
the gas plugs and key washers. 

Drifting over to the aircraft-armament- 
repair shed, where I hoped to uncover ex¬ 
planations for the wretched condition of the 
M60-Ds, my feelings of desperation were 
only heightened. When I walked in they 
were in the process of cleaning an M60 
barrel in a dirty, oily solvent without remov¬ 
al of the gas piston. 

The chief armorer explained that they 
have no TMs of any kind on the M60. Ev¬ 
erything they know was picked up through 
disassembly of the guns by trial and error. 
They have no spare parts, such as the much- 
needed driving springs (all that I examined 


had flat spots), bolt assemblies or operating 
rods. When one of these parts breaks, that 
weapon is simply lost to them. They have no 
.30-cal. cleaning rods, bore brushes or M60 
combination tools. 

I examined a GAU-2A1B mini-gun in 
caliber 7.62mm NATO which had been 
cleaned along with its electric motor by 
immersion in engine oil. They are missing 
the following parts for this weapon system: 
shields for the aft ball bearings, head bolts, 
subassemblies, barrels, bolt parts, tools and 
all lubricants necessary for maintenance. 
These parts were ordered from the U.S. 
government in July 1982.. Nothing has been 
received to date! 

My thoughts were jarred back to the pre¬ 
sent by the deafening roar of cadence as the 
Atlacatls marched off to an inner com¬ 
pound. Intrigued by their warrior elan, I 
trailed after them and arrived to find one of 
the machine gunners tugging repeatedly on 
the retracting handle of his M60. The bolt 
would not stay open because he had assem¬ 
bled the sear backwards. 

I removed the trigger group and corrected 
his error, showing him what he had done 
wrong. In passing, I reflected on the design 
defect that allows the M60 to be assembled 
with the sear reversed. They just don’t make 


them like they used to, John Browning. 

Sensing they needed help, I hustled up 
one of their Ma Deuces and four M60s, 
along with their respective crews, and pro¬ 
ceeded to tear the guns apart in the court¬ 
yard. The M2 HB, in fairly good shape, was 
an old WWII AC Spark Plug, rebuilt and 
upgraded. But the crew had never seen 
headspace and timing gauges or disassem¬ 
bled the bolt group. 

The M60s were appalling. All were very 
old—one carried serial number 45,484. Its 
retracting handle had been brazed back on. 
Another had a cracked receiver that had 
been welded. Still, they were cleaner than 
the M60-Ds and the crews were fairly famil¬ 
iar with disassembly procedures, although 
they had never field-stripped the feed 
mechanism. They also have no cleaning 
rods, bore brushes, bore solvent, broken- 
case extractors, patches or combination 
tools. Several guns had oil in the gas sys¬ 
tem. 

As always, the men watched intently, 
were highly motivated and quick to learn. 
The Atlacatls and I would meet again. 

I spent the next two days with the AA 
battery, training recruits with the M16A1 
and M60. The firing range was covered with 
an eight-inch layer of talc-like silt which 
swirled about with the slightest provocation 
until I swam in dust and constant sweat: 
These live-fire exercises are not my fondest 
memory of El Salvador. 

The M60s bummed out again. The 
actuator roller sheared off the bolt on one 
gun and two others were missing bolt pins, 
causing the bolt plug to unscrew every 50 
rounds or so. The result was a great deal of 
down time. I found one soldier carrying a 
100-rd. non-disintegrating belt for the HK 
21.1 had their sergeant explain that it could 
not be used in the M60. 

My final day with them was taken up by 
maintenance and repair. With a few parts 
liberated from the aircraft-armament-repair 
shed, I managed to get all the M60s crank¬ 
ing again. 

That evening 1st Lt. David Koch of the 
Atlacatl Battalion stopped by the hotel to 
ask if I could drive out in the morning and 
help him with Las Cincuentas, as they call 
the .50-cal. Browning M2 HB. He prom¬ 
ised to show me some rare Danish Madsen- 
Saetter LMGs they had. How could I re¬ 
fuse? 

With 40 men assembled and Koch as 
interpreter, I demonstrated the use of the 
headspace and timing gauges, which they 
had never seen before. I made every man 
headspace and time a gun. They made few 
mistakes. 

I presented Koch with a set of gauges for 
every Ma Deuce in the battalion. One of 
these guns was completely out of time and 
had been carried, totally inoperable, on all 
their missions — 128 pounds of useless 
steel! You’d better believe it will wax some 
Gees now. However, two of the battalion’s 


THE CUBAN 
CONNECTION 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Rumors filtering up from El Salvador 
have made note of a previously unknown 
variant of the FN/FAL rifle with a 
mysterious hole in its side, in service 
with the communist guerrillas. What is 
it? While working with the Atlacatl 
Battalion I had the opportunity to ex¬ 
amine one closely. The hole, slightly 
larger than a 25-cent piece, had been cut 
by an end mill through the right side of 
die upper receiver’s magazine well. 

Hie hole is a subterfuge since it has 
merely removed the Cuban coat-of- 
arms: the national emblem marked 
underneath with “EJERCITO DE 
CUBA' 5 (Army of Cuba). Both standard 
and heavy-barrel models of the FAL 
were ordered from FN by the Castro 
regime in 1958. Deliveries commenced 
in 1959. 

The standard models were equipped 
with the tong U.S.-style flash hider and 
bayonet. All were selective-fire. The 
specimen I examined was a standard 
model. The barrel had been chopped 
back by about six inches and the flash 
hider reinstalled. The entire rifle had 
been repainted, light green on the metal 
surfaces and black on the wood furni¬ 
ture. 

Not too clever, Fidel: You forgot to 
remove the serial numbers, asshole. 
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ABOVE: In the classroom and the field, SOF Military Small Arms 
Editor Peter G. Kokalis tirelessly trained troops and inspected the 
small arms of Salvadoran armed forces. Photos: Jim Fisher LEFT: 
M60 gunners were also trained by Kokalis, but performance was 
still hampered by age and wear on weapons, suggested by black 
anodizing worn off now-silver feed covers. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 
BELOW: Graduation: Kokalis poses with Atlacatl class-members 
from his SOF-sponsored M2 HB and M60 instruction course. Photo: 
Robert K. Brown 
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TOP: SOF Military Small Arms Editor 
gives M2HB live-fire demo to Atlacatl 
gunners. Photo: Ralph Edens ABOVE: 
“Go, no go!” Atlacatl Bn. troops learn 
headspace gauging. Photo: Robert K. 
Brown BELOW: Like most Salvadoran 
equipment, web gear is old and worn out. 

Photo: Ralph Edens 




PERIMETER DEFENSE 
AT ILOPANGO 
AIRPORT 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

In service with the Air Force of El 
Salvador, the Yugoslav 20mm M-55 
antiaircraft gun is in essence three His- 
pano-Suiza HSS-804 20mm guns 
mounted on the HSS 630-3 towed car¬ 
riage. The entire system is manufactured 
under license from Hispano-Suiza of 
Switzerland. 

While the Salvos have several of these 
units mounted on tracked APCs, the 
majority of their M-55s are of the towed 
variety. The towed model is more useful 
in a perimeter-defense role as its barrels 
can be deflected to slightly below hori¬ 
zontal; an important consideration, as 
the Gees have no air force. These 
weapons would be best utilized if de¬ 
ployed from fixed fire bases. At present 
they are not. I found the Salvos to be 
well schooled in the M~55*s operation, 
but not in its correct employment. 

The M-55 can be fired with its wheels^ 
in the travelling position, but it is most 



effective if the wheels are raised off the 
ground and the carriage (which has no 
armor-plate shield) supported on the 
three outriggers, one in the front and two 
in the rear, 

’ Each of the three guns carries a 60- 
round drum magazine. The barrel length 
J|s 77 inches. Muzzle velocity is approx¬ 
imately 2,755 fps. The AP round will 
penetrate 18mm of armor-plate at 500 
meters!; The types of ammunition in¬ 
clude API, APL-T, HEI, HEI-T and 
practice. The barrels can be elevated 83 
degrees above horizontal and depressed 
five degrees below horizontal. Traverse 
is a continuous 360 degrees. The cyclic 
rate is about 750 rpm and the guns can be 
fired semiautomatic or full-auto. The M- 
55 is fitted with an optieal/roechanical 
sight. Operated by a crew of six, the 
maximum horizontal range is 6,200 
yards. The maximum vertical range is 
4,900 yards. 

Though certainly not the most useful 
armament in their inventory at the pre¬ 
sent level of fighting, the M-55, if em¬ 
ployed properly, would be suitable for 
repelling any ground assault mounted 
against Ilopango Airport: .? 
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THE MADSEN-SAETTER 
GPMG: 

SPREADING THE DOG 
TOO THIN 
by Peter G. KokaLLs 

The well-known Finn of Dansk Indus- 
tri Syndikat manufactured their first 
machine gun at the beginning of the 20th 
century. They ceased production of 
firearms in 1970. Their last effort was 
the ill-fated Madsen-Saetter GPMG in¬ 
troduced in the 1950s. 

This gun is gas-operated, fires from 
the open bolt and incorporates a locking 
system reminiscent of the Soviet RPD. 
Two wedges on each side of the bolt are 
forced outward into recesses in the re¬ 
ceiver. Like the RPD, it is unfortunately 
possible to assemble and fire the weapon 
with these wedges missing. 

The Madsen-Saetter was offered in a 
variety of calibers from 6.5mm to 8mm. 
Those purchased by El Salvador are 
chambered for caliber .30-06. The feed 
system is that of the MG 42 and 50- 
round non-disintegrating Gurt 33 type 
belts are used. Changes in caliber are 
accommodated by switching barrels and 
bolts, when necessary. The bore and 
chamber are chrome-plated and the bar¬ 
rel has radial cooling fins at the chamber 


end. It is of the quick-change type. The 
bipod is mounted at the rear end of the 
gas regulator in a good compromise 
position. The cyclic rate is adjustable 
from 650 to 1,000 rpm. 

Simplicity of manufacture was stres¬ 
sed. Most of the gun was fabricated by 
stamping, turning and precision-casting 
techniques. It was well-made. But the 
Madsen-Saetter is only marginally reli¬ 
able and was totally overshadowed by 
the far superior FN MAG which was 
introduced during the same time frame. 

Who was responsible for siccing this 
dog on the Salvos? Since it was made in 
limited numbers at the Bandung Arsenal 
in Indonesia, which provided El Salva¬ 
dor with a large quantity of refurbished 
G3s, that is the most likely point of ori¬ 
gin. Dumped on them as part of the 
package most likely. 

In any event, they have placed a few 
in each battalion, an improper disburse¬ 
ment, in my opinion. All the Madsen- 
Saetter GPMGs in inventory should be 
issued to a single unit in which men 
could be trained in their use and mainte¬ 
nance. Ammunition logistics would be 
simplified and repairs effected by the 
necessary robbing of parts. As it stands* 
these guns remain as curios in battalion 
armories. At the very least, they’re in 
much better condition than the M60s we 
sent them. 


Ma Deuces are missing T&E mechanisms 
and another lacks feed-mechanism parts. 

In the afternoon we commenced live-fire 
exercises. They had never been taught to 
use the sights or the T&E mechanism. After 
demonstrating the use of the bolt latch for 
single-shot zeroing, Koch and I instructed 
the gunners to fire short bursts. Starting at 
300 meters to build their confidence, the 
men fired accurately and with great exuber¬ 
ance. If only we can increase the training 
these courageous people need so desperate- 

iy- 

That evening we cleaned the cincuentas, 
but of course they have no .50-caliber bore 
bushes or rods, or ruptured-case extractors. 
When a case splits (usually due to improper 
headspace), the barrel must be sent back to 
the central armory. 

The next day I returned to the Atlacatls to 
work with the M60 crews. Six men were 
carrying belts of improperly linked ammo. 
Their ass-chewing was of the appropriate 
volume and intensity, albeit in a language I 
do not fully understand. They had been 
taught to fire this weapon only in the prone 
position off the bipod. I made them go into 
the bush and bring logs up to the firing line. 
With the bipod closed and the forearm rest¬ 
ing on a log or sandbag, flanking targets can 
be quickly engaged. I also taught them the 
marginally useful kneeling and hip assault 
positions. 

I instructed the assistant gunners to spot 
rounds and call out their corrections to the 
gunners. The men were splendid in every 
way, but the aging guns failed once more. 
Two refused to extract. The retracting hand¬ 
le broke off one while the gunner attempted 
to free the bolt. Two more experienced fre¬ 
quent stoppages and one ran away while I 
was demonstrating the kneeling position, 
knocking me on my ass. They were too 
polite to laugh, very much anyway. 

On my last working day I took the D- 
gunners up over Lake Ilopango, teaching 
them lead techniques while firing at floating 
plastic bags of styrofoam. The left-side gun 
failed completely after two rounds. 

Why have we issued El Salvador equip¬ 
ment in such deplorable condition, without 
spare parts, maintenance tools or proper 
training? Hell, I don’t know. I left San Sal¬ 
vador filled with deep shame and remorse 
over my country’s response to their plight. 
Tactics and strategy will all go for naught if 
the infantry’s weapons will not function. 

Amid the jungle trails and Mayan ruins, 
as elsewhere, war still remains a matter of 
close encounters of the fatal kind. Since the 
Atlacatl Battalion’s inception on 1 March 
1982, 86 of its brave men have met their fate 
in battle. How many died as a consequence 
of faulty equipment and lack of training? 

While forever attracted to its implements, 
god, how I loathe war. And yet... no wine 
gives fiercer intoxication, no drug more 
vivid exaltation.^ 
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EL SALVADOR 


SOF IN ACTION 


With El Salvador’s 

Airborne Battalion 

by Alex McColl 
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Peder Lund, President of Paladin Press and Vietnam 
veteran, advances to help M60 gunner. Lund spent three 
days in field. Photo: Ralph Edens 


EDITOR ’S NOTE: During SOF’s training/ 
evaluation mission , a team consisting of 
John Early , Alex McColl Ralph Edens and 
Peder Lund accompanied the Airborne 
Battalion on its first combat operation as a 
battalion. A U.S. Army Mobile Training 
Team had completed its training of the 
battalion only two weeks earlier. However, 
two of the esquadron (companies) had par¬ 
ticipated in operations the preceding 
months. Early , McColl and Edens spent 24 
hours in the field. Lund remained an addi¬ 
tional 48 hours. 


1 hadn’t heard the sounds in a long time, 
but one never forgets them. Shots, auto¬ 
matic-weapons fire, the sudden, unmistak¬ 
able, vicious sound of live contact, in this 
case about 400 meters to the right. 

Lt. Lopez-Torres, an escuadron (com¬ 
pany) commander of El Salvador’s Air¬ 
borne Battalion, immediately contacted the 
platoon engaged on his right via his PRC-77 
radio. 

The troops around SOF’s observation 
team busily began collecting their weapons, 
including an M60 machine gun and a 90mm 
recoilless rifle, and moved quickly out to¬ 
ward the Firing. The SOF team went with 
them. None of us was armed with anything 
heavier than a pocket knife, but we figured 
that we would be able to pick something up 
from either dead or wounded. Or both if 
necessary and if it got that bad. 

Our group moved out along a tree line 
between open fields into the edge of some 
scrub jungle, where the troops set up a 
blocking position covering a sunken road. 

In the jungle to the front, single shots and 
an occasional burst of automatic weapons 
fire continued. 

A Salvadoran soldier behind an M60 
fired a couple of short bursts, then caught 
himself and remembered fire discipline. He 
ceased fire, waiting for a visible target. 

After about 40 minutes of sporadic firing, 
it became apparent that the government 
troops were not in contact with a large guer¬ 
rilla force but a smaller group — which was 
now mainly interested in getting the hell out 
of there. 
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After this small — but at first sharp — 
fire fight broke out, the muted thump of a 
mortar, fired some distance from us, 
echoed, and in a few moments we heard the 
louder crump of an incoming round in the 
enemy’s general direction. Four more fol¬ 
lowed but we never did leam what, if any, 
effect they had. 

After about one hour in all, the firing died 
away entirely and officers began assessing 
the little engagement. 

A small group of guerrillas, apparently 
trying to elude a search sweep to the west, 
had stumbled into part of Lt. Lopez-Torres 
esquadron — as a matter of fact right into an 
M60 position where an SOF team member 
happened to be located. Before the fire fight 
the gunner had been trying to replace the 
sear in backwards but got it into the correct 
position upon advice from the SOFer. The 
gunner killed two guerrillas. 

A third guerrilla was killed during pursuit 
by Salvadoran soldiers. 

Loot included two Ml6s whose con¬ 
figurations and serial numbers identified 
them as those left behind by or captured 
from American forces in Vietnam. Most 
everyone knows by now that Vietnam 
serves as an arms warehouse for Marxist 
wars around the world. 

The purpose of the SOF visit to El Salva¬ 
dor was to evaluate and comment upon 
effectiveness of its Airborne Battalion. The 
SEPTEMBER/83 


Soldier of Fortune Contributing Editor 
Ralph Edens (left), a soldier from El 
Salvador’s Airborne Battalion and Paladin 
Press Publisher Peder Lund (right) examine 
M16s taken from two guerrillas killed on an 
operation SOF observed in April. 

Photo: Alex McColI 

Airborne gunner shortly after he blew away 
two Gs. SOF team member gets half-point, 
since he instructed gunner to reposition 
reversed sear in choppcd-burrel M60. 

Photo: Ralph Edens 



battalion, incidentally, is part of the Salva¬ 
doran Air Force rather than the Army, since 
the Salvadoran high command has found it 
more efficient to collocate the two units for 
faster reaction to the needs of the battalion 
on the ground, avoiding a complex chain of 
command. 

We had arrived at the battalion’s location 
the day before on a resupply Huey and were 
met by Lt. Lopez-Torres, who at 23, has 
had plenty of experience in the field after 
two years of leading an elite unit against 
communist insurgents. 

The area was relatively flat with some 
scrub jungle and burned-over, abandoned 
fields. The weather was bright, dry — hot 
and stuffy — at midday, with a smoky haze 
from the burned fields. 

Basic small arms for this company were: 
two M60s, two 90mm recoilless rifles, 
several M79 bloop tubes and M16s. 

After our return to San Salvador, the 
capital, the four of us held a debriefing and 
wrote an after-action report for Editor/Pub¬ 
lisher Robert K. Brown . 

Our findings and conclusions include: 

• Escuadron command post (CP) well- 
concealed with adequate access. 

• Officers and troops receptive to sugges¬ 
tions. After SOF advice about cleaning 
machine guns and other heavy weapons, the 
troops quickly cleaned their weapons. 
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• Light and noise discipline in CP excellent. 
Elsewhere it varied from excellent to weak. 

• The unit medic appeared to be aggressive, 
intelligent and competent. 

• Fine radio discipline; no unnecessary 
chatter, frequencies changed every four 
hours. 

• Troops reacted aggressively to hostile 
contact. Without this, everything else is a 
lost cause; with it, there is hope. 

• Good fire discipline during contact. 

• The battalion commander’s operation 
order to his commanders was thorough, 
clear, adequately detailed and professional. 
It included instructions not to shoot civi¬ 
lians, not to destroy property unless neces¬ 
sary to subdue enemy forces. There was 
special mention of one group of very old 
hacienda buildings which are an historical 
monument. 

Opportunities for Improvement: 

A. Weapons and Equipment: 

• Unit had only one night-vision device 
mounted on an M16. It was dirty and needed 
repair and adjustment. 

• M60 machine guns observed were all old. 
Some were also very dirty. There were no 
cleaning rods, bore brushes, bore cleaner, 
M60 combination tools or other proper 
cleaning materials available, only some 
rags and “3-in-l”™ oil. 

• Machine guns and other heavier weapons 
need permanently assigned gunners, who 
are thoroughly trained in their care and use. 

• One M60 machine gun was misassembled 
(sear in backwards). 

• Machine-gunners were carrying ammuni¬ 
tion belts uncovered, draped over their 
shoulders “bandit style,” not in the issued 
cardboard and canvas boxes. This not only 
dirties the ammunition, causing malfunc¬ 
tions, but its bright brass is visible to the 
enemy. 

• Except on M60 machine guns, slings are 
unnecessary, and merely encourage bad 
weapons-carrying habits, especially with 
M16s. 

• For this type of operation the 90mm re¬ 
coilless rifle is unduly heavy and bulky (as 
is its ammunition). Unless there is an armor 
threat, it is better to carry another 60mm 
mortar and its ammunition or a litter for the 
immobilization of wounded soldiers with 
possible neck or back injuries for trans¬ 
portation. 

• The unit had no Claymore mines or sand¬ 
bags. 

B. Tactics and Field Procedures: 

• The restriction on U.S. advisers going 
into the field with Salvadoran units is harm¬ 
ful. 

• Escuadron and platoon CPs were under 
obvious landmarks (large trees) and too far 
from the center of mass of their units. 

• Smoke was not used to mark the helicop¬ 
ter LZ. 

• Units use strips of colored ribbon, 
changed every three days, as a field recogni¬ 
tion device, rather than a system of chal¬ 


ABOVE: M^j. Turcios, Airborne Bn. Co, examines captured M16. Airborne officers 
showed aggressive professionalism. BELOW: Early (left) and Lund look for targets. 
SOF team observed U.S.-trained units in combat, but — of course — American military 
advisers are restricted from the field. Photos: Ralph Edens 



lenge and password, changed every day, for 
better security. 

• In the blocking position the unit had a 
“Z”-shaped alignment, which increased 
the risk of firing on their own troops. 

• Siting, construction and concealment of 
individual and weapons positions was un¬ 
even between platoons, indicating a lack of 
company-level supervision. Troops used 
pieces of volcanic rock in their positions, 
thus increasing the risk of injury from flying 
rock chips. 

• One platoon bunched up and had very 
poor discipline in daytime, indicating a lack 
of company-level supervision. 

• CP and other elements occupied the same 
positions at night as in the daytime. 

• M79 grenadiers should be issued pistols, 
not MI6s. 


• There were no last-light or first-light 
stand-tos or clearing patrols around the unit 
position. 

• There was considerable noise and milling 
around during personnel change on night 
guard and ambush positions, except at the 
unit CP. A better procedure is two-man 
night-security posts, with 50-percent alert 
and change without movement and little 
noise. 

• Unsatisfactory area policing and field 
sanitation. Empty cans, paper and plastic 
bags, and other litter were everywhere. The 
troops defecated close to their positions and 
did not cover up. This is a hazard to troop 
health and provides information to the 
enemy. 

• During the contact, due to a dead radio 
battery, there was no communication 
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SOF staffer Ralph Edens checks direction of enemy 
movement while John Early prepares for next picture. 


among the platoons. If the enemy force had 
been larger, this could have led to serious 
trouble. 

• The dead guerrillas were searched but 
neither photographed nor fingerprinted for 
identification. No effort was made to set up 
an ambush over their bodies to take in who¬ 
ever came by to collect them. 

• Apparently no use is made of stay-behind 
reconnaissance teams in the area after 
sweep operations. 

• Unit bunched up by platoons in the open 
while getting organized for a foot march to a 
new assembly area, making an excellent 
target for mortar attack. 

• On the march, there was no flank security 
nor use of terrain for maximum cover and 
concealment. 

• Link-up procedures between units need 
improvement. At one point on the march 
shots were exchanged with a friendly unit. 

• Need for standardized training procedures 
and standards — as the above actions illus¬ 
trate — and the sort of detailed supervision 
for which NCOs (either Salvadoran or U.S. 
advisers) exist. 

• Practice of not taking prisoners and lack of 
civic-action/Chieu Hoi/win-hearts-and- 
minds programs, i.e., disregard for the in¬ 
telligence and political-warfare aspects, 
seriously detract from the effort. 

• Optimum employment of the Airborne 
Battalion in this environment would be as a 
single- or multiple-company strike force 
that reacted aggressively to intelligence 
generated by reconnaissance teams or 
others, attacking located enemy units and 
base camps, rather than as another infantry 
battalion. 

• Tactical intelligence collection by Salva¬ 
doran units is limited, and distribution 
worse. 

• Fear of ambush overstated; for major con¬ 
voys, the anti-ambush procedures used by 
U.S. forces in Vietnam are effective. 

• There is no central logistics distribution 
system. Each sub-unit is responsible for its 
own logistics; each lieutenant buys the food 
for his unit for each operation. This means 
that each operation is inevitably comprom¬ 
ised the day before when its leader buys 
rations in the civilian community. 

• Other needs; more maps in units, a tracker 
element and smaller, cheaper, tactical-unit 
radios, for communication between platoon 
and squad leaders. 

• The unit SOF accompanied sought to hold 
too much ground: Three officers and 133 
EM were spread across 1.5 kilometers. 

• As a blocking force, the unit could have 
been easily penetrated through gaps be¬ 
tween squads 'imii'ptatoons. The guerrillas 
who were killed had passed through the 
perimeter and were shot behind the blocking 
force. 

• Poor distribution of ammunition, espe¬ 
cially for the 60mm mortar and 90mm re¬ 
coilless rifle, whose ammo was scattered 
throughout the troops rather than concen¬ 


trated with the weapon. 

• No shift from day to night positions; 
secondary positions not used. 

• Unit needs more and better medics. The 
single corpsman for a company-sized unit 
would be overwhelmed in any heavy con¬ 
tact. 

• Operations schematics are printed directly 
on maps. This is wasteful of maps and, if the 
map is captured, can give the enemy valu¬ 
able intelligence information. 

Conclusions and Recommendations: 

The battalion commander and his officers 
are competent professionals and the soldiers 
are willing and eager to learn and improve. 
They are aggressive and disciplined. They 
deserve and can make effective use of all 
available help to work on improvement to 
correct the above-listed weaknesses. The 
battalion could become an effective air- 
inserted strike force. 


Time and resources for the type of mas¬ 
sive population-and-resources-controJ/ 
hamlet-defense effort, as used in Vietnam , 
do not exist in El Salvador. When too weak 
to defend, attack. In El Salvador, the ob¬ 
vious elements of the plan are: 

• Target acquisition, using all-source in¬ 
telligence (especially informants and in¬ 
formation from the people), radio intercep¬ 
tion and direction-finding, infrared (if avail¬ 
able) —* and reconnaissance teams for a 
final check on the location, size and descrip¬ 
tion of the target; 

• Target elimination by tactical air strike 
followed by helicopter or parachute- 
inserted ground strike forces against enemy 
units and base camps. This is the correct 
method for employing an airborne batta¬ 
lion.?? 
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FUSE 

SURPRISE 

SOF’s Dring Discovers Russian 
Grenade Secret 

by Larry Dring 


A grenade, as Mr. Webster will con¬ 
firm, is a small missile containing an 
explosive or chemical agent that’s thrown 
by hand or projected by rifle. To a soldier, 
it’s a useful tool of the trade in turf disputes. 

I decided to write an article on grenades 
after a discussion I had in 1981 in Beirut. A 
friend of mine, a member of the Lebanese 
Forces, who I’ll call Joe, and I were talking 
about the ingenuity of grenade designs from 
several different countries. Joe pulled out a 
Soviet FI grenade from his web gear. The 
lower portion of the grenade looked rather 
similar to our Mark II of WWI through 
Vietnam fame, but the fuse was somewhat 
different. I had never seen the real thing, but 
was prepared to continue the discussion 
based on my knowledge of the U.S. Army 
TM 31 -200-1, Unconventional Warfare De¬ 
vices and Techniques Reference , one of the 
handy-dandy guides I take with me to wars. 

Flipping to page 160, I read that the FI 
fuse takes from three to five seconds to do 
the deed. So I was rather taken aback when 
Joe informed me the fuse time was really 
zero to 13 seconds, depending on the indi¬ 
vidual grenade. Having a zero-second gre¬ 
nade when you believed you had a three- to 
five-second one could spoil your whole day. 
He gave me a five-second grenade (a con¬ 
firmed one) to carry around. I try to obey the 
law and not carry a gun, but a grenade 
seemed different — besides, it would really 
discourage someone from following or 
harassing you (sort of psy. ops. with a 
bang). 

A few days later Joe and I went up to the 
mountains around Beirut and he showed me 
another surprise feature of the Soviet FI 
grenade. Loosening up to throw some, I felt 
rather confident, having been on both ends 
of grenades in Vietnam. I selected a target, 
thought of the IRS and ATF folks at home, 
pulled the pin — so far so good — and 
raised my arm to let the spoon fly behind 
me. 

As I let go of the spoon, I heard a noise so 
loud I almost dropped the grenade. This 
noise was not in the book, either. Declining 
any more grenades, I asked around and 
learned that this was normal for the Soviet 
FI . The fact is if I had a dollar for each time 
I heard, “That noise saved my life’’ from a 
prospective target, I could fill a foot locker. 

The Lebanese Forces train their fighters 
to identify the sound of the FI being armed. 
The sound is so loud that it can be heard 
easily by anyone within throwing range, 
and, once heard, it is a sound not easily 
forgotten. 

I wanted to take home a few samples of 
the FI, so I asked my good friend where I 
might get a few. No problem. Off we went 
to the green line, where the Christians faced 
the PLO and the Syrians at no more than 100 
meters with cocked weapons at the ready. I 
knew that the Christians did not have an 
overabundance of ammunition to give away 
to every visitor. In fact, I found out that a 
great many of these non-salaried young men 
and women had purchased their own arms 
and equipment, so I offered to pay for my 
grenades. I asked how much each cost and 
74 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


was told $6. Not bad, I thought, and nodded 
to indicate my acceptance. 

To my surprise, Joe began yelling some¬ 
thing in Arabic across the no-man’s line, 
and soon a Syrian soldier came over the 
green line, carrying my three grenades. I 
paid him $18 and was told that I could buy 
an RPG-7 rocket round for $25, which I 
declined. U.S. customs has no sense of 
humor about things like that and I had no 
idea at the time how to make one inert. 

Upon closer examination, I found that I 
had a zero-, a four- and an eight-second 
grenade, none of which were mentioned in 
the TM. I thought about taking the three live 
grenades through customs, showing the 
officials the TM and explaining that since 
such grenades didn’t exist, they couldn’t be 
illegal — but why press your luck, even if 
your nickname is “Lucky Larry”? 

Joe and I had no problem popping the 
four- and eight-second grenade fuses, but 
firing the zero-second one takes some talent 
if you want to retrieve all the parts and keep 
all of your fingers. I was lucky. Once the 
fuse was inert, I sat on the veranda, feet 
propped up on the wall, with screw driver in 
hand, and began scraping the TNT filler. 
Just then, two Israeli jets broke the sound 
barrier overhead. After recovering from the 
shock, I finished the job and had holes bored 
in the side to complete the inerting process. 

When I returned to the United States with 
my newly found knowledge about FIs, no 
one seemed interested, except the people at 
SOF, who sent me to Phoenix to visit with 
Peter Kokalis, their military small-arms edi¬ 
tor (see “The Gift,” on p. 75). 

Back in Beirut and determined to find out 
as much about the Soviet FI grenades as 
possible, I managed to maneuver myself 
into the middle of an ammo dump. Happily, 
I rummaged through dozens of boxes, crates 
and tins. The soldier in charge of the dump 
watched me nervously; I don’t think he was 
comfortable being in an ammo-filled room 
with someone who fondled grenades so 
lovingly. The neglected pile of Israeli gre¬ 
nades, which resemble the old U.S. WWII 
pineapples, attested to the high dud rate of 
that type of grenade. If you ever have the 
chance to throw one of these — don’t. 

At last I came upon crates of Soviet FIs, 
all banded and unopened. Gloating, I 
opened crates that Ivan had so carefully 


sealed. The first thing I noticed was the 
neatly sealed packing lists, one in Russian 
and the other, more or less, in English. 
There were even directions for using the 
Soviet type P38 can opener. I couldn’t be¬ 
lieve it took written instructions to use a can 
opener. If a Russian couldn’t figure out how 
to use it, he probably couldn’t read. 

After opening several crates, I found two 
distinct types of FIs: the older one, which is 
in TM and Jane's Infantry Weapons *83, 
and a newer version, which is in neither. 
The older one is mustard-colored, while the 
newer one is olive drab. The newer one has 
more sharply defined features, but the prin¬ 
cipal difference is in the shape of the fuse 
itself. The new ones are similar in appear¬ 
ance to the standard U.S. grenade fuse. 

Soviet FI grenades come in boxes of 25 
with neat dividers for each grenade. They 
are all unfused with a plastic shipping plug 
in them and wrapped in oil paper. The time 
delay is from zero to 13, depending on the 
individual fuse. The fuse time is stamped or 
painted on each fuse, just below the thread¬ 
ing that screws it into the grenade. In the 
newer boxes, fuses come in two circular tins 
marked “4” and “6” respectively. There 
is, however, one 0 fuse in each tin. As 
Gomer Pyle would say, “Surprise. Sur¬ 
prise. Surprise.” 

Normally, the Christian Forces mark 
their spoons with the time delay, using a 
magic marker. However, there is only one 
way to know definitely what the fuse time of 
a Soviet FI grenade is: Unscrew the fuse 
and check the grenade. Why help the other 
side with their body count? 

By experimenting, I discovered that a 
Soviet FI fuse can be used in a French 
grenade. Due to the thickness of the cap, 
however, the French fuse would not fit into 
the Russian grenade. And, yes, the fuse 
from the U.S. MKII pineapple and the M26 
works in the FI and vice versa. It makes you 
wonder what else fits. 

Peter Kokalis, who recently returned 
from an assignment in El Salvador, asked 
for an inert FI to bring back with him. His 
Salvadoran companion, a lieutenant, took 
the FI from his harness and gave it to an 
NCO to make inert. You can imagine the 
lieutenant’s surprise when he found the gre¬ 
nade he had been carrying around had a 
zero-second fuse, not a three- to five-second 
SEPTEMBER/83 



Varying fuses found on FI grenade range 
from zero to 13 seconds. 


one. Every grenade was then examined to 
avoid unpleasant surprises. Kokalis had 
saved men's lives and reinforced what I had 
been saying all along. I no longer felt like 
John the Baptist crying in the wilderness. If 
only somebody else in the United States 
would listen. 

To complete my Lebanese grenade les¬ 
sons, I also learned a new way to throw 
grenades. Since most of the fighting in 
Lebanon is in the cities, the Lebanese have 
developed a technique for grenade throwing 
in populated areas. On an open volleyball 
court one can throw a grenade any way one 
wants, but at night in a strange alley or 
building, awareness of obstructions to the 
throwing arm becomes critical. Weapons 
are usually carried on slings around the 
neck. In house-to-house, hand-to-hand 
combat, the enemy cannot take it away, and 
a soldier can drop his weapon and stretch 
well forward to throw a grenade. 

To throw a grenade in the new manner 
taught to me: First, grasp the grenade with 
your right hand; insert your left thumb 
through the grenade ring and pull out. As 
you straighten your arms, move upward and 
out, sweeping the area in front of you to 
locate any obstructions. If there are none, 
put your arm to the rear and throw the gre¬ 
nade. It is an easy, simple maneuver to learn 
and it sure beats dropping a hot grenade at 
your feet. 

Another trick of the trade in clearing 
rooms that may or may not be occupied is to 
throw a grenade with the pin in it into the 
room and wait for the occupants to disperse. 

Why waste a grenade? It pays to have one 
around when you need it. 

Of course, if you know the room is occu¬ 
pied, pull the pin and totally redecorate the 
interior. 

The Soviet FI grenade offers surprises to 
the uninformed or unwary. In every opera¬ 
tion in which “You bet your life,” be sure. 

Check the grenade to make sure how much 
time you have to play with. The life you 
save may be your own.^ 
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THE GIFT 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

You can always count on Larry Dring 
to provide some new and fascinating tid¬ 
bit about warfare’s devilish devices. 
Larry stopped by several weeks prior to 
my departure for El Salvador (see 
“Arming El Salvador,” p. 64). He was 
on the way home from his most recent 
ventures onto the armament slag piles of 
Beirut. He had several hundred military 
cartridges in his rucksack and needed a 
little help in identifying them. I was hap¬ 
py to assist for the appropriate com¬ 
pensation — one specimen each of ev¬ 
erything I didn’t have already. 



Soviet WWII-era FI grenade with 
zero-second fuse used in El Salvador. 
Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

Finishing this task, Dring pulled a 
Soviet FI grenade body from his pack 
and threw it, along with several inert 
fuses, into my lap. “Know anything ab¬ 
out these?” he asked. 

“No more than I have to, I guess. 
Cast-iron body, WWII vintage, uneven 
breakup, 40-meter casualty radius, ab¬ 
out 1 Vi ounces of TNT filler and a four- 
second delay.” 

“Well,” he said, “I’ve discovered 
something interesting about the fuses. 
They’re available in different time de¬ 
lays, from 13 seconds down to zero de¬ 


lay. The delay time is marked on the 
fuse’s detonator body inside the grenade 
and you have to pull out the fuse to check 
the number. If it’s marked *0’ it will 
detonate when you release the spoon. 
Probably designed for rigging booby 
traps.” 

“Nasty,” I said, and we drifted on to 
other topics. 

While in the field with the Atlacatl 
Battalion, I noticed several officers were 
carrying FI grenades captured from the 
Gees (guerrillas). Back at the BOQ, I 
told 1st Lt. David Koch, an Atlacatl 
company commander who had become a 
close friend, that I had always wanted 
one for my collection. 

“I’ll give you the one I carry on our 
operations,” he said. 

“Fine, David, but first have someone 
inert it. I can’t take a live grenade back to 
the States.” 

The next evening Koch came by the 
hotel to pick me up for dinner with his 
family. 

“I’ve got your grenade, Peter.” 

“Did you have someone detonate the 
fuse?” 

“Yes, one of the sargentos. ” 

“By the way, do you know about the 
different time delays on these FI 
fuses?” 

“No, what do you mean?” 

“Here, let me show you.” As I pas¬ 
sed on the information Dring had given 
me, I unscrewed the fuse from the body. 
You already know how it was marked. 
We both stared at the zero stamped on 
the fuse and then long and hard at each 
other. No words passed between us. Of 
such things are the warrior’s bonds to his 
comrades forged. 

“Give, and it will be given to you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into 
your lap. For the measure you give will 
be the measure you get back.” Luke 
6:38. 

(Editor's Note: After this incident, a 
memo was sent to all Salvadoran offic¬ 
ers , telling them to check the time delay 
on all FI grenades before using them.) 
















Staffers Test Selous 
Scout Techniques 

CONVENTION 
SKY SCHOOL 
PREVIEW 

by John Metzger 




ABOVE: Jumpmaster Jim Isom looks on as 
Guthrie exits Cessna 206 over New Mexico. 
Photo: Jim Fisher. LEFT: Guthrie looked 
good under T-10 canopy. The problem is 
that short stop at the bottom. Photo: John 
Metzger. RIGHT: Guthrie sings “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot” before his first jump 
as Metzger coolly covers his reserve. Photo: 
Jim Fisher. LOWER LEFT: “No, Bill. 
That’s not how to pack your parachute,” 
says jump-school owner John Early. Photo: 
John Metzger. BELOW: After PLF, 
Metzger runs to collapse canopy on 
Albuquerque Parachute Center drop zone. 
Photo: Jim Fisher 
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W HEN the Selous Scouts located a 
large terrorist concentration during 
the Rhodesian Civil War, they would call in 
their version of a rapid deployment force. 
After a fire-force briefing, the standard 
RDF procedure was to pack 25 paratroopers 
into a DC-3 and fly them to the target area, 
usually accompanied by one or more heli¬ 
copters. Once over target, the airborne 
troops would leap right on top of the terrs to 
initiate contact. What followed was a milit¬ 
ary version of a free-for-all. 

Sound like fun? Soldier of Fortune 
thought so, and decided to simulate the 
Rhodesian jump and air-assault rapid- 
deployment technique for parachutists at 
our 1983 convention. And we found just the 
guy to run the show: John Early, former 
chief HALO instructor at the Rhodesian 
Army parachute school. 

Early — founder and owner of the Albu¬ 
querque Parachute Center — will jump- 
train SOF conventioneers at SOF’s Fourth 
Annual Convention in Las Vegas, Nev., on 
the 6th and 7th of October 1983. With 4,073 
jumps as of this writing (only 28 people in 
the United States have over 4,000), Early is 
more than qualified to get first-timers as 
well as experienced jumpers safely out the 
door. 

Aside from his Rhodesian parachuting 
experience in the mid-’70s (which culmin¬ 
ated in his recruitment as chief airborne 
adviser to Gen. Peter Walls’ Rhodesian 
Army airborne program and as commander 
of the Selous Scouts’ Airborne Strike 
Force), Early has won jumpmaster wings 
from the United States, Britain, Vietnam, 
Denmark, Germany, Greece, Panama, 
Peru, Argentina, South Africa, Belgium, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, Boli¬ 
via, France — and be occasionally wears a 
set of Laotian wings he stripped from a kill 
during the Vietnam War. 

Before his African experience, Early 
spent almost five of his 12 years as a Green 
Beret in ’Nam “out-country,” running re¬ 
con teams into Laos and Cambodia. He 
worked on the U.S. Army airborne project 
out of Da Nang and finished up his extended 
tour with the Mobile Guerrilla Force in I 
Corps. In 1971, he was executive officer for 
the U.S. Army'Golden Knights Parachute 
Team. Between 1973 and 1975, Early was 
an adviser attached to the 3rd Battalion of 
the 7th Special Forces Group, which set up 
basic parachute schools and HALO instruc¬ 
tion throughout Latin America. 

SOF Associate Editor Bill Guthrie and I 
didn’t want to wait until October to jump 
with Early, and we thought our readers 
would like to know something about the 
airborne ops before they made the pilgrim¬ 
age to Vegas. So Publisher Brown put us on 
a plane to Albuquerque to visit Early’s 
school. Within the first five minutes of 
arriving at the parachute center, I noncha¬ 
lantly \wentkmed my recently acquired 
Guatemalan wings. Early reminisced for a 
moment, and said, “Oh, yeah, I set up that 
school in ’73. Right there on the coast at San 
Jose, isn’t it?” So much for my war stories. 

Early conducts ground training in a big 
room attached to one of Albuquerque’s lar¬ 


ger gun stores. The straightforward instruc¬ 
tion is based on procedures Early developed 
when he set up the Rhodesian Army basic 
parachute school in 1976. First step is 
equipment familiarization — how to put it 
on, what it does and how to use it. In this 
instance, we used the Strong Tandem har¬ 
ness and container with the MC1-1 35-foot 
parachute and 24-foot tri-vent reserve. At 
the convention, however, Early will employ 
the T-10 system with front-mounted reserve 
to simulate military style as closely as possi¬ 
ble. 

Next step is getting in the plane, and what 
to do before jump commands are given. 
Early will use a DC-3 with Rhodesian 
camouflage in Vegas, but for regular classes 
in Albuquerque, the plane is a Cessna turbo 
206. With the Cessna, Early teaches a mod- 
ified-helicopterexit where jumpers use their 
left arm locked by their side as a pivot point 
to turn into the direction of flight upon exit¬ 
ing the plane. 


And this is where most 
parachuting accidents 
happen: during stages of 
transition. 


One of Early’s three instructors, Jim 
Isom, drilled Guthrie and me on exit proce¬ 
dures, and the exit, arch and count sequ¬ 
ence. Once out the door, the jumper’s count 
is: arch-thousand, look-thousand, reach- 
thousand, pull-thousand, check-thousand. 
The arch is for flight stability, and Isom 
made sure we had a real spread-eagle down 
pat before he was satisfied — not comfort¬ 
able from the “suspended agony” position. 
The jumper must look at his simulated right- 
hand rip-cord position on the second count 
while maintaining the arch. In reality, our 
’chutes were static line, but after five, stable 
static-line jumps, a parachutist can try free- 
fall. And this is where most parachuting 
accidents happen: during stages of transi¬ 
tion. 

Early’s five-count sequence does two 
things: It gives the jumper a five-second 
reference point before canopy check, and 
triggers his memory so that the rip-cord 
procedure won’t take him by surprise on the 
first free-fall jump. The reach and pull 
counts simulate pulling the cord. The jum¬ 
per assumes the arch again before the fifth 
and final count where he checks the canopy. 
If there is a malfunction (streamer, barber 
pole, Mae West, horseshoe, etc.), the re¬ 
serve cut-away system is the self-actuating 
“Three-Ring Circus,” which replaces the 
hard-to-manipulate Capewell system. 

When Early and his instructors feel the 
student has been drilled sufficiently in exit 
and malfunction procedures, parachute 
manipulation is the next step. We were 
briefed on how to make the parachute run 
(move with the wind), hold (turn against the 
wind) or crab (run across the windline as if 
tacking in a sailboat). The training con¬ 
cludes with the PLF (Parachute Landing 
Fall). 


JOHN EARLY: 
CONVENTION 
JUMPMASTER 

Capt. John D. Early entered the Un¬ 
ited States Army in December 1962 as a 
private headed for Artillery OCS. Short¬ 
ly after arriving at Ft. Sill, Okla., he was 
attracted to the subtle sales pitch of a 
passing Special Forces sergeant and 
soon found himself sweating on the 
fields of Ft. Benning, enduring the 
rigors of jump school. 

In 1964, he was assigned to the 5th 
Special Forces Group, Republic of Viet¬ 
nam, where he remained for the next 
three and one half years, serving in Br52 
(Project Delta) running recon teams and 
in I Corps MIKE Force, two A-teams 
and finally as a platoon leader for die 
Mobile Guerrilla Force. In 1968 he was 
wounded while with the MGF at the 
Special Forces camp at Lang Vei and 
returned to the United States for treat¬ 
ment. 

Early then attended Southern Illinois 
University, earning a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism and upon graduation re¬ 
turned to duty with the 5th SF Group in 
Vietnam. At the end of his tour, he was 
assigned to the 10th SF Group at Ft. 
Devens, Mass,, serving on the HALO 
team until his transfer to the 7th Special 
Forces Group in Panama. He served on 
the 7th Group HALO team, traveling to 
various countries in Central and South 
America, establishing parachute schools 
and courses as part of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment military assistance program. 

In 1975 he left the U.S. Army for 
employment overseas with the FNLA in 
Angola as a training officer. Upon dis¬ 
covering that the FNLA was not going to 
honor his contract, he moved on to South 
Africa and — eventually — Rhodesia, 
where he became the Chief Training 
Officer for HALO Operations for the 
Parachute Training School, Rhodesian 
Air Force. Early became one of the prin¬ 
cipal advisers to the Rhodesian Army 
during the transition of army units to 
airborne status. After a year with the air 
force, he was invited by Col. Ron Reid- 
Daly, officer commanding of Selous 
Scouts, to command the Selous Scouts 
Airborne Strike Force. This unit was 
responsible for many of the strikes 
against communist terrorists in neigh¬ 
boring Zambia and Mozambique. 

After three and one half years in the 
Rhodesian Air Force and Army, Early 
returned to the United States, beginning 
a career as a freelance writer and occa¬ 
sional soldier for hire. 

Early presently owns and operates the 
Albuquerque Parachute Center in Albu¬ 
querque, N.M., where he trains sport 
parachutists and other would-be adven¬ 
turers. 
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Brigade’s Wcdly Pully, Sweater 



WP-1 Only $ 49 95 


The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 
100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm. 

A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. 


NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 *59 95 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe T Bool • Black grain-out leather • Rolled 
cushion top • Ankle binder pads • Full gusset • Fully 
lined with glove leather • Goodyear welt construction 
■ VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole • Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding • Re¬ 
movable felt slip soles • Pull stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide. 

#C-990, S.F. Boots. $99.50 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-spec cotlon web tapes with ynur information 
embroidered on one line. Choice of Black on OD, White 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uniforms & 
personal equipment, 5 tapes of same name (up to 14 
letters) and color. 

«N 15, $5.50 


Military Identification 
‘DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identification Necklace. 2 
Stainless steel rolled edge plates embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 lines/tag. Great 
for medical info or identifying keys & luggage. 

#TAG145, I.D. Tag Set/$5,95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 


Please Print Clearly 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 
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CODE 
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ITEM 

SIZE/ 

COLOR 

PRICE 

















Postage & Handling 

Total Enclosed 

$1.50 



□Send FREE 1982 Catalogue 

Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 

Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 

M, L, XL. 

#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regulation 
‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend forcomfort. 
Great match with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 

#BT21, $6,95 




MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool with Leather Sweat Band. 
Fully lined with stiffener for 
flash. The absolute finest made 
anywhere. Purchased in Canada. 
Choose from Special Forces Green 
(G), Ranger Black (BL|, Airborne 
Red (MR), Khaki OD (KH). State 
hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$14.50 


JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin, Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 

#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Mastercard. Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
renuest Postage Rates. Sorry, no COD 
orders accepted. 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 


It was now time to soar with the eagles. 
We piled into Early’s recovery truck and 
headed for Mid-Valley Airport outside 
Albuquerque. Guthrie and I ’chuted up, and 
got into the 206 with Early as pilot and Isom 
as jumpmaster. A 10-minute flight had us 
over the school’s DZ near Bejen, N.M. 

At 3,000 feet over wide-open, high de¬ 
sert, I sat in the door until Isom comman¬ 
ded, “Go!” I was used to military-style 
jumping, with both hands over the reserve, 
so my arch wasn’t quite perfect, and my 
direction of flight was completely off. I 
expected to find myself dragging behind the 
Cessna’s tail, but looked up after my five- 
count and saw a familiar sight — one of the 
most beautiful in the world — an open 
canopy. 

Oh, yes. I forgot to mention that this was 
Guthrie’s first jump. He told me later that 
when he saw me go out, his first reaction 
was to frantically grab for the belay rope. 
But then he realized he was parachuting, not 
mountain climbing, and quickly regained 
his composure and sat in the door. Guthrie 
had a near-perfect exit, and as I was doing 
my PLF on the soft, sandy desert, another 
instructor, Jim Fisher, was giving Guthrie 
instructions over the radio (Early uses 
radios hooked to the jumper’s harnesses for 
instruction — an excellent training aid espe¬ 
cially for first-timers). 

Guthrie looked like a million bucks on the 
way down — much like everyone looks 
good going up a ski lift. But he apparently 
had not practiced his landings well enough, 
because he took the full force qf impact 
standing up, rather than dissipating the 
shock with a PLF. He had the wind knocked 
out of him and couldn’t talk for about five 
minutes, but suffered no broken bones or 
serious injuries. However, he did spend the 
next week either standing or lying down — 
anything but sitting. 

Isom followed us with a beautiful jump, 
using his custom-made square parachute, 
and a brisk desert wind picked up as he 
made a stand-up landing. We waited a bit 
for it to calm down, but it didn’t, so we 
called it a day. 

We left Albuquerque that night, impress¬ 
ed with Early and his school. Both Guthrie 
and I are looking forward to jumping again 
with Early and other SOFers in Las Vegas. 
Convention jumpers will be taught Rhode- 
sian-style, and jump out the door of a Dako¬ 
ta — infinitely preferable to the little Cess¬ 
na. Parachutists will be trained, then receive 
a simulated Rhodesian fire-force briefing 
before deployment. 

Although we may not jump into a hot DZ 
complete with communist terrorists, it’s 
going to be a hell of a lot of fun. Jumpers of 
all abilities will find Early’s instruction 
first-rate and professional. For more in¬ 
formation on his school, cwAmVE-arty at the 
Albuquerque Parachute Center, 4501 Silver 
S.E., Albuquerque, NM 87108, phone: 
(505) 865-9117. Find out more about the 
convention on page 18. Get those conven¬ 
tion registrations in before 25 September 
and we’ll see you in Las Vegas. 

Airborne! ^ 
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MOCORON 

Continued from page 55 

Although Mocoron is a refugee center, its 
inhabitants are only temporary. From there, 
once fed and given medical attention for two 
to four weeks, they are resettled at their 
former occupations (they are mostly small 
farmers and fishermen). They are welcomed 
by the Honduran government and, indeed, 
by the Hondurans themselves for much of 
Honduras, particularly this area along the 
southeastern ‘ ‘Mosquito’ ’ coast and interior, 
is underpopulated. It features uncharted bush 
jungle, torrid heat and steamy humidity. 

But it is familiar territory to the former 
Nicaraguans. “It’s the same climate and ter¬ 
rain and the same language is spoken,” said 
Dwight Harriman, son of missionary parents 
who was raised in Latin America and now 
serves as camp director for World Relief in 
Mocoron. “For a relocation situation, it 
couldn’t be more ideal. We try to place them 
near a small Honduran community where 
they meet a friendly reception because 
there’s plenty of area to absorb them and 
because the Hondurans are basically a 
friendly, warm-hearted people.” 

People like Harriman and Bob Hawk, 
Honduras director for WR, have plenty to 
keep them occupied. Some 13,500 Miskitos 
and Indians from the smaller Sumo and Rana 
tribes have passed through Mocoron since 
last December when the Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment started persecuting them. 

About 400 had arrived at Mocoron the day 
before and during our visit; another 600 were 
located at the Honduran border town of Suhi. 
Others were believed on the trail from their 
strafed villages of Santa Clara and Wiscon¬ 
sin — many such names as Wisconsin and 
Duluth are to be found in this region of 
Nicaragua because missionaries from the 
Moravian Church have worked with the In¬ 
dians for many years, A Miskito spokesman 
in Tegucigalpa, capital of Honduras, said 
another 700 had broken out of a Nicaraguan 
resettlement camp called Francia Serpe, 30 
miles inside Nicaragua, last March. 

Hawk estimates that WR has processed 
and relocated some 30 to 40 thousand Mis¬ 
kitos and other refugees from El Salvador 
and Guatemala, both suffering from Marx¬ 
ist-oriented revolutions similar to that which 
overthrew Nicaragua's loathed military dic¬ 
tator, Anastasio Somoza, although not en¬ 
joying the popular support the Sandinistas 
did. 

The Miskitos told a tale of a confused 12 
hours of explosions and gunfire in their vil¬ 
lages prior to escaping via jungle trails — 
and said they were further fired upon by 
unseen forces along the way. 

Maricio Molina, about 60, with leathery, 
deep-fuiTOwed face and gray hair, a Mora¬ 
vian minister to his people at Santa Clara, 
said eight to 10 people were killed by what 
he described as a couple of attacks by one or 
two Nicaraguan Air Force planes. Although 
Molina is stooped and walks with the assist¬ 


Two little Nicaraguan refugees smile for SOF. 
Old stone house in background was provided 
by Honduran government as temporary resi¬ 
dence until refugee families can be relocated on 
small farms or find employment in Honduras. 
They have little hope of returning home — 
unless the Sandinistas are overthrown. 

ance of a cane, he appeared to have endured 
the journey well. He stood as erect as his age 
permitted and did not perspire, despite a 
noontime temperature in excess of 100 de¬ 
grees with humidity around 90. The Mis¬ 
kitos are hardy people of the land and most 
who are not sick with usual tropical diseases 
or wounded are given a brief physical check¬ 
up before being allocated temporary, thatch- 
ed-roof, wooden homes that stand on stilts to 
discourage the poisonous snakes and scor¬ 
pions abounding in this area. 

Most of the arriving refugees appeared 
exhausted and in shock, but they recovered 
after resting, being fed and drinking purified 
water. A young woman nursing a baby said 
her 5-year-old son had been killed and she 
knew of others who had been injured. 
Another, older, woman said her sister was 
shot in Santa Clara and died later on the 
march. 

A feeble, elderly man, sitting on a bunk in 
the infirmary, said Indian guerrillas who call 
themselves Misurasata (Council of Indians) 
tried to escort his party during their flight. 


Most refugees fell silent when questioned 
about the paramilitary escort, but a Miskito 
spokesman back in Tegucigalpa confirmed 
the report. 

A World Relief spokesman noted that 
most of the refugees were women, children 
or elderly men — the Indians wouldn’t dis¬ 
cuss the whereabouts of their young men. 
Virtually all claimed they knew of no guerril¬ 
la-government fighting that might have in¬ 
spired the attack upon them. 

The WR man said, “They don’t talk much 
about their young men and we don’t ask 
them.” He added that accounts collected 
from the hundreds of refugees indicated that 
“they had been bombed, strafed and shot at, 
but it was sporadic rather than intensive.” 

This blood-letting is a new tactic for the 
Nicaraguans. Although Indians have been 
fleeing from Nicaragua to Honduras since 
last December, before it was simply because 
of land expropriation and collectivization of 
small businesses and shops — and because 
the Nicaraguans sent in Cuban “teachers” 
who taught a lot more about Marxism than 
they did the Three Rs. The Miskitos hate 
Cubans fiercely because many years ago the 
latter frequently raided and kidnapped them 
as slaves to work in sugar-cane fields on the 
island. Such tales have been passed down 
from generation to generation. 

Continued on page 80 
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Most unusual of the refugees was Nicho¬ 
las Watson, 45, an English-speaking native 
of Belize who had lived in Wisconsin for 14 
years as a farmer. He was jailed and interro¬ 
gated by the Nicaraguans as a suspected Afis- 
urasata. He had become separated from his 
wife and four children and anxiously awaited 
reunion with them. Indian grapevine had 
said they were accompanying another re¬ 
fugee column. 

Watson remarked to SOF, “You know, I 
worked for Boise-Cascade Company in 
North Hollywood, Calif., for several 
years.” He asked plaintively, “Why the hell 
did I come here?” 

Watson said he had lost his passport and 
other papers during his flight, but had been in 
contact with a sister in Belize and hoped to 
get new ones in a couple of months. He has 
been in Mocoron about two months. Unlike 
most Miskitos, he wishes neither to return to 
Nicaragua nor to resettle in Honduras, but 
instead hopes to return home with his family 
to Belize and begin life all over. 

A Time Magazine reporter joked to this 
writer, “Leave it to you to find the only 
English-speaking Miskito in this part of the 
world.” 

The Miskitos speak mostly their own lan¬ 
guage and Joe Grey, a Moravian missionary 
originally from Winston-Salem, N.C., who 
has lived and worked among the Miskitos for 


26 years, served as interpreter for visiting 
newsmen. 

Watson said about 400 others had fled the 
Wisconsin area, a figure confirmed by the 
few remaining Wisconsin victims in Mocor¬ 
on. Most of the others have already been 
processed and resettled. They have practical¬ 
ly forgotten about the possibility of returning 
home — at least as long as the Sandinistas 
remain in power. “They have come to be¬ 
lieve that this may be a long, long time,” 
said Hawk. 

Watson said that most Indians in Nicar¬ 
agua, who ignored politics prior to the Sandi- 
nista takeover — even Somoza didn’t bother 
them — are now well aware of just what the 
Sandinistas stand for and are solidly against 
them. 

We asked camp workers and doctors if 
they didn’t fear a reprisal raid from nearby 
Nicaragua: “No, we don’t think much about 
that, not yet anyway. There has been abso¬ 
lutely no indication of such a thing so far.” 

World Relief furnished lunch for visiting 
journalists and an observer from the U.S. 
Embassy. It was basically the same food as 
that fed to the refugees: red beans and rice 


Red Cross tents serve as shelter for Nicara¬ 
guans who fled home villages because of leftist 
Sandinista militiamen. 


with a thin meat stew. 

Tamayo grinned at the SOF reporter: 
“You’re now an honorary Ladino. I’ve nev¬ 
er seen a gringo put away so much rice and 
beans.” It was delicious. 

During a visit to the 12-bed infirmary. 
Dr. Joost Bierens of the Netherlands, one of 
the DWB physicians, said most ailments he 
treated were sanitation-oriented, mainly di¬ 
arrhea, but also included some cases of TB, 
measles and whooping cough. He said he 
hadn’t treated any gunshot wounds as yet, 
but wouldn’t be suiprised to see some when 
more refugees arrived. Refugees said most 
of the wounded had been left behind, tended 
by friends or relatives, because they were 
unable to carry them or were afraid they 
would succumb from movement. 

As we left Mocoron after a long, hot day 
for a return to Tegucigalpa (250 miles 
away), the thought occurred that this re¬ 
fugee camp was unlike many others seen in 
Africa and Southeast Asia in one key re¬ 
spect: These people have hope for the fu¬ 
ture. 

Oh yes, we never did learn who cleared 
the airstrip at Rus Rus. Honduran soldiers in 
Mocoron refused to let us proceed on to Rus 
Rus and a Honduran Army Huey carrying a 
colonel who is the area’s regional military 
commander passed low overhead several 
times. ^ 
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no T£epa®^ 


Making 
Good Guns Better 
Since 1929. 


■ If your sidearm's not packing a Pachmayr® 

brand grip, your gun may as well have a naked 
frame! Wheel gun or auto pistol, nothing grips like a Pachmayr® 
The Pachmayr® Difference. 

Pachmayr® makes four lines of handgun grips, and all are 
designed from a clean sheet of paper with just one task in mind: 
IN-THE-FIELD PERFORMANCE. Sure, there are wood grips 
that may look prettier than our Black Rubber Means Business 
appearance, but that's exactly the reason why our grips are the 
choice of serious sidearm shooters. 

The Champions' Choice. 

Champions understand the Pachmayr® difference. A completely reliable and 
durable gripping surface—at the range or in the field. A cushioned, more 
comfortable way to hold any revolver or auto pistol. Col. Charles Askins, Jeff 
Cooper, Ray Chapman, and Ross Seyfried—to name a few—understand 
Pachmayr's® competitive difference. 

Reach For Pachmayr® Grips. 

There's our "Presentation" series for just about every revolver known to man. Our 
"Gripper" series for the same sidearms, but for those who prefer a finger-groove 
front. "Compac" grips for snub-nose lightweights with factory grips that often 
are too short and thin to be much use—Pachmayr® puts more grip there, for 
better aim with no appreciable loss of concealability. And "Signature"—the 
standard of champions for auto pistols. 

Pachmayr®—The Complete Line. 

We've got the grip market covered. And we have other fine gun accessories as 

well. Customize your .45 ACP with our full line of accessories. Rust proof with 

our spray-on "PRP." Don't go to the range without one of our 

pistol cases. And remember our fine recoil pads for your long 

guns. Renowned custom gun stocks and gunsmithing. For die 

complete line of Pachmayr® gun accessories and fine custom gun 

stocks and smithing, send $2 for our full-line, color catalog. 

r— MAIL COUPON TO:-- » 

I ■ i Pachma y r ® ^ un Works, Inc. l 

I Bfe>B V I i 1220 S. Grand Ave., Dept. SOF-9 J 

t ® ! Los Angeles, CA 90015 


'Signature" Grips 
for Auto Pistols 


'Presentation" Grips 
for Revolvers 


"Grippers" 
for a Finger- 
Groove 
Front 


"Compac" 
Grips for 
Hideout 
Revolvers 


Name. 


"Quality and Performance .,. an American Heritage " 

Pachmayr® Gun Works, Inc., 1220 S. Grand Ave., Dept. SOF-9 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 ( 213 ) 748-7271 


Addrei 


| City, State, Zip— 
t My gun relaUeri; 
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SECOND CHANCE 

N/ 


COMMEMORATIVE 
.44 MAGNUM 



$1400 


LIMITED EDITION 
Only lOO .44 units rrmtlt;! 


Includes gun, cns* anil holster, 
siaoo.no io ffL holders. 


Make no mistake about this working’ special commemorative .44 
magnum from Second Chance. We’ve taken a S&W M29-3 blue 
and turned it into a collector’s item. 

The rear sight has been radiused for anti snag and white 
outlined against the red-ramped Baughman front sight. The grip 
frame has been reworked into a round-butted K-frame and enclosed 
in Pachmayr grips. We’ve semi-bobbed the hammer and per¬ 
formed an ‘action-job’ in the combat trigger conversion. The gun 
has been completely Metalifed with the Mag-Na-Ported barrel cut 
and crowned at 3". To give it that ‘commemorative’ touch, the 
Second Chance logo and individual serial number has been electro- 
etched into only one-hundred pieces. 

This commemorative issue is bedded down in blue velvet 
and protected by a personalized polished walnut case. Accom¬ 
panying the magnum are eighteen rounds of Glaser Safety Slugs 
(nine of which can be KTYV if you send proof of law enforcement 
employment), two HKS speed loaders and all the customary 
accessories...including a holster. 

Call us now for details on how you can be a proud owner of this Second Chance Commemorative .44 Magnum 

800-253-7090 

In Michigan call: 1-616*544-5721 



CLOSED OPEN 


Fill Your Fist With This! 

DEVASTATING COMMANDO LOCKBLAOE 

• Opens faster than a switchblade - with one hand LEGALLY! 

• Heavy-duty quality construction 

• 440 stainless steel 

• 5Vz” closed 

• Also available in non-slip matt black handle (COMMANDO II) or matt 
black handle with black teflon coated blade (NIGHTSTALKER) 

ONLY $18.95 + $2.00 postage/handling 

La. res. add 6% sales tax 

(add $1.50 for COMMANDO II and $2.25 for NIGHTSTALKER) 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order to: 

SOUTHERN SALES 

Dept. S / 130 Midway Dr. / River Ridge, Louisiana 70123 

Allow 4 weeks for personal checks to clear 
Check local ordinances before carrying concealed 


PAX CUBANA 


Continued from page 47 


vincible.” Whether this is true will depend 
on the Central Americans — and the deter¬ 
mination of the United States to help them. 


PROBLEMS IN PANAMA 

by Donna Du Vail 

The Panama Canal is operating splen¬ 
didly under joint Panama-United States 
administration. In fact, revenue is up, 
and more ships than ever transit through 
the canal daily. The dark lining of the 
silver cloud, however, may be the 
crumbling political stability of the 
Panamanian government, according to a 
recent copyrighted U.S. News & World 
Report story. 

Panama’s fragile political climate, 
which many believe to be worsened by 
Cuban-supplied terrorism, threatens 
both the security of the canal and a newly 
operational American oil pipeline across 
western Panama that transports Alaskan 
oil to the eastern United States. 

Until recently, Panama’s future was 
promising. The canal was operating 
much better than anyone had predicted 
in 1978 when Panama assumed joint 
control. The country of two million 
appeared headed toward a functioning 
democracy. Chances of avoiding the 
economic hard times and ensuing poli¬ 
tical turbulence that have rocked Central 
America seemed good as long as Brig. 
Gen. OmarTorrijos, the strongman who 
seized power in a 1968 military coup, 
was at the helm. His untimely death in a 
1981 plane crash, coupled with an in¬ 
creasingly unhealthy economy, were 
factors leading to the current tense con¬ 
ditions. 

Panama’s unemployment rate now 
exceeds 20 percent and inflation has 
driven prices of necessities, particularly 
food and electricity, to an all-time high. 
With these, a concomitant rise in the 
number of communists and leftists has 
occurred. The official membership in 
the People’s Party, the Panamanian 
communist political party, exceeds 
30,000. But many experts believe that 
the number of sympathizers exceeds 
100,000 — five percent of the total 
population. 

There is valid reason to fear that Cuba 
will take advantage of the internal sup¬ 
port to foment more political strife in 
Panama — if it hasn’t already. Fidel 
Castro has warned that he would use 
violence if Panama continued to support 
U.S. efforts to stabilize El Salvador, a 
country suffering from imported Sandi- 
nistan- and Cuban-sponsored subver¬ 
sion. 
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KUHT SAXON'S 

n miniiira?i 


• THE GUNSMITH'S MANUAL'. A 
COMPLETE HANOBOOK FROM 
1863 

• KNIGHT S MECHANICAL 
DICTIONARY'S MILITARY 
ORDINANCE FROM 1664 BACK 

• SURVIVAL SHOOTING 

• NASAL SPRAY WEAPON 

• IMITATION ARMS 1 ARMOR 

• BOOBY TRAPS i MINES 

• R1CIN MANUFACTURE 

• THE BLOWGUN 

• KILLER DARTS 

• KNIFE THROWING 

• THE WALLET PISTOL 

• THE DEADLY HYPODERMIC 
SYRINGE 

• THE CYANIDE SMUDOE POT 

• OIL PRESS 

• CYANIDE GRENADES 

• MAKE INDIAN BOWS. ARROWS 
ANO CHIP YOUR OWN FLINT 
ARROWHEADS 

• KNIFE MAKING 

• HOMEMADE GUN TOOLS 
Plus. Much. Much Moral 





PICKS UP WHERE THE POOR MAN'S JAMES 
BOND LEAVES OFF 

12 Issue Subscription Plus Bound Volume $20.00 

The only magazine on improvised weaponry. Poison gas 
grenades. Wallet pistol, Killer darts, Knile throwing. Poisons, 
Bombs, Explosives, Powerful homemade crossbows. Deadly 
fighting bolas, and much more. Easy to make at home using mostly 
simple tools and easily gotten chemicals. With this, you’ll never be 


disarmed. 

THE WEAPONEER is also an encyclopedia of past weapons. 
Included isa complete gunsmithing coursefrom 1883. It will enable 
you to repair or reconstruct 19th century guns. The handwork 
described will help those who would like to make guns from scratch 
like the Afghans and Pakistanis have been doing for generations. 
Hand forge iron and steel for gun parts and knives. Case hardening, 
tempering, annealing, etc. 

Concealable weapons are a highlight of THE WEAPONEER. If 
you ever fantasized about Batman s utility belt, you’ll thrill at the 
compact nasties you can carry , which will make you a one-man- 
army. Incapacitate or destroy any mugger with complete impunity. 

There are also reprints from The Scientific American, 1860-61, 
covering Civil War weapons and how they worked. 

What amounts to a professional course in booby traps is also 
here. Be a master at deadly aggressive defense. The mad scientist 
will appreciate the poisons, explosives and stenches made in the 
simple, improvised home laboratory. 

Ricin, the deadliest organic poison known, with a three day 
delay, can be made by anyone. There is no known antidote. No real 
lab equipment is needed. It is easily and cheaply obtained. Easy to 
administer. Painless and almost undetectable, even by experts. 

The model maker will be delighted with the medieval armor and 


arms. 

Subscribers will get the first 7 issues right away, the last 5 as they 
come out, then the bound volume when completed, FREE. 

If you fear for the future of the world, THE WEAPONEER will 
insure the safety of your part of it. 


Due to the sensitive nature of this material, these books are 
restricted to those 18 years and older. 

THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND UK x 11 — $15.00 

THE POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND IS THE UNDISPUTED leader in the field on improvised 
weaponry and do-it-yourself mayhem. It gives full and simple instructions for making tear gas, 
explosives, zip-guns, silencers, poisons, grenades, knock-out drops, flame throwers, etc. Italso tells 
how to buy most of the needed chemicals from your grocery and garden stores. Includes, ARSON BY 
ELECTRONICS, written by a fire marshall to detail professional arsonist’s methods of torching any 
structure in ways usually undetectable. Excellent layman's guide to remote control circuitry; how to 
cause destruction when miles away. FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES LIKE GRANDDAD USED TO 
MAKE. This book has hundreds of formulas and processes for making blasting compounds, nitro, 
gunpowder, guncotton, fireworks, etc. The material was gleaned from formularies written from 1872 
to 1907. Plus: George W. Weingarfs classic on fireworks, PYROTECHNY. This is the simplest and 
most comprehensive book on actually making fireworks. It is heavily illustrated in how to make 
Roman Candles, Shell Cases, Fuses, Colored Fires, Explosive Powders, Rockets, Mortars, 
Firecrackers, Torpedos.etc. Plus: the complete text of EXPLOSIVES, MATCHES AND FIREWORKS, 
by Joseph Reilly, 1938. All these combined, make.THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND invaluable for 
survival. 


The Poor Man's 

JAMESBOND Kurt Saxon 



OUTSIDE U.S. SEND $5.00 EXTRA FOR WEAPONEER. ALSO, FOREIGN ORDERS MUST BE PAID 
FOR BY BANK OR POSTAL MONEY ORDERS MADE OUT IN U.S. FUNDS. 

Visa/Mastercard Accepted. 
Books and Fang Postpaid 


■ 








SAXONS FANG. FREE with ordar of both THE 
POOR MANS JAMES BOND and THE 
WEAPONEER . 

SAXON'S FANG isa delivery system for injectable 
poisons. Comes complete with retractable 
hypodermic syringe. Concealable, light, safe. Can 
also be used to squirt contact poisons or tear gas. 
Not outlawed yet. Better order while still legal. This 
is not a toy. N^en armed it is a lethal device. 


Order From: 
Atlan Formularies 
P.O. Box 327 
Harrison, AR 72601 


Void where prohibited by law. 


THE WEAPONEER □ 

.$20 

THE POOR MAN’S JAMES 
BONDD.$15 

□ 


BOTH 


.$35 


In Ark. add 3% Sales Tax 
Total Enclosed_ 


ba 


Name 

I am 18 or older. 

Address 


City 

State 

Zip 

Date 

— 





SEPTEMBER/83 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 83 



















































Lightning fast action 
Super comfort 
Double Mag. Pouch 


DeSantis manufactures a complete line of holsters and 
accessories, creatively designed to fill the specific 
needs of gun enthusiasts and law enforcement personnel. 
Available at your favorite Firearms or Sporting Goods Store, 
or mail $2 for catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 


' HOLSTER & LEATHER GOODS Dept . SF 9 

155 JERICHO TURNPIKE • MINEOLA, NY 11501 • 5 16-742 7900 


DeSantis does it better! 

MAC & UZI SHOULDER RIGS 


New shoulder holsters 
designed specifically 
for the UZI and Ingram 
WACIQ/irs. 


With elections scheduled for August 
1984, conditions in Panama are sure to 
worsen, and this presents a delicate 
dilemma for the United States. Any per¬ 
ceived threat to the canal or pipeline is 
likely to elicit strong intervention de¬ 
mands from the American public and 
Congress, particularly from the Senate 
where 32 senators voted against ratifica¬ 
tion of the canal treaty. In fact, the treaty 
was ratified only after the addition of an 
amendment guaranteeing the United 
States the right to intervene if American 
use of the canal were threatened. 

But any American intervention would 
cause widespread anti-American de¬ 
monstrations in Panama and throughout 
Latin America, and could tilt the elec¬ 
tions in favor of the Cuban-backed lef¬ 
tists. 

Meanwhile, Panamanian and U.S. 
officials have adopted an uneasy wait- 
and-see attitude. This next year is certain 
to be a long and eventful one for Panama 
and the canal, and subsequently for the 
United States. ^ 


SUPPORT 

SOF 
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Steiner’s Commander is absolutely among the 
best binoculars ever made. 

Their brightness is extraordinary even under low 
lighting conditions. Thanks to Steiner’s com¬ 
pact, concentrated and powerful optics. 

They’re lightweight too. Fiber reinforced poly¬ 
carbonate makes them lighter and more durable 
than conventional binoculars. 

A rugged, rubber-coated exterior enables you a 
firm grip. Makes them slip-and-slide-proof. 

What’s more, Steiner’s Commander features: 

• An integrated compass for identifying the loca¬ 
tion of an object with pinpoint accuracy. Right 
through the lenses. Under your target image. 


• Water-proof, noise-free, 
and shock-proof. 

• Soft eyepieces and Dis- 
tance/neight scale. 

• Steiner: Military binocu¬ 
lars for over 40 nations. 

• Custom options such as 
reticles for target iden¬ 
tification available. Other 

Steiner Military-Marine models: 6 x 30 Compact, 
7x50—the brightest, 10x50—high power, 
15x80— highest powered hand-held binocu¬ 
lars, 24 x 80 telescope, plus Rifle scopes, Elec¬ 
tronic image intensifiers, Periscopes. Inquire 
about optical sub-contracting. 




Call our Instant Info SPECIAL HOTLINE at 1 -800-257-7742 
(NJ, Alaska, outside continental USA, Call 609/854-2424) Or Write 
PIONEER & CO. , 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 


J 



And It’s the best. Constructed of O.D. 
heavy, canvas with covered masonite 
bottom. 8 small inside pockets, 2 large 
outside divided pockets, H.D. brass 
zipper. Ideal for carrying guns, ammo, and 
all firearm paraphernalia & tools. $18.95 
Dimensions: 11" long x 6" wide x 7" high. 


Send Check, M.O. plus $3 shipping or Call 

TOLL FREE 800-42^5237 

Sherwood 

International Export Corporation 


California Residents Call 213-349-7600 
18714 PartheniaSt., Dept. SF9 , 
Northridge, California 91324 
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poj SILENT PARTNER 

^MODULAR "ARMOR 

Everything else just became obsolete! 

If you have ever owned other body armor, you 
know just what we mean. When your armor re¬ 
quirements changed, you were stuckJ The only 
way to alter the ballistic level, configuration or 
coverage was to buy an entire new unit, then hope 
you cpuld find a buyer for your old one — at ten 
cents on the dollar. 

With Silent Partner those days are gone forever! 
You can start with our $99.95 Standard model — 
the most wearable and cost-effective armor unit 
ever sold — secure in the knowledge that you can 
modify any aspect of it later just by adding com¬ 
ponents. A look at the drawing will show you how 
it works. Your Silent Partner armor will never be¬ 
come obsolete! 

The best costs less 

Obviously even the most clever design concept 
is worthless unless the armor is effective. And 
Silent Partner armor is effective. We use only 31 
x 31 count, 1000-denier, Zepel-waterproofed Kev¬ 
lar 29 — the material specifically recommended 
by the federal study which established the na¬ 
tional criteria for police armor. And even our least 
expensive vest uses more layers of that armor 
than the study calls for. It is by far the most ex¬ 
pensive style of Kevlar made. But we will use 
nothing less. 

Even so, Silent Partner armor costs less — a 
lot less. Model for model Silent Partner armor is 
priced 25% to 50% below body armor from other 
major manufacturers. And what do they give you 
for that much higher price? Nothing that matters. 
If they are reputable they measure their armor’s 
effectiveness according to NILECJ STD 0101.01 — 
the federal testing standard. So do we. And if they 



are truly concerned about quality they have their 
results verified by a respected independent test¬ 
ing facility, like H. P. White Laboratories. So do 
we. Which means you can’t buy better armor than 
Silent Partner. You can just pay more. 

Send $2.00 for our complete catalog and test 
results. Mention where you saw our ad and we’ll 
include a certificate worth $4.00 toward the pur¬ 
chase of any Silent Partner armor unit. How’s that 
for a bargain? 


Ore 

ier normal T-shirt size 1 

Small 

(34-36) 

Med. 

(38-40) 

Lg- 

(42-44) 

X-L 

(46-48) 

Price 
per unit 

TOTAL 

(column 1) 

Components & Accessories 

Small 

(34-36) 

Med. 

(38-40) 

Lg. 

(42-44) 

X-L 

(46-48) 

Price 
per unit 

TOTAL 

(column 2) 


1 Style (see drawing) 

(se 

e top drawing) 

-fr c 

t- 3 

_i 2 

si 

1. Standard (Round-neck) 





$ 99.95 

$ 

EXTRA 

CARRIERS 

1. Standard (Round-neck) 





$ 22.95 

$ 

1. Standard (V-neck) 





$ 99.95 1 
SI 49.95 

$ 

$ 

1. Standard (V-neck) 





$ 22.95 

$ 

II. Dbl.-Wide (Round-neck) 





4. DW/TZ (Round-neck) 





$ 24.95 

$ 

II. Dbl.-Wide (V-neck) 





$149.95 

$ 

4. DW/TZ (V-neck) 





$ 24.95 

$ 

-i 

IV. Traditional 





$109.95 

$ 

5. Traditional 





$ 32.95 

$ 


V. Traditional Dbl.-Wide 





$159.95 

$ 

6. Traditional DW/TZ 





$ 34.95 

■L—s 

EVEL 2A K 

iplete units) | 

1'. Standard (Round-neck) 





$149.95 

$ 

rr </! 
SpiTi 

2. Standard Level 1 1 

(Qut 

entity c 

inly) 


$ 44.95 

$ 

1. Standard (V-neck) 





$149.95 

$ 

2. Standard Level 2A 

(Quantity only) 


$ 67.50 

r$ 

il. Dbl.-Wide (Round-neck) 





$199.95 

$ 

25 < 

3. Dbl.-Wide Level 1 + 

(Quantity only) 


$ 89.951 

$ 

II. Dbl.-Wide (V-neck) 





$199.95 

$ 

3. Dbl.-Wide Level 2A 

(Quantity only) 


$134.95 

$ 

J § 

IV. Traditional 





$159.95 

$ 







V. Traditional Dbl.-Wide 





$209.95 

J: 

iuihl ur hll iiovio rnuivi ^wLurvino i & i. 


LEVEL 2 
complete units) 

1. Standard (Round-neck) 





$189.95 

- “ 

Check n Mnnev order n 

Shipping & handling 

$ 5.00 

L Standard (V-neck) 





$189.95 

$ 


VISA Q AMEXn 


6% sales tax 

(Louisiana residents only) 

GRAND TOTAL 

$ 

$ 

II. Dbl.-Wide (Round-neck) 





$249.95 

$ 

Mastercard Q 
(Allow 3 weeks for check 
clearing) 

(Sorry, no C.O.D.'s) 

II. Dbi.-Wide (V-neck) 





$249.95 

$ 

$ 

IV. Traditional 





$199.95 


V. Traditional Dbl.-Wide 





$259.95 

L $ 

THREAT-1 

ZONED 8 

III. Shirt style (Round-neck) 





$179.95 

$ 

NAA 

sth 

c - 

- 

AE ' 

III. Shirt style (V-neck) 





$179.95 

r$ 

IEET ADDRESS 

VI. Traditional style 





$189.95 

$ 

f/STATE ZIP 









complete units aoove consist ot: 

LEVEL 1+: Carrier and two nine-layer armor panels. 

LEVEL 2A: Carrier and two 14-tayer armor panels. 

LEVEL 2 : Carrier arid tour nine-tayer armor panels. 
THREAT-ZONED: Carrier, one Double-Wide and two 
Standard nine-layer armor panels. 

L/ntLM i onnu vuo \ wmeno 

Order via our 24-hour 
toll-free number: 

1-800-328-3890 

Ext. 6028 

(For dealer & tech info call 
(504) 366-4851) 

W> NO. EXPIRES 

SIGNATURE 

MAIL TQ: 230 Lafayette St. 

SILENT PARTNER, INC. Gretna, LA 70053 

NOTE: This order form is for carriers in White only. Standard armor in Black, Desert Camo and Jungle Camo is available through our catalog. 
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STOCKS 

From Choate Machine and Tool 



ONE PIECE 
MINI STOCK 
MINI-14® dull 

HANDGUARD $8 §50 BLACK ZITEL 

ONE PIECE US Ml CARBINE STOCK $6B 


10/22 FOLDER 

$69.95 


FLASHIDER 14.95 
DULL BLACK 


NITEX MATCH SS $97 

MINI-14® 

BUCK ZITEL HANDGUARD $8 



A- MINI-14®AND 
CARBINE FOLDER 

$85 



AR-15 / M16 BUTT STOCK 
OFFHAND NOTCH 3/4’’ LONGER $30 
ROUND HANDGUARD $29.95 


FOR USE WITH 16 „ 
BARREL OR LONGER 



$45 BUCK 


THOMPSON/CENTER 
BUTT STOCK $45 


BUTT STOCK 

870/ITHACA 37 $12 1100 $20 

MATCHING FOREND available 

BLK OR OD 
NO OD FOR ITHACA 


870/SW 300 
SIDE FOLDER QOl 
WITH FOREND 


870/WIN 1200 
TOP MOSSBERG 500 

FOLDER H| . STD $71 



FREE UPS SHIPPING 
(IF UNDER $75—ADD $3 UPS) 

SEND $2 FOR 24 PAGE CATALOG 

7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 1 •505/821*4946 

DEALERS: WRITE FOR PRICE LIST 



I 


Don’t Depend on ANYONE 
for Your Drinking Water! 

The patented AIRWELL™ Pure Water Collection System 
produces pure water for freedom from contaminated city 
water systems or rural wells. The AIRWELUs natural 

distillation process insures you that no matter 
w hat, you’ll have pure, safe drinking water. 
i H AIRWELL ... the energy free water source 

that makes sense. 

Call or write for details. Dealer inquiries 

invited - AIRWELL, INC. • Dept. B • P.O. Box 775 
Alexandria, MN 56308 • 612/762-8572 



EL SALVADOR 


Continued from page 63 

work, needed some supervision and the 
tools to do the job. As we attempted to pack 
some of the old T-lOs, it became obvious 
that many of the necessary tools were mis¬ 
sing. One young rigger complained, “We 
order the equipment and then we wait and 
wait. Nothing comes, so we make it 
ourselves. But it keeps breaking. We don’t 
know what to do, so we wait.” 

Over half of the parachutes available for 
combat use were out of service because of a 
shortage of repair materials or repairers. 

As the loft inspection continued, I 
observed that such elementary items as 
packing paddles and stowing hooks were 
missing. Ripstop tape used for patching 
small tears and holes was out of stock, as 
were essential items such as rubber bands 
for reserve containers and sewing needles 
for detailed handwork. 

The riggers had no manuals for repairing 
or packing of parachutes in their loft and 
were unfamiliar with the necessary record¬ 
keeping for determining the repack cycles 
on reserve parachutes. 

Near the door of t|ie packing area sat 
nearly 200 new T-10 reserves still in the 
boxes from Pioneer Parachute Company. 
The reserves were to be packed for use with 
main parachutes that were nonexistent or 
unserviceable. 

It is a classic case of plenty of carts, but 
not enough horses to pull them. 

SNIPER SCHOOL 

by John Doe 

When SOF arrived in El Salvador, the 
Atlacatl Battalion had no sniper platoon. 
Ten days later, when we left, they had the 
makings of a very fine sniper platoon. 

The Atlacatfs objective is to have 71 
trained snipers distributed throughout the 
nine line companies. To help them achieve 
this objective, I conducted a sniper school 
for 44 men selected from the nine com¬ 
panies. 

The first phase of instruction consisted of 
one day of dry firing and marksmanship 
training with the Ml6 and two and one-half 
days of live firing, expending 22 rounds per 
man at 25 meters. The 12 best marksmen 
were then issued MID rifles (thie sniper 
version of the Ml Garand). This is the 
World War II sniping rifle in .30-06, too 
long and heavy for Salvadoran troops, but 
accurate with match ammunition. Lake City 
Arsenal 1967 .30-06 match ammunition 
(173 grains at 2640 fps) was used for the 
training and also will be the standard snip¬ 
ing round. 

The second phase, also two and one-half 
days, combined classroom instruction, dry 
firing and live fixing of 25 rounds per man. 
Instruction did not include tactics or stalk¬ 
ing, since these men will not be employed 
*on sniper teams, but rather on 15-man pat¬ 
rols. Unfortunately, I had to leave after the 
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FOR MERCENARIES 


Uninhabited 


UNINHABITED AND DESERTED ISLANDS 
By Jon Fisher 

Need a hideout? Or a staging area 
for a clandestine operation? Want 
to get away from it all? This 
fascinating new book describes 
more than 100 remote uninhabit¬ 
ed isjands from the South Pacific 
to the Antarctic, from the Atlantic 
to the Indian Ocean, with maps 
detailing the exact location of 
each islandl 5ft x 6ft, 120 pp, 
illustrated, soft cover. $7.95. 


T 


Deserted 

Islands 



JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE BLACK MARKET 
By Burgess LmughHn 

The perfect book for all mercen¬ 
aries! If you're looking for high- 
risk, high-pay work, try the black 
market. Discusses pay, organiza¬ 
tions, risks, advancement, culture, 
society, prices and benefits, as 
well as retailers, wholesalers, mid¬ 
dlemen, enlrepeneurs, and their 
assistants. Everything from drugs 
and pimping to people-smuggl¬ 
ing, gambling and milk bootleg¬ 
ging. If it's black market, it's in this 
book! 5ft x 6ft, 144 pp, illustrated, 
soft cover. $7.95, 


GETAWAY 

Driving Technique* tor Escape and Evasion 

By Ronald Qaorga Ertksen 2 

“I Everything you need to know to 
be an ©Xpert wheelman! Corner- 

___ ing, right angle turns, S-turne, 

hairpin turns, the "bootlegger" 
turn, the "moonshiner" turn, and 
more. How to ram through road¬ 
blocks, how to run a vehicle off 
the road, how to Jump curbs, how 
to handle chase situations, and 
more — in illustrated detail) 5ft x 
8ft, 44 pp, illustrated, soft cover. 
$4.95. 



HOW TO LAUNDER MONEY 
By John Gregg 

What every mere should know! 
How to use corporations and bus¬ 
iness fronts to launder money, 
using mail drops and remote call 
forwarding, using offshore corpo¬ 
rations and banks, investing 
money without reporting it to the 
IRS, and much morel Clean up 
your act by laundering your 
money — professionally! 5ft x8ft, 
64pp. soft cover. $8.00. 


HOW TO 
LAUNDER 
MONEY 





DIRECTORY OF MAIL DROPS 
IN THE UNITED STATES & CANADA 
With an Appendix for Foreign Countries 
Compiled by Michael Hoy 

Every mere, spook and privacy 
seeker should know about mail 
drops. You may want someone 
to think you are in Belgium, 
Brazil, Fiji or Chicago. Or you 
may just want to pick up your 
mail across town to keep it 
private. Over 700 mail drops are 
listed, including over 100 in 
foreign countries. 6ft x 11, 56 
pp, soft cover. $7.95. 


DIRECTORY 

OF 

MAIL DROPS 
IN 

THE UNITED STATES 
AND 

CANADA 


-THE- 

MUCKRAKER'S 


THE MUCKRAKERS MANUAL 
How to do Your Own Investigative Reporting 
By M . Harry 

How to dig out the dirt on anyone) 
Written for investigative reporters 
exposing political corruption, the 
professional investigative techni¬ 
ques descriced in detail are useful 
for any type of Investigation, includ¬ 
ing blackmail, political sabotage, 
corporate espionage, getting inside 
information on the stock market, 
and morel A must for all investiga¬ 
tors! 5ft x 6ft, 144 pp, illustrated 
soft cover. $7,95. 



THE CODE BOOK 
2nd Edition 

All About Unbreakable Codee 
and How to Uaa Them 
By Michael E. Marotta 

Protect your communications 
with codes that can t be broken! 
No prior knowledge of mathema¬ 
tics is needed! One-time pads, 
Modulo based codes, Rivest func¬ 
tions, public key systems, one¬ 
way codes, and much morel Se¬ 
crets known only to professional 
cryptographers and international 
espionage agents, revealed for 
YOU to use! 5ft x 8ft, 86 pp, 
illustrated, soft cover. $7.95. 


IHCtUGCOH 



9TREETSWEEPER: A HOME WORKSHOP SHOTGUN 
By BUI Holmea 

Illustrated, step-by-step instructions for building a 
shotgun in your basement! The design of this shotgun 
permits a fast rate of fire with minimum recoil, as well as 
extremely fast reloading. The book comes with a full 
size plan sheet, and furnishes sources of construction 
methods to enable YOU to create this devastating 
weapon in your home workshop. Highly recommended 
for all gunsmiths, gun hobbiests, and self defense 
enthusiasts.'5ft x 8ft, 100 pp. illus., soft cover. $15.00. 



THE STASH BOOK 
How to Hide Your Valuables 
By Peter Hjenmen 

Got something to hide? An excellent 
book on the concealment of valuables 
and contraband! How to hide any¬ 
thing, or anyone, almost anywhere! 
Detailed instructions for building hid¬ 
ing places and hiding spaces in hous¬ 
es, cars, motorcycles, and even on 
your body! Be safe from burglars, 
police, snoopy neighbors and other 
intruders! 5ft x 8ft, 126 pp, illustrated, 
soft cover. $4.95. 


BECOME SOMEONE ELSE1 
By W.R. Wey 

The NEWEST book on fake 
ID and alternate identities! 
Get drivers licenses, Social 
Security cards, and even 
passports — in whatever 
names you want! Get birth 
certificates, State ID cards, 
voters registrations, and 
back-up ID! Everything you 
needl This book spells out 
all you must know to BE¬ 
COME SOMEONE ELSEI 
Large 8ft x 11, 80 pp, illus¬ 
trated, soft cover. $12.00. 


BECOME 

SOMEONE 

ELSE! 


Silencers 

from the 
Home Workshop 


SILENCERS FROM THE HOME WORKSHOP 
By BUI Holmea 

At last — a down-to-earth book on 
building silencers in your base¬ 
ment! Well written, easy to under¬ 
stand, and profusely Illustrated 
with many photographs and sev¬ 
eral line drawings. A must for 
guerrilla war experts, military per¬ 
sonnel, weapons enthusiasts, sur- 
vivalists, police officers, and gun¬ 
smiths! Highly recommended. 5ft 
x 8ft, 51 pp. illustrated, soft cover. 
$ 8 . 00 . 
by 

Bill Holmes 


HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS 
Volumes 1 A 2 
Handbooks for Investigators 
By Ronald George Erlkaen 2 
Need to hunt somebody down? These books will be of 
value to ail types of missing persons investigators. 
Bounty hunters, private investigators, police officers, 
skip tracers, process servers, and auto repossessors 
will all learn something new from these exciting 
manuals. Topics covered Include driving records, 
school records of the subject's children, hospital 
records, voters registration records, bank records, 
helpful ruses to use in obtaining information from 
official sources, case histories, end much, much morel 
Professional investigative secrets known only fo a few 
— now revealed for YOU to usel Vol. 1:5ft x 8ft, 52 pp, 
soft cover, $3.M- Vol. 2: 5ft x 6ft, 26 pp, soft cover, 
$3.95. Special: both volumes for only $$,961 


The Best Book Catalog In The World 
Free with the order of any book. 

We offer the very finest in controversial and unusual books. 
The Loompanics Unlimited Book Catalog is an important 
source for anarchists, survivalists, iconoclasts, self-liberators, 
mercenaries, investigators, selt-actualizers , libertarians, drop¬ 
outs, debunkers, black marketeers, researchers, and just plain 
anyone interested in the strange, the useful, the oddball, the 
unusual, the unique, and the diabolical. . . 

Urge 8% m 11 sJzef Nearly 200 Illustrated pages! More than 500 
of the most controversial and unusual books ever printed! Our 
catalog /a FREE with the order of eny book In this ad — $2.00 It 
ordered separately. Send for ft today. You will be very pleased, 
we know. 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED SOF83 | 

P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me the following titles: 


Name _ 

Address_ 

City _ 

State _ 


-Zip 


. SUB-TOTAL.. 

Include 
■ $2.00 Shipping 
and Handling 

TOTAL. 


$2.00 


i 

i 

: i 
■ 
i 
■ 
-i 
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Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 
WATCHBANB 3 




Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web, 1%". Sewn 
with nylon thread. Nearly indestruct- 
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n- 
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washable. Measure wrist to nearest Vi" 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 

#CB1, $5.50 


BRIGADE S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the 
same material as ourCommando Watchband. Regular size 
fits most pocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective Flap keeps knife safe and ready when you need 
it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 

#PCH1, Regular $3.95 

#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 

#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4.95. 


NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 

Rugged nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
inside pockets for bills, I.D. and credit cards. Water 
repellent, washable & comfortable. A must for any 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black,] 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers' Red. 

#NWT-79, $7.95 




Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send Check, Money 
Order or Charge to Visa or Mastercard. Include $1.50 
Postage & Handling Fee for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses, Foreign Orders must request Postage Rates. 
Sorry. No C.O.D.’s. 

Charge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Call (404) 428-1234 


second phase, but phase three, another 
week of training, was conducted by the 
battalion. 

The results from the instruction were far 
beyond expectations. The Atlacatl Battalion 
has excellent officers and troops who are 
highly motivated and learn quickly. Of all 
the Latin American troops that I have helped 
train, these Salvadorans seem to have more 
natural shooting ability than any other 
group. 

One Mil Group adviser told us that one 
Salvadoran OCS class while training at Ft. 
Benning fired the highest shooting score of 
any class which has trained there, and 
another Salvadoran company that trained 
with Special Forces in Panama outshot the 
193rd Brigade Company champions. 

With continued training and practice, the 
Atlacatl Battalion should have an effective 
sniping platoon. I made the following sug¬ 
gestions for improvement: 

• The M16 rifle is in 5.56mm, the M60 
machine gun is in 7.62mm NATO and the 
MID is in .30-06. Conversion of sniping 
weapons to another caliber would simplify 
ammunition logistics. A possible solution is 
the M16 rifle with Colt Tubescope or simi¬ 
lar device. 

• Supplies needed: cleaning rods, bore 
brushes and other cleaning materials; web 
equipment, especially packs and pouches 
for 30-round M16 magazines; special tools 
for telescope on the MID and other armor¬ 
er’s tools; leather Springfield M 1903-type 
slings for sniping rifles; binoculars and 



Harnett Dnternatfnnal 3nt. 


Features: 

• Para-military type, one piece, 
cast aluminum stock • Slot-in 
- ii r trigger mechanism with automatic 
■ safety catch and push bar release 
• Adjustable Korogigftl • Micro-adjustable 
rear sight for elevation and windage. 


See your local dealer for a full range of Barnett crossbows 
slingshots and airguns or send $2.00 for color catalog tor 


V 


Weapons of excellence for the North American sportsman. 

P.O. Box 934, Dept. SF-9, Odessa, FL 33556 




Telephone: (813) 847-1245 
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BUTTONS!! Buy several for all your jackets, caps, 
etc.! These pin-on buttons are only $1.00 each! 

A— Soldier of Fortune 
B — Airborne: Death from Above 
C — Terrorism Stops Here! 

D — Patience My Ass, I'm Going Out & Kill Something! 
E — Peace Through Superior Firepower 
F — Mercenaries Do It For Profit 
G— Death To Tyrants! 

H — Vet, Vietnam Type, One Each 
J — I'd Rather Be Killing Communists! 

SOF Key Ring! — $1.00 each! 

SOF Coasters — $1.00 each! 


Mail to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. 983, Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 



ITEM 

QUANTITY 

SIZE 

EXTENDE0 

PRICE 


























VISA & MASTER CARD ACCEPTED: Postage & Handling 

Card. » 3% Sales Tax ICO res ) 

Exd TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 






NAME:_ _ 

ADDRESS:_ 

CITY: __ STATE:__ZIP: _ 

We accept telephone orders on Master Card & VISA — call us at (303)447 1283. Sorry.no col¬ 
lect calls accepted' PLEASE INCLUDE Jt.25 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - INCLUDE 
754 FOR EACH AODITOINAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 
30% PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


T-SHIRTS! — Buy one for yourself and one for a 
friend! T-shirts are a cotton/poly mix. All shirts 
below are available in white or black with 
contrasting printing. All are illustrated along with 
the message. 

2A — Be A Man Among Men — Join the Rhodesian Army — $7.95 
2B — Soldier of Fortune (with logo) — $7.95 
2C — Airborne Death from Above — $7.95 
2D — Southeast Asia — $7.95 
2E — Terrorism Stops Here! — $7.95 

2F — Patience My Ass — I'm Going Out and Kill Something! — $7.95 

2G — Peace Through Superior Firepower — $7.95 

2H — Nuke Iran — $4.95 

2J — Apocalypse — $7.95 

2K — Death Rides A Pale Horse — $7.95 

2L — What Price Now, Opec! — $7.95 

2M — Mercenaries Do It For Profit — $7.95 

2N — Deoth to Tyrants — $7.95 

20 — Soldier of Fortune 1st Annual Convention (white only) — $4.95 
2P — Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Convention (white only) — $5.95 
2R — Special Forces — Living By Chance, Loving by Choice, Kilfing by 
Profession — $8.95 

2S — Marines —Let Me Win Your Hearts and Minds or I'll Burn Your 
Damn Huts Down — $8.95 
2T — RLI — 1st Commando — $7.95 
2U — CAMO Short Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) — $7.95 
2V — Support Afghan Freedom Fighters — $7.95 
2W — CAMO Long Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) — $7.95 
2X — CAMO Jogging Shorts — Green or Brown — $6.50 
3A — Angola Headhunters — SWA Border Potrol — $7.95 
3B — Rhodesion Foreign Legion — Southern Africa War Gomes, 
Second Place — $8.95 

3C — Advice to Every Terrorist.— $7.95 

3D — Soldier of Fortune Diver — $7.95 

3K — Vietnom — Vet, Vietnam Type, One Each — $8.95 

3L — Southeast Asia War Games — 2nd Place — $7.95 


PHOENIX 


NEW FROM PHOENIX!! T-shirts 
shown below are $7.95 each. POW/M1A T- 
shirt is $8.95. '82 Convention shirt is $5.95 

GET YOUR NEW SHIRTS NOW!! 


POW/MIA avail, in red or black 

SOF Ring — This SOF logo ring 
is high quality stainless steel — 
scratches just buff out! Make 
this a must for your collection! 
Assorted sizes available. 

— $47.95 


Official SOF Beret and Badge! 
Maroon beret & SOF logo badge. 
Beret — $13.00 / Badge — $7.00 




BEIRUT 


[P/AlOlL^hcn 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


DIPLOMACY 


au&umrxi im 

'82 CONVENTION 


— $2.50 each! 


SOF Lapel Pin 
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SURVIVAL COMBO 
The AR-7. The Skachet. 



Disassembles, 

Stores itself, & 
Floats! 

Backwoods, boat, or plane, the 
AR-7 stows away neatly in it's own 
stock until you need it. 

With assembly time of less than a 
minute, this amazing .22 L.R. Rifle 
is ready to fire. 

Your survival gear is not complete 
without the AR-7. Find out more 
about this take-apart .22 L.R. that 
floats. 

Send $2.00 with your written 
request for information and we’ll 
send you a Charter Arms shooter’s 
patch. 

CHARTER ARMS 



It’s a ... 

Hammer,' 

Hatchet, 

Skinning knife, & 
Hunting knife. 

The all-in-one Skachet is a 
survival tool that’s ready for any job! 
From Boy Scout to backpacker, it’s 
a perfect gift for anyone who loves 
the outdoors. 

To get your Skachet which comes 
complete with a genuine 
cowhide sheath featur¬ 
ing a belt loop and 
snap-shut flap, send 
check or money order 
for only $18.50 (add 
sales tax where applicable). 

Dept. 3KM-SF9, 430 Sniffens Lane 
Stratford, CT 06497 



other sighting and observation equipment, 
which is probably the most urgent require¬ 
ment. Binoculars should be issued one each 
to company commanders, platoon leaders, 
snipers and mortar forward observers. They 
should be small, handy seven- or eight- 
power binoculars; military reticule is not 
absolutely necessary. 


MEDICAL REPORT 

by John Peters, M.D. 

El Salvador’s military medical situation 
is grim, but civilian medical conditions in 
outlying areas are even worse. Three large 
areas have no trained medical personnel of 
any kind and the entire medical effort is 
woefully lacking in every critical area: 
training, personnel, equipment, supplies, 
even hospitals. 

Apparently, there is usually one medical 
corpsman per company, but most of these 
are not well-trained. Most have had only 
first-aid courses and are not trained in in¬ 
travenous (IV) fluid replacement and had 
never heard of Military Anti-Shock Trous¬ 
ers (MAST). The ones with whom I talked 
did not know how to seal a sucking chest 
wound, which is a critical skill to know in 
combat medicine. They had never even 
heard of inserting a chest tube in the field 
(McSwain dart with Heimlich valve); pri¬ 
marily, corps men just put dressings on chest 
wounds and try to get the wounded to the 
hospital in San Salvador. Most don’t make 
it. 
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Ambidextrous 

safety 


Model 84, Double-Action 


Caliber: powerful 
.380 Auto (9mm Short) 


Walnut or 
plastic grips 


13-round, staggered magazine 


Call toll-free for nearest Beretta Dealer. 

800-638-1301 

Monday through Friday. 8 AM to 8 PM. Eastern Time. 

Maryland residents, call 301-283-2191 






Although almost every point in the coun¬ 
try is less than one hour’s flying time from 
San Salvador’s military hospital, it is usual¬ 
ly hours, sometimes days, before they can 
get their wounded in. There are no field 
hospitals and no dedicated medevac air¬ 
craft. Even if a helicopter is available, 
which isn’t always the case, a pilot may not 
be. Since there are no medical-air- 
evacuation specialists or even medics 
aboard the medevac aircraft, the wounded 
are loaded aboard the helicopter and flown 
unattended to the hospital. Sadly, soldiers 
often bleed to death on the way. 

All of the people whom I contacted — 
doctors, corps men, officers and soldiers — 
were open, friendly and eager to learn about 
new medical equipment and techniques. 
They would like to have the United States 
(or anyone) teach them how to provide bet¬ 
ter medical care. One thing that particularly 
impressed me was the unanimous desire to 
extend medical care to civilians in the back 
country. They seemed well aware of the 
need, both from a humanitarian and a poli¬ 
tical point of view, to care for the people 
who at present receive no medical care at 
all. 

Recommendations: 

• Improve training and increase number of 
medical corpsmen; teach both doctors and 
corpsmen about MAST Trousers, IV tech¬ 
niques, chest tubes, triage and other basic 
medical skills; train air-evacuation medical 
technicians. 

• Provide evacuation helicopters with air- 
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^AUTHORIZED DEALER af KNIVES FOR LIFE from COLD STEEL, InTfl f¥][»][*][*]B]B5]BI 


SURVIVAL KIT. 




Beretta sportsmen and sportswomen are born survivors. 
They know that handguns are great fun. Police and mil¬ 
itary personnel specify them for protection. Collectors 
lock them behind glass simply to exhibit. Our Model 84 
is exceptionally reliable, safe, and delivers tremendous 
firepower. 

But only if you need it. 

The 84 teams together beautifully with a line 
of Beretta knives, holsters, buckles, hunting cases 
and more. An entire Survival Line for shooters and 
hunters, with a catalog that’s all yours for just knifing 
out our coupon. 

As for the 84, it takes on the powerful .380 car¬ 
tridge with double-action dependability. Thirteen telling 
rounds fed from a virtually jam-proof staggered maga¬ 
zine, unlike many handguns. Ambidextrous safety. Hand¬ 
some walnut or tough plastic grips. Only 22-1 /2 ounces. 

And it’s as close as your phone. Call us toll-free for the 
nearest Beretta dealer. He’s a survivor like the rest of us. 
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free Accessories Catalog, 
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Beretta U.S.A. Corp. 
Accokeek. Maryland 
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Beretta U.S.A. Corp., 17601 Indian Head Highway, Accokeek. MD 20607 
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The Next Best 
Thing To 
Being There 


[ REMOVABLE BUMPER STICKERS 

(Available in all Designs) 

$2.00 + 500 P & H 


1 



I EMBROIDERED PATCHES 

(Available In A/B1/B2/E/L Only) 
$3.00 + 50(1 P & H 
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THROUGH ,2) 
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NAVY COTTON TWILL 
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TO: 615/624-1851 
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evacuation medical specialists as part of the 
aircrew to provide patient care in transit. 

• Provide adequate amounts of medical sup¬ 
plies and equipment. 

• Consider one or more field mobile mini¬ 
hospital/clinics, which are now available in 
seatrain-container-type modules, both 
ground- and air-transportable for 

to $ 150,000. Typical mim-clinics consist of 
an examining room, mini-operating room, 
x-ray facility and small laboratoiy They 
could be used in battalion areas of opera¬ 
tions, in areas with large fixed garrisons, 
and would be especially valuable in treating 
civilians in areas without other medical 
help. They could be used to treat minor 
wounds without having to transport patients 
back to San Salvador, nonemergency 
casualties that could be taken to the hospital 
later, and major trauma stabilization when 
air evacuation is impossible, The mini¬ 
clinics could be staffed by paramedics, in¬ 
dependent duty-type corpsmen or doctors, 
who might have to be helicoptered in for 
critical cases. 

• Encourage private organizations to help 
provide care and training teams, medical 
supplies and volunteers for such jobs as 
flying niedevac helicopters. 

• Disseminate information about the critical 
medical shortages to proper U.S. authorities 
and the public, and to the proper authorities 
in El Salvador. 

SOF will continue to provide whatever 
assistance it can to the Salvadorans, but our 
help will not solve this large and growing 
problem. 



THE FACTS: 

Rifle Cases Outperform The Competition 


rifle and shot gun 
cases $59.95. Available In black or 
woodland camouflage. 


QUALITY... 
BY DESIGN 


FACT 1 We use only closed cell foam in our products. 

a. Closed cell foam will not absorb water like the competition’s open cell 
foam. 

b. Closed cell foam will take much more shock and has a much greater 
protective quality than the foam most of the competition uses. 

c. C/osert cell foam will not break down and lose its protective qualities 
as open cell foam does. 

FACT 2 Our zippered front cargo pocket out performs hook and loop style closers. 

a. Zippers keep out more dust and dirt, 

b. Zipper is much easier to handle. 

c. Can be locked. 

FACT 3 Adjustable magazine pouches for keeping magazines tightly in place. 

Magazine pouches hold 20, 30, or 40 round magazines on .223 cases. 


FACT 4 Carrying handles are sewn all the way down both sides for extra carrying 
protection at high stress points. 

FACT 5 Three heavy welded "0” rings on top of the case for attaching 2" wide 
padded shoulder strap. Strap is to be attached to center and top "D" 
rings. Center “D” ring can be locked to zipper slide on cargo pocket. 

FACT 6 Our cases are made of /1 oz. Cordura Nylon. 

FACT 7 Lifetime warranty on materials and workmanship on all products. 

FACT 8 The people at Eagle Industries have been making combat cases, nylon 
holsters, gear bags and many other items of nylon for the gun industry for 
over three years. Quality is a way of life at Eagle. We have been manu¬ 
facturing nylon products for 9 years. If it's quality and dependability you 
want please call or write for our complete line catalog. The cost is $1.00. 


Visa or MasterCard accepted 

Our products are being stocked at dealers across the USA. Dealer and law enforcement inquiries wanted. 

Eagle Industries Unlimited, Inc., 55 Lincoln, St. Louis, MO 63119, 314-968-4144 
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DEMOLITIONS 
by John Donovan 

My task in El Salvador was to teach a 
basic explosives course for 46 sappers of the 
Atlacatl Battalion- In this battalion, the sap¬ 
pers belong to line companies and there is 
no centralized engineer supervision, en¬ 
gineer officer or NCO. 

In addition to basic demolitions, the in¬ 
struction also covered booby traps and im¬ 
provised explosive devices (IEDs), place¬ 
ment, camouflage, perimeter defense and 
kill zones for improvised claymores. 

While instructing the sappers and work¬ 
ing with the personnel in charge of the batta¬ 
lion’s demolitions storage facility, I made 
the following observations: 

• The Atlacatl Battalion has on hand about 
10 kilos of Class A explosives (TNT, dyna¬ 
mite, plastique, etc.); 240 pounds of 8 x 7/8 
60-percent stick dynamite so old that less 
than 50 percent will detonate at high order; 
100 pounds of flake TNT in two 50-pound 
paper bags; some antiquated, stiff, dried- 
out, hard-to-work C4; 750 blasting caps of 
which about 75 percent are usable and 
should detonate (but approximately 25 per¬ 
cent will not due to age and deterioration of 
lead wires). 

• The battalion has no Det Cord, fuse light¬ 
ers, claymore mines or qualified engineer 
instructor. 



Coat—4 pocket, made to military specs, fabric 
Woodland in texture, SM-XL...$26.50 
Trousers—6 pocket style, 50-50 blend, with cargo pocket on leg, 
made to mil. specs., pull tab at waist and drawstring for blous¬ 
ing, Sm*XL, reg and tong lengths...$26.50 
Utility Cap—Baseball style, black sailcloth, w/reinforced front 
and mesh back, one size fits ail...$4.50 

SWAT cap—Solid black cotton, similar to SWAT caps, adj. tab, 
one size fits all...$5.00 
NIGHTSTALKER ASSAULT LOAD: 

Suspenders, black LC-1 style...$11.50 

Equipment Belt, Black nylon LC-1 type...$9.50 

Campass/lst Aid Pouch, Black nylon LC-1 style...$3.00 

Hip Holster, Nice, Black padded nylon with current belt hooks, 

snap closure, tie-down string, .45 Auto and similar sized 

weapon...$16.50 

Magazine Pouch, Black nylon Web, holds two .45 mags., velcro 
closure...$9.50 

Magazine Pouch. Black nylon w/snap closure, specify: M16-30, 

M16-40, or .300...$7.50 

Canteen w/Cover, Black Plastic Spec. Forces issue canteen, 
w/LC-1 style black, nylon padded cover...$8.50. 

Assault Load Complete...$56.50 


All items post paid. Prices and availability of merch. subject to change without notice. 
Please include $2.00 handling fee on orders under $25.00. Send check, money order, or 
VISA/Mas. Chg. number to: 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES 

Box 20064*F 

Oklahoma City, OK 73156 

Send $5.00 for* complete military surplus catalog. 
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HIGH COUNTRY ADVENTURE FOR ADVENTURERS 


From Omega Group comes OMEGA HUNTS LTD. 

"Our hunts are not for everyone. It takes stamina and guts to get a trophy on a fair chase hunt." 

Galen L. Geer, Camp Manager 


Exciting High Country Adventure Hunts in Colorado's rugged Sangre de Cristo mountains. 
Five and seven day hunts for black bear, deer and elk. Also summer fishing trips for trophy 
trout. Send the below coupon for information in 1983-84 hunts and camp schedules. 


LTD. 


From a man 
who seeks his 
adventure 
around the 
world, a 
chance to 
enjoy the 
thrill of our 
great outdoor 
heritage 


YES! I want the 
information on 
OMEGA HUNTS. 


Name , 


Address 


OMEGA HUNTS 


Robert K. Brown 


Professionals: 

Galen L. Geer, Camp Man¬ 
ager for Omega Hunts Ltd., 
brings more than 20 years 
of hunting experience to 
camp. He is well known to 
the readers of Soldier of 
Fortune and Survive maga¬ 
zines. His work has also ap¬ 
peared in Sports Afield's 
Hunting Annual and a num¬ 
ber of other national pub¬ 
lications. His exploits as a 
hunter in Colorado are well 
known for the trophies he's 
tagged. 


Send to: OMEGA HUNTS LTD. 
P.O. Box 1647 
Boulder, CO. 80306 
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STUN! 

STAGGER! 

STOP! 

ANY ASSAILANT WITH 
AMAZING BLITZ OR 
WHIPS 


PALM SIZED INSTANT PROTECTION 

These are the original steel whips, gun blued for low 
profile visibility, small but powerful. They open in an 
eyeblink, deliver stunningly painful blows, rendering 
assailants helpless instantly without breaking bones. 
No matter the odds, with Blitz or Sipo, they're with 
you. Totally guaranteed, of course. 

$ 14 95 BLITZ 


$ 19 95 SIPO 


SPECIFICATIONS: BLITZ: S'/s" closed, 13%" open, 
5 Vi ounces. SIPO: 6" closed, IW open, 10 ounces. 


Dealer 

Inquiries 

Invited. 


GET YOURS NOW! 

Pocket clip included 
To Order, just send your name, and address with check, cash or money 
order to: INCO, P.O. Box 3111 Dept. B(9) Burbank, CA 91504 
$14.95 each for Blitz, $19.95 each for Sipo, plus $2.00 for postage and 
handling. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

INCO P.O. Box 3111 Dept. B(9) Burbank, CA 91504 (213) 842-4094 



PISTOL & RIFLE CLIPS ^FABRICATED 

- AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY - 

Featuring standard and extended sizes for new and 
obsolete models - "Hard to Find” 

SPORTING ★ SURVIVAL * MILITARY 

Remington, Winchester, Ruger, British, H & K, Browning 
Explorer, Marlin, and many more! 


ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE 

For answer to your questions, a self-addresed stampedenvelope is requested. 
For UP-DATED production price list, include 3 bucks to cover our expenses. 
Will ignore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign mail price is $4.00 


D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P. O. BOX 4876 ”B" SYLMAR, CA 91342-0876 U.S.A. 


• For some reason, U.S. policy forbids the 
use of claymore mines by El Salvador; they 
have no explosives to make improvised cla¬ 
ymores and, therefore, nothing for peri¬ 
meter defense. 

• There are no blasting machines or crim¬ 
pers in the Salvadoran Army. 

• They urgently need an adequate supply of 
C4, preferably new and workable, which 
cannot be acquired from private sources 
there. 

• Storage of explosives was totally unsatis¬ 
factory. Demolition supplies were kept in 
an inhabited barracks, between two sleep¬ 
ing rooms. Detonators and explosives were 
in the same containers. The storage area was 
open 24 hours a day with minimum supervi¬ 
sion and smoking permitted in the area. 

Before leaving, I prepared a demolition 
storage SOP detailing the separation of de¬ 
tonators and explosives, storage of detona¬ 
tors in a closed wooden box, storage of all 
demo material in an uninhabited building 
(preferably a bunker) with fire-fighting 
equipment, posting of an up-to-date inven¬ 
tory on the inside door and the limiting of 
access to the demo material to designated 
officers-in-charge (OIC) and key NCOs. 

Based on the observations of the entire 
SOF team, we offer the following recom¬ 
mendations: 

Improvement of Mil Group: 

• Remove the 55-man limit. If this cannot 
be done because of Congressional con¬ 
straints, consider employment on a contract 
or direct-hire basis of qualified former milit¬ 
ary personnel as civilian technicians, espe¬ 
cially as medical, weapons and small-unit- 
tactics instructors with the field units. 

• The Mil Group should consist of highly 
qualified, volunteer, bilingual zealots on 
two-year PCS tours with jump pay and good 
per diem. It should be supplemented by 
sufficient civilian help so the Mil Group 
advisers spend only minimal amounts of 
time on administrative paperwork and max¬ 
imum time working with and for the Salva¬ 
doran forces. 

• Allow Mil Group personnel to go to the 
field with the troops. They can’t evaluate 
what they can’t see. The risk of sustaining 
additional U.S. casualties must be taken. 
Upgrading Weapons & 

Tactical Instruction: 

• Given the poor state of weapons, tactical 
training and maintenance, correcting these 
problems and increasing the fighting effi¬ 
ciency of existing units should take priority 
over creation of new, half-trained units. It is 
better to have 10 operational machine guns' 
with fully trained gunners and adequate 
cleaning materials, than 15 or more that 
may or may not fire due to untrained gun¬ 
ners and inadequate maintenance. 

• Crews should be assigned permanently to 
specific machine guns and other heavy 
weapons, and thoroughly trained in their 
care and tactical employment. This is an 
area in which Mil Group instructors and/or 
civilian technicians can make a valuable 
contribution. 

• Likewise, the use of Mil Group advisers 
or contract technicians in the field with 
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battalion or even company-sized units 
seems to be the quickest short-term cure for 
the various deficiencies in tactics and field 
procedures. 

Army NCO Academy; 

Most of the weapons and tactical de¬ 
ficiencies are the sort that NCOs exist to 
prevent or correct. One result of the Salva¬ 
doran Army’s rapid, recent expansion is a 
critical shortage of competent NCOs. 
Therefore, we recommend the following: 

• Establishment and operation of a school 
— in El Salvador or elsewhere — to train 
selected soldiers in leadership, weapons, 
tactics, methods of instruction and other 
appropriate subjects to prepare them to 
serve as unit NCOs. 

• Establishment of lucrative career benefits 
to attract competent men to serve as NCOs 
in the Salvadoran armed forces. 

• Encourage Salvadoran officers and lead¬ 
ers to respect and make effective use of their 
NCOs. 

Anti-Guerrilla Operations: 

An effective Civic Action program; col¬ 
lection, dissemination and rapid, effective 
exploitation of tactical intelligence; psycho¬ 
logical warfare (to include a local equiva¬ 
lent of the Chieu Hoi program) ; and the use 
of air-transported strike forces to act with¬ 
out delay against located enemy units or 
base camps are the core of effective anti- 
guerrilla operations, and should receive 
more emphasis.^ 



MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 


WWII German newsreels of the great battles, rare Allied 
documentaries. Korea, Vietnam and contemporary 
Soviet Army films reproduced from original source 
materials. Over 200 titles, many available on PAL stan¬ 
dard. Send $1.00 (refundable) for illustrated catalog. 

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS 
Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629 


NEW! 10/22® Q.D. Scope Mount 
with Military Sight System 

★ Installs in Minutes ★ Comes with 1" rings 

★ No gunsmithing * Works with Aimpoint 

★ Repeats Zero * Precision machined 

★ See Under ★ Lighlweight & strong 

★ Includes HK type front sight & hooded rear peep 



FEATHER ENTERPRISES (303) 442 7021 

2500 Central Avenue $1 00 for 

Boulder, CO 80301 complete catalog 


Secret Service 
Issue Telescopic 
Shotgun Stocks 

• Heat-treated steel with 
Pachmayr recoil pad and 
nylon pistol grip. 

• Buttplate can be folded 
on top of receiver for more 
comfortable access to 
pistol grip. 

Fits Remington 870/1100, 
Ithaca 37, S&W 3000, and 
Mossberg 12 gauges. 

$89 + $ 1 Shipping 

We carry a full line of ac¬ 
cessories and custom 
services for riot shotguns 
and the Mini-14, and other 
assault rifles. 

Send $5.00 (refundable) 
for our catalog. 

R&R Enterprises 

P.O. Box 385/Jefferson, S.D. 57038 
(712) 252-0058/Dept. X.N. 






SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife 
Comes With The Documents That Prove It's Authentic! 


ADDRESS 


C1TY_ 


_STATE. 


This sacred weapon is 
still carried by the re¬ 
nowned Gurkha mer¬ 
cenaries of Nepal. 


Get this Military Issue 

original, government "Ordnance Drawing & Specification Sheet", 
plus a copy of the detailed 8-page government contract for the 
KUKRI which shows you this Kukri sees real action. 

The KUKRI is a super chopping knife with a fearsome 12" long blade that is a full VV‘ thick. The 
high carbon steel blade is hand forged so it will take a good, sharp edge. Scale tang. Traditional, 
native hardwood handle. Weight—1 lb. 6 oz. Brand new condition! Direct from the current 
Government Contractor in India. 

Order No. l-F-120 .All for only $17.95 each. 

Here’s What You Get With EACH Of These Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knives 


Beware of FAKES! Our KUKRI is Military Issue! 


Send Your Order To: VISA, MASTERCARD 

ATLANTA CUTLERY “J^fustomers 

Box 839F, Conyers, Ga. 30207 CALL (404) 922-3700 

ANYTIME! 

Please RUSH me: 

_ KUKRI Knives with the Regular Issue Sheath & Accessory 

Knives, plus the 8-Page Government Contract, plus the 
Ordnance Drawing & Specification Sheet that comes with 
each KUKRI. 

_ Amount enclosed by check or money order ($17.95 per 

KUKRI plus $2.00 for Shipping & Insurance for the total 
order). 


NAME 


®. . 




Government Contractor 






\\*e» 


Just Use This Coupon To Order | 


□ 


Send me your complete catalog of knives & knife blades. 
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NOW! A NIGHT VISION DEVICE AT A PRICE 
THAT WON’T LEAVE YOU IN THE DARK .... 
UNDER $1,000 


• Two new Nite-hawk scopes to choose from. 

• Outperforms units costing 4 times as much. 

• Smallest and lightest weaponsight of its kind. 

• Fits most rifles, SMGs, and some pistols. 


See in TOTAL darkness 
Exclusive electronic reticle 
Rugged and reliable active units 


For complete technical information, pictures and pricing information 
Send $3.00 to TECHNIPLAN • P.O. BOX 164 
MADISON, AL 35758 


JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun—All Levels 

“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN CLOSE-RANGE 
INTERPERSONAL CONFRONTATIONS” 

As the originators and developers of modern smailarms technique, we 
constitute the fountainhead of doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Eighteen firing ranges, arm’s length to 1QOO 
meters—three indoor simulators—twenty-four 
expert instructors—seven qualified range 
masters—a complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the 
individual self-confidence of each client to the 
point where he can enjoy a degree of peace of 
mind rarely known in today’s hazardous 
environment. 

Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to-one in range work, and over 
half our practical instruction is conducted with one coach for each pupil. 

Write: P.O. BOX 401S9. AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

Send $2.00 for API brochure. Paulden, Arizona 86334 

A DEGREE FROM API IS 
EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE SOCIETY 
OF THE ADEPT. 





FLAK 



Continued from page 21 


I not believe the amount of investigative 
reporting that went into this, but I also 
could not believe that an experienced, 
highly trained soldier (Bo Gritz) could be 
so duped by his own speeches and lies, as 
to think he could actually accomplish such 
a mission using his grade-school mission 
plan. Thanks for answering so many un¬ 
answered questions — although many still 
remain. 

Fred Tompkins 

Manchester, Connecticut 

At any given time S OF has a number of 
investigative projects under way. 
Although there have been some that have 
requbed quite a bit of work, none has 
taken as much time as the POW/MIA 
issue, and that is as it should be. One 
should keep in mind that the eight SOF 
editors who have worked on the issue 
since 1981 are all Vietnam veterans (one 
Marine , a Korean-era former Marine who 
was a combat correspondent in Vietnam , 
one Army Airborne , four Special Forces 
and one Southeast Asian former Agency 
trail-watcher) and that all eight of us did 
our time in the bush , some as riflemen , 
some as officers commanding combat un¬ 
its. But the real motivating factor in our 
on-going POW/MIA project is that some 
of those POW/MIAs were more than just 
comrades , they were friends. Here at SOF 
we have long held that when “Operation 
Lazarus' * ended there would be more than 
a few questions left over. IPs that type of 
story. For more on that subject see the 
editor's note on page 2. — The Eds. 


VISA/M.C.cqcutOLL FREE-24 hrs;800-82- 
7888: AK/HI.800-824-7919 Ext. 7201 

-r ikflftien r\cl IV7 r~—. ■ _ 1 . 



pests. Target, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound friends! Compressed 
breath gives amazing power! Pierces W plywood! Rugged .38 cal. 
aluminum,125 steel darts,carry case.instructions. 1- niece models : 4W 
Compact, 220' range $9.97! SW Popular, 300' $10.97 f^Magnum 350' 
$11.97! 8'Super-Mag(2-pc.) 450' $19.97! Add $2-00 ..for above; TaJ k e - 

8 own Camo models ! Extra darts $3.50/100! $5.95/200! $14/500! WM! 

onus Buy 2 guns get 600 darts!sling!quiver!patches!muzzle guard! 
targetslcarry box ($22 freebies)! Buy 3 SAME ;-cleaning rod f 900!$32 
freebies!Buy 4 SAME-1-1100+ Mini-gun!$51 ffee!Buy 5 SAME+1300^ 
free 7th gun!$65 freeJBuy 6 SAME+ 1600!free 8th gun! Add $L 95 post- 
flg e EACH rjL gun! 30-day moneyback if not delighted! IF broken 
in 25 yrs. wc’II replace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-S 
Provo, Utah 84603. Send cash, check, VISA, M.C. Buy 17/51/2 only $145 PFd! 
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THANKS SOF... 


Sirs: 

I have just returned from Beirut with 24 
MAB. This is to say thank you so much for 
the copies of your fine magazine. It pro¬ 
vided many hours of fine reading enjoy¬ 
ment. Many people don’t understand the 
long, boring hours spent just sitting with 
nothing to do. The USMC has found a 
true, unforgetting friend in Soldier of For¬ 


tune. 

L/Cpl. Jesse Coleman 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina 


I can still remember the times when I 
would have killed for something to read in 
Vietnam. Bob Brown had similar memor¬ 
ies from his days in an A camp so he 
agreed with the idea of sending the 
Marines in Lebanon 200 copies of SOF 
every month. We encourage our readers 
and advertisers to join in. If you have 
something our Marines could use over 
there contact Headquarters , United States 
Marine Corps , Washington , D.C. and 
they can gi veyou the mailing information . 
— Jim Graves 


H astings 

BUDDY BUDDY... 

Sirs: 

In reference to your article on Operation 
Hastings in your July ’83 issue, you 
couldn’t have picked a better picture than 
the one which appears on page 29. The 
grunt in the river carrying an M60 is Cpl. 
Buddy Lee James, 1st squad leader, 1st 
platoon, I Co 3/4.1 was 2nd squad leader 
and we were together for a year. Buddy 
received a Silver Star and a Purple Heart 
during the operation. They flew him and 
most of the platoon to a hospital ship but 
he raised so much hell with the nurses they 
sent him back to be court- martialled. The 
1st sergeant, however, tore the order up. 
He was former recon and a former primary 
marksman instructor. When he rotated 
back, he went to drill instructors school at 
Parris Island. But they didn’t appreciate 
him either. 


VIET NAM VETS 

WE SERVED WITH PRIDE 

Commemorate your tour "In Country 
with these unique caps 

Navy blue with gold insignia 
(Silver insignia. Air Force) 

Adjustable cap w/mesh back 
MADE IN U.S.A. 

$7.95 each, (check or 
money order only) 

Includes postage and handling 
Money back guarantee 



Insignia 

MARINES 
ARMY 
NAVY 
AIR FORCE 


City 

DA NANG 
SAIGON 


J & G ENTERPRISES, 
P.O; BOX 392C 
MEAD, WASH., 99021 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


MEDALS YEAR 


CONTRACT STATION #22 
9297 FEDERAL BLVD. 

P.O. BOX 327 
DENVER, CO 80221 



BOOK (U.S.A.) 


(303) 469-6227 
O.M.S.A. #3480 


ILLUSTRATED PRICE GUIDE SUPPLEMENT 
FEATURING 

UNITED STATES CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

(1861 - Present Day) 


“FOR THOSE WHO’VE PAID THE PRICE” 

AUTO OECALS DRY MOUNT 

FULLY OETAfLED SELF-ADHESIVE 


U.S. MARINE - RECON 

#1. U.S. MARINE RECON 5”x7” COLOR 

2. U.S. NAVY SEAL-UDT 

3. U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

4. U.S. AIR FORCE PARARESCUE 

SEND $4.00 EACH PLUS $1.00 SHIPPING 
TO; 



By 

ALBERT F. GLEIM 

STEPHEN J. JOHNSON AND DANIEL F. COLLINS 

$7.00 (US) or A4.00 

☆ 55 Medals illustrated. ☆ Prices in U.S.$ and U.K.&. ☆ Dealer Directory. 

OBTAIN YOUR COPY BY RETURNING THE REPLY SLIP BELOW. 

WHY NOT ORDER OUR OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

☆ MEDALS YEARBOOK1983-84 - 5th edition in FULL COLOUR. $14.00 or *8.95 

☆ MEDALS YEARBOOK 1983 PRICE GUIDE SUPPLEMENT - Featuring U.N. 
Medals. $7.00 or *4.00 

☆ MEDALS YEARBOOK MONTHLY GAZETTE - $35.00 or *20.00 per year. 

☆ FULL COLOUR BRITISH MEDAL CHART - 36”X 30” $7.50 or *5.00. 


Please send me a copy of the Medals Yearbook U.S. Supplement: I enclose cheque/money order for 
•8.50 (which included $1.50 postage) or *4.00. 

Name_____ - 

Address s _ 4 _ 


ELITE FORCES SUPPLY COMPANY 
22 ORCHARD STREET 
NEWTON, N.J. 07860 


City_____Zip 

County__Phone 
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Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 

No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 




Competition Ammo Blocks 

Create a customized loading plate 
with ammo blocks. 

Five blocks fastened t 
to board make a 
30-hole tray 
for only $3.95. 

3 models lor Speedloaders 
10-A, DSA, 547. 5B6-A, PYA, M-3A. and 27-A" 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver ™ > 

• SMITH & WESSON 
.38, ,357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag. 

.44 Spec.,.44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long. .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, 

Security Six, Speed Six 

• DAN WESSON 
.38, .357, .22LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 
.38, .357, .44 Special 


See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 

132 Fifth, Dayton, Ky. 41074 


Last time I saw him was at Camp Le- 
jeune, in *67 when he was in 2/2 and I was 
in 3/2. As for his carrying an M60, we 
always tried to have as much firepower as 
the squad leader could direct. 

Keep up the stories — it’s good to hear 
what we were supposed to be doing. 
Mark Cunningham 
Trenton, Michigan 


S F MEMORIES 

AND SPECIAL THOUGHTS... 

Sirs: 

Thanks for the article in your June 
issue, entitled “Charlie’s Luck at Dak 
To.” I was assigned to Ben Hit Special 
Forces camp in 1971. Ben Hit replaced 
Dak To as an SF “A” camp. A244 moved 
west to Ben Idet and I was present when 
A244 closed out and the “Yard” strike 
force became the 95th Viet Ranger Batta¬ 
lion. It will interest Mr. Rose to know that 
Co Sav was still cooking biscuits for us in 
1971. 

Additionally, let me thank you for a 
first-rate POW/MIA Special. In my opin¬ 
ion Col. Gritz has managed to embarrass 
himself as well as bring discredit upon all 
Special Forces troopers, past and present. 
He owes us all an apology. 

Barry Subelsky 
Colombus, Ohio 


S ALVADORAN 

GIVES THANKS... 

Sirs: 

I was bom and raised in El Salvador, 
but because of the war I was forced to 
leave my country six months ago and fin¬ 
ish my high school education here in the 
States. 

Since I read your first report of the war 
in Central America (see “The War in El 
Salvador,” SOF, November ’81), I have 
been wishing to congratulate your 
courageous staff for such excellent stor¬ 
ies. 

I have just finished reading “The War 
on Our Doorstep’ ’ and ‘ ‘Their Fight is Our 
Fight” (July ’83), and I must say that I am 
deeply touched. You can be sure I speak 


- BUTTERFLY KNIFE r* 

ONLY 

$ 39.95 



DOUBLE EDGED 
440 STAINLESS STEEL BLADE 

"Just Like You See In The Movies" 
Cash, Money Order, Certified Check Only 

BOOTS AND BLADES 

P. O. Box 926 

BEAVER FALLS, PA 15010 
Add $2.00 For Shipping & Postage 
- MONEY BACK GUARANTEE - 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


SILENCERS 



54.50 

4.50 


- history, theory, ftinctien, paricrminee, and construct!™. IRustraltd with photos and 
Imvtii Tha most authentic, thorough, up-to-date collection of books on the topic. 

5« Eti EJ+1UI iMWlb .... , . 

Law Enforcement G-ia - Firearm Silencers . 

Silencers From the Home Workshop. A Construction Manual. Photos, Drawings, 

Dimensions. Materials lor Real Guns in Many Calibers 

Firearm Silencers Vol. 1 . 

Firearm Silencers Vol. 2.. 

Home Workshop Silencers I ..... 

The Silencer: Background and Construction ol an Effective Suppressor 
Silencers Patterns and Principles Vol. 1 .. 

Silencers Patterns and Principles Vol. 2. 

How to Build Silencers, an itluslrated manual 
Silencers For Hand Firearms 

Quiet Killers Vol. 1, ... „.. . ... 

Quiet Killers Vol. 2 
Silencers, Snipers. & Assassins 


9.95 

9.50 
.14.95 
.14.00 

11.50 I 

14.50 
.14.50 
. 4.50 
13.95 
. 9.50 

9.50 
.18.50 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF LOCKS, 

Keys, Burglar and Smoke Alarms, and Other Security Devices. 

By Eugene A. Sloene , ..v«... ,...58.95 

Protect your family from crime with pracfical solutions to many of the dangers of a violent society. 
Complete Illustrated instructions for the Installation ol physical hardware and electronic security systems. 


Installing and Servicing Electronic Protective Systems 

Fire and Thett Security Systems ..... 

The Stash Book: How to Hide Your Valuables. 

Methods of Long Term Underground Storage... ..... 

How To Hide Almost Anything 

Security Storage Containers: Design, Construction, and Concealment 
How To Bury Your Goods. .. 

The Koehler Method of Guard Dog Training: 

Personal. Home, Business. Police, and Military, 
ow to Train Dogs foi Police Work 
Ivin Man's Guide lo Better Home Security 
to Opt i Hify Secure Your Home. 


-J9.50 

7.50 
. 6.50 

... 4.50 
. 5.50 

6.50 
5.00 

.15.00 

. 12.00 

9.50 
, 9.95 


SEMI^Q^ FULLY 


FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 

Pncttcal methods to convert your semt-auto weapon to full auto or selector* Art should the need arise. 

Full Auto Volume 1 AR-15 

.35.95 

Volume 2 UZI 

5 95 

Volume 3 MAC-10 

5.95 

Volume 4 Semi Aulo Thompson 

, 5.95 

Volume 5 Mt Carbine to M2 .. 

. 5.95 

Full Auto Modilicalion Manual, HX91, HK93, 

MAC-10, MAC-11, AR-15, Mini-14. Ml Carbine..., 

8.00 

Home Workshop Guns Vol. I: Constructing the Submachine Gun .. 

12.00 

Automatic Firearms Design Book Vol. 2: Conversion ol Cdt 45 Pistol. 

HK9I. HK93, Winchester ‘64. Winchester 490. plus orig, projects 

14,00 

AR-7 Exotic Weapons 

.14.00 

Submachine Gun Designers Handbook... 

,...11.95 

Improvised Weapons oi the American Underground 

8.50 

MAC-10 45 ACP Submachine Gun Receiver Plans 

4 H 


WEAPONS MANUALS 


Comprehensive, Blustritid manuals providing (he follawlng data: dlsasiimbly and reassembly, 
maintenance and cfuning, iperaiton, and description and technical data. 

Colt .45 Auto Pistol: military manuals. 98 pages, drawings and photos 
Hailock's .45 Aulo Handbook: history, operation, takedown, maintenance, 
modifications, accurizing. 

Know Your .45 Auto Pistols, for the collector, history, models, serial numbers, 
proof marks, as welt as function and field stripping data 7,50 

Ml, M1A1, M2, and M3.30 Cal. Carbine . 9.50 


.57.75 


13.75 


AM, M-16, M16AI 
Ml. MIC, MID, Garand 
M-14 Rifle 
F.N. F.A.L 7.62.. 

UZI 9mm Submachine Gun. 
Browning HI Power 
Ingram MAC-10. 

Waliher P-38 ... ... .. 

AX-47 Assault Rifle . . 
Luger P 08 


. 11.00 

9.50 

7.75 

10.75 

6.50 
7.75* 

5.50 

7.75 

8.75 
6.00 


Ruger Carbine Cookbook, Mfni-14 
and 10/22 Operational Manual 
& Accessory Guide 
Mini-14 Ejfdic Weapons System. 

Selective Fire. Silencer, and More 
AR-7 Exotic Weapons System, 
Selective Fire. Silencer, and More 
G3 (Selective Fine HK91). 

HK33 (Selective Fire HK93) 


14.00 

8.00 

8.00 


mmAi ms - mi) vss-oaci 

11106 Magnolia Blvd., No. Hollywood, CA 93601, Afln. Nancy 
him ltA|Kl to Chinn* Orders paid with mjnwf cre*j w cmdl| card 
sent TirMdisletv, parconl check orders held 4 hhIlS. Citdfrg 1 SI.Dfl 


■ 

■ 


SECRETS OF MODERN KNIFE FIGHTING 

By David E. Stoele 

This complete, authoritative text provides the history, meth¬ 
ods, techniques, strategies, and knowledge of weapons 
of knife fighting necessary to personal survival. Fully illus¬ 
trated, 8%"x11", 149 pages $11.95 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
SURVIVAL BOOKS • (213) 763-0804 
I 11106 Magnolia Blvd , No. Hollywood. CA 91601, Attn Gert 
I Prices subieci to change Orders paid with money order or credit card 
I sent immediately personal check orders held 4 w ‘eks Catalog S2 00 
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for the five million peace-loving people of 
El Salvador when I express my thanks to 
you. 

Your magazine, as well as the interest 
and support of your readers, helps keep 
our morale high and gives us the hope and 
strength to fight the Soviet Union-backed 
criminals that threaten our great country. 

Please keep up your accurate reports, 
since we can win our battles but need your 
help to win the war. 

Jose Kreutz 
Bloomington, Illinois 


F or commies 

ONLY... 

Sirs: 

In reference to your ad for a communist 
pilot to defect with an aircraft with che¬ 
mical or biological warfare agents, does 
this also go for American mercenaries 
who are pilots looking for things to do? 
Paul Gibson 
Kingston, Tennessee 
We don *t mean to discriminate , but for 
a positive impact on world public opinion 
the aircraft must be flown by a communist 
pilot. Otherwise , the communists will 
claim, 4 It's a CIA plot . ” Thanks for your 
interest. 

Death to tyrants , 

Robert K . Brown 


U P TO 

SNUFF... 

Sirs: 

While reading “Say Goodbye, Com¬ 
rade Jaws,” in your April ’83 issue, we 
discovered that you dip Skoal. It’s heart¬ 
warming to know that a fellow communist 
hater is also a Skoal brother. 

We are stationed in Germany, in a 
mechanized infantry unit, and agree that 
your magazine is better than our soldiers 
manual. Our hearts are especially soft on 
your support to the Vietnam War and vets, 
and the Afghan Freedom Fighters. 

Being in the Army doesn’t mean we 
agree with all of the concepts, training, 



NAME 


AGE 


i Detective 
ence needed 
Global course 
Learn every investigative technique you wilt need to gel 
that first 10b Employment Assistance . Diploma . 
Equipment . Mail this coupon for FREE FACTS 
No obligation. No salesman. 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


BOX 191-A, HANOVER, MA 02339 


GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R 6'/z to 13 W 6V Z to 13 $48 0B 



10 in. Side Zipper, Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 
over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 
CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank, heavy leather mid¬ 
sole, rolled edge, militar 


beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 
Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 


MASTER CHARGE, VISA, COD’s accepted. 
Send tor our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 


ouyuoo. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 


ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 


This Knife May 
Save Your Life! 


UFEKNIFE 

A COMPLETE 
SURVIVAL 
KIT 



Watertight 
hollow handle 
contains the four 
essentials for survival: 
a 20" wire saw for shelter 
building; matches for fire 
making; hooks, line, needles 
and snare wire for food gathering, 
and is sealed by a liquid-filled 
luminous compass for direction 
finding. OR add what you want! 6" 
stainless steel blade (RH57); 4Y*" 
aluminum alloy handle; weighs nine 
oz,; with leather sheath. 

Send $39.95 plus $3.00 Shipping k Handling 
to: 

UFEKNIFE, INC. 

Box 771, Dept.' SF9 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Calif, res. add 6Vi% 



AWESOME FIREPOWER!! 


M19-A 
BB 

SUBMACHINE GUN 


Imagine—a 3000 BB per minute cy¬ 
cle rate with an effective range of 
over 50 yards —That’s some 
AWESOME Fire Power!!! The 
Ml9-A is simple to use too. Just 
pour in the BB’s (magazine capaci¬ 
ty 3000!), pop in the compressed 
air or convenient 1 pound can of 
auto air conditioning Freon and 
you’re ready for the range! Want a 
pistol version? Well, we have that 
too—the Ml 9-AMP. Get in on the 
full auto action—get your M19-A or 
Ml 9-AMP today! 

STILL $39.00 each or both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

FLORIDA RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 5H SALES TAX. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

LARC INT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND. FL 32751 I 
(305) 339-6699 j 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THATt AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER. 

SIGNED _ | 

SEND ME: □ M19-A □ M19-AMP 

NAME _ I 

STREET_ I 


t CITY, STATE 

I ZIP_ 

t ___ 


SF-9 
-- J 
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See ad pa ge 15 



Three 30 round G.l. aluminum magazines and a 
new G.l. nylon pouch complete with belt 
fasteners. ALSO for your Ruger Mini-14 $39.95 
plus $3 shipping. 

v Send Check, M.O. or Call — 

Sherwood 

International Export Corporation 
TOLL FREE 800-423-5237 

Calif. Res. Call 213-349-7600 18714 Parthenia St., 
Dept. SF9, Northridge, California 91324 


SCOPE BASE for HK-G-3 Rifles. 



The best quick detachable base you can 
buy. Universal top allows use of most all 
types of scopes — NATO, Weaver, Night 
Vision, etc. Made 


DLR.$110.00 $2.00 PSiH RET.$145.00 


Windage Adjustment Knob 

Replaces H&K's d 

Philips head screw * ™ 

setting on all Diopter 
rear sights. 

ONLY $6.95 plus 
50C postage 



FOLDING BI POD Quick detach¬ 
able, all metal construction. Snaps into 
and swivels on HK forearm. Still only 

$45.50 
plus $2. 
postage. 


mag-pac 

Doubles your fire 
for situations that 
an edge. For cal . 

.308. Please spec 
more taping. $12. 

A.R.M.S. 230 W. Center St. 
W. Bridgewater, MA 02379 U.S.A. 
C.O.D. Tues.-Sat. 10:00-5:00 E.S.T. 
(617) 584-7816 Telex 948205 

ARMS WTBR 






COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK 

ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK. FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE "FIELD-STRIPPED ' 
CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE 


SAFE! 

FOR 

DISPLAY 


Ml 921 

THOMPSON 

C01S-81-700 


“STAGE PROP GUNS 


CANNOT 
BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 


SEND FOR 
FREE COLOR 
CATALOG OF 
OVER 50 
MODEL GUNS 


GOV’T. .45 
AUTOMATIC 
C01U-81-300 


$55 (3.00) 


357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
C01P-81-108 .$55 (3.00) 


GERMAN 
P-00 
PARABELLUM 
C016-81-20(1 


$55 (3.00) 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS OF FAMOUS. HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 



U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE, 

C07U-40-048. .$30 (3.00) 




FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 

C07B-40-Q14 $28 (3.00) 



ALL KNIVES 

GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 
C07G-05-09 


&A< Otylf 

HAVE SCABBARDS 

.$20 (3.00) 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 



MEDALS 4 BADGES IffiSKK 5 

THIS “RUPTURED DUCK” IS 
\ MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 

- US- WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
C14U-B1 -018 $4 (1.75) 


GERMAN WWI 1 BLUE MAX” 

C14G-10-01 (W/RIBBON). $20 (1,75) V 

C14G-20-77 (NECK CHAIN) $10 (1.75) 


BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 
$10(1.75) 
$10(1.75) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA. MEDALS, BADGES, FUGS. ETC. 




C15B-10-11B 

C15B-10-11C 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS. NO INQUIRIES, PHONE TOLL FREE 

1-800-638-2000 (IN MD: 301-933-4801) ORDERS ONLY! 


R3< aa oi tn h ■ mail no risk coupon today- 

H COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, INC 
800 SLATERS LANE 
P.O. BOX 1061, DEPT. SO 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA 
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living conditions and organization (it’s 
pretty bad). But that does not mean we are 
not proud to serve America. We are. We 
are ready to give our lives to stop any 
commie anywhere. 

Austin Mapler 
John Asher 
Weisbaden, Germany 

Besides the fact that he likes it, Robert 
K. Brown has found that Skoal makes a 
great impression on the yahoos at things 
like State Department dinners. He says 
they tend to lose their cool When , while 
being verbally assaulted for their sins , he 
puts the nearest glass to a use for which 
they didn't intend it. But he is hell on 
coffee cups around the office. — Jim 
Graves 

W AR BY 

ANY NAME... 

Sirs: 

I’ve had the same argument concerning 
the Vietnam War with several friends and 
cannot find any authority to resolve the 
question. I turn to your publication for 
enlightenment. 

The Vietnam War is generally por¬ 
trayed as a civil war between the Viet 
Cong (i.e., the local or South Vietnamese 
guerrilla fighters) and the United States- 
backed Saigon regime. 

The image of the black-pajama-clad 
peasant guerrilla i$ so strong that most 
people seem to feel that it was he whom 
the United States fought for most of the 
war and who finally brought down the 
Saigon regime. 

I believe that the Vietnam War was not 
an internal South Vietnamese civil war, 
but a conflict between North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam. I vaguely remember that 
the Viet Cong never numbered many more 
than 90,000 troops in 1968 and were 
wiped out by 1968. For the most part, the 
United States fought North Vietnamese 
Army (NVA) regulars, who were sent 
south. Likewise, the fair of the Saigon 
government was not the result of a Viet 
Cong uprising but of a full-fledged milit¬ 
ary invasion from the North that took 
several weeks to push south to Saigon, 
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The question is: Was Vietnam a local 
civil war or essentially a national conflict 
between North and South Vietnam? 
Andrew Allen 
Belvedere, California 

That one has been at the heart of various 
Vietnam theories since back in the 1960s. 
You are correct in that the Viet Cong was 
destroyed, deliberately, by the North 
Vietnamese , according to some sources , 
after 1968 and , yes , Vietnam fell when the 
United States Congress pulled out , refus¬ 
ing to give further support , and the coun¬ 
try was invaded by North Vietnamese reg¬ 
ulars. — Jim Graves 

R efighting 
1948 war. .. 

Sirs: 

Leroy Thompson is one of my favorite 
gun writers, and I have always looked 
forward to his informative, interesting and 
knowledgeable articles. I am, however, 
deeply disturbed by your May ’83 article 
on Glubb Pasha, the “British Bedouin.” 
The article contains many distortions of 
history and outright factual errors con¬ 
cerning the Legion’s 1946-48 role against 
Israel that must be corrected. Knowing 
that you would not willingly mislead your 
readers, I am sure that you will correct 
what is obviously an attempt to rewrite 
history. 

Several points among many: 

1) Jordan is Palestine. It is 77 percent of 
the land area of British mandatory Pales¬ 
tine and was artificially carved out of Brit¬ 
ish mandatory Palestine in 1922 by the 
arbitrary and unilateral decree of Winston 
Churchill and the British Foreign Office to 
create a country as a consolation prize for 
the Hashemite Emir Abdullah, a WWI 
“ally” of the British. (Trans) Jordan did 
not become a sovereign nation until March 
1946 — and even then only by reason of a 
special treaty with the British. 

2) Page 30 — “Terrorists infiltrating 
(Transjordan?) from Palestine” — who 
were these terrorists? Jews? Arabs? What 
would anyone want with Transjordan at 
that time? The Palestinian Jews and the 
Arabs were both far too busy fighting and 
killing each other to even notice or care 
about Eastern Palestine (now called Jor¬ 
dan) let alone to be concerned about infil¬ 
trating it. 

3) Page 31 — “Fearing that the more 
numerous, better-armed Israelis would 
overrun the Arab portions of Palestine, 
King Abdullah ordered Glubb to occupy 
them defensively....” 

Wrong! The Legion was ordered in to 
smash the infant Jewish state and to pre¬ 
vent Egypt’s Farouk from grabbing all of 
western Palestine for himself. 

As for those “more numerous, better- 
armed Israelis,” any student of the period 
knows that the Israeli Army of the 1947- 
48 period was aragteg, ill-equipped group 
of immigrants, always outnumbered and 
out-gunned by the Arabs, and especially 
by the superbly British-equipped and -off- 
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icered Legion. The Israeli Army of 1947- 
48 was a far cry from today’s IDF and had 
a total strength of 30,000, including local 
defense units of which only 15,000 could 
be considered front-line fighting troops. 

4) The Legion was an instrument of 
British policy. It was far from impartial 
and was totally against the Jewish inhabi¬ 
tants of western Palestine. It was superbly 
equipped and officered by the British and 
it was by far the finest army in the Mideast 
in the 1947-50 period. 

5) Page 72 — How can the 2,000-man 
Legion figure given at the top of page 72 
be reconciled with the 11,000-man figure 
given in the fourth paragraph? A 120,000 
man Israeli Army? Based on a total 
population of 600,000 Jews in-country? 

The true figures for that period were 
over 10,000 combat troops in the Legion 
alone, against an absolute total of 15,000 
Israeli fighters — without mentioning the 
Egyptian, Iraqi, Syrian, Saudi, Lebanese 
and Palestine Arab Liberation armies. 
These groups comprised at least 30,000 
additional combat troops, together with 
their additional armor, artillery and air¬ 
craft. 

An even more significant figure is that 
the 600,000 population of the infant 
Israeli state was attacked by the combined 
30-mi [lion population resources of the 
Arab world, and that Israel lost 6,000 
dead, fully one percent of its population, 
in that war. To use a popular analogy, this 
would be as if the United States lost 2.3 
million in Vietnam — in one year! 

6) Page 72 — The Legion saved the 
Moslem holy places in Jerusalem — from 
whom? The Israelis? They never held 
them, and anything but a total victory for 
the far superior Legion against the ragtag 
Israelis would be tantamount to a defeat. 

7) Page 72 — The Israelis repeatedly 
attempted to assault the heavily defended 
hilltop fortress of Latrun from the sur¬ 
rounding open lowlands with raw un¬ 
trained immigrants right off the boat, 
many of whom had never held a gun be¬ 
fore. Remember, this was 1948, there was 
no Israel armor, artillery, air support or 
IDF as we know it today. Over 600 died 
from the Legion’s machine guns that day 
under the hot sun in Latrun’s fields. 

8) Page 72 — “The full strength of the 
Israeli Army... ” in 1948 was pitiful. It 
was not today’s superb IDF and IAF, but a 
motley collection of poorly trained im¬ 
migrants armed with museum pieces such 
as 98 Mausers, rusty Stens and Piper 
Cubs. That they were not totally overrun 
by the superb Legion and the six other 
armies ranged against them was truly a 
miracle. 

The list of errors, distortions and omis¬ 
sions goes on and on, and I cannot help but 
think that the author’s views may have 
been swayed by his British education. 

The information contained in this letter 
is based upon the following authorities, all 
of which I recommend to you for future 
reading on the subject: The Arab-Israeli 
Wars , Herzog, 1982, O Jerusalem, Col¬ 
lins and Lapierre, 1972, Israel, theEmbat- 
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tied Ally, Safran, 1978,1981, Arab-Israel 
Conflict Atlas, Gilbert, 1974. 

Thanking you in advance for this oppor¬ 
tunity to set the record straight. 

David Mayer 
Miami Beach, Florida 


I would first like to thank you forstating 
that I am one of your favorite writers, and 
also for using * * is 9 9 rather than * * was 9 9 in 
that context. Whether we agree on the 
facts or their interpretation, I would like to 
compliment Mr. Mayer on a very intelli¬ 
gent and well-presented rebuttal. As he 
surmises, I am obviously pro-British and 
pro-Arab Legion in the article. I purposely 
gave the article this slant for two reasons. 

First, it is an article about Glubb and the 
Legion and my emphasis was on them and 
the events as they saw them. Secondly, the 
history of the Arab-Israeli conflict — 
especially in the United States—has been 
written almost entirely from the Israeli 
slant. I have attempted to balance that. I 
would ask you if your reply is not written 
from a predisposition to de fend Israel at all 
costs? In fact, to make things more cur¬ 
rent, I would be interested in having SOF 
readers serving with the U.S. Marines, the 
French 2nd Rep , or the Italian Bersaglieri 
write concerning the press portrayal of 
Israeli forces in Lebanon right now and 
whether or not this portrayal is accurate or 
slanted. 

In reply to some of the specific points 
raised by Mr - Mayer: ‘ ‘Jordan is Pales¬ 
tine ” is an interpretation; however, I used 
the term Palestine to refer to the mandated 
area granted independence on 14 May 
1948. As far as figures are concerned, 
both sides tended to ‘ ‘cook 9 9 them to make 
themselves look good, but even Gunther 
Rothenberg in his authoritative The Ana¬ 
tomy of the Israeli Army gives Israel com¬ 
bat strength of up to 45,000 in 1947 and 
80,000 in 1948. The 2,000 figure for the 
Legion refers to the initial commitment, 
while 11,000 was the figure reached after 
reinforcement and the commitment of re¬ 
serves. 

The Israeli forces may have been armed 
with 98 Mausers , but the Legion was 
armed with Lee-Enfields. Which is more 
effective is open to question. The Israelis 
may have had rusty Stens, but the Legion 
had Lewis guns. Once again citing 
Rothenberg, in 1948 the Israelis had over 
1,500 medium or heavy MGs and more 
than 11,000 SMGs. Their firepower 
wasn 9 t all that anemic. They also had most 
of the Legion’s ammunition, which they 
had captured from the Egyptians. Israeli 
assaults on Latrun were heroic, but so was 
the Legion’s defense. 

I have read all of the works you cited, 
but can Chaim Herzog (an Israeli general) 
and Nadav Safran, for example, be consi¬ 
dered any more unbiased than the veterans 
of the Arab Legion J talked with or diaries 
which I consulted? I agree with you that 
the list of “errors, distortions and omis¬ 
sions goes on and on. 9 9 My question is: 
Who continues to propagate diese errors? 


Even Rothenberg in his preface makes the 
point that accounts of Israeli campaigns 
are often distorted. I admire the IDF im¬ 
mensely, but I think they should be evalu¬ 
ated by the same criteria as any other milit¬ 
ary force and not by the * t Army of God 
rose-colored glasses which seem to color 
any discussion of Israeli military history. 

One final note re my respect for the 
IDF: Ifs not by accident that an Israeli 
paratrooper shares the dust jacket of my 
book Uniforms of the Elite Forces with the 
SAS and the Special Forces. 

Leroy Thompson 5? 
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Continued from page 17 

one last tour of duty should contact the 
Navy. 

W ORD 

WAR REOPENED... 

Almost a decade after the last heli¬ 
copters lifted off with the final load of 
American troops leaving Saigon, the 
role of the American media in that war 
is undergoing critical examination, 
most noticeably by correspondents 
who were in Vietnam. Some attribute 
the Tet “defeat,” or even that of Viet¬ 
nam itself, to the war’s messengers 
because of biased, anti-war coverage. 
(See “Word War” by Robert Elegant, 
SOF, December ’82.) 

As part of this self-examination, the 
University of Southern California Jour¬ 
nalism School, Los Angeles, hosted a 
four-day seminar, “Vietnam Reconsi¬ 
dered: Lessons from a War,” originally 
conceived by and for Vietnam corres¬ 
pondents. When word of the seminar 
got around, however, the conference 
scope broadened to include almost ev¬ 
ery facet of America’s longest war. 

Dave Wyrick, who attended for SOF, 
lamented that an objective, dispas- 
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SPECIAL ON RARE LIMITED EDITION! 
NARVA 1944 by R. Landwehr, clothback, 184 
pgs, 6” x 9”, illust. many are previously un¬ 
published drawings, rare 1st ed. List price: 
$6.95 4- $1 p&h. Special offer when mention¬ 
ing this ad: $5.95 post free. This is the first 
English-language account of the Narva battle 
in detail (Jan.-Sept. 1944) on the Eastern 
Front. This is the story of the European vol¬ 
unteers that fought at narva in the ranks of the 
Waffen-SS. Follow this titanic battle as the 
Waffen-SS battles the Red Army (out¬ 
numbered by 25 to 1 odds!) from Narva, 
Estonia, to the military collapse of Europe to 
the Communists. Send a stamped self- 
addressed (please type or print neatly) envelope 
for a free book list on the Third Reich & 
WWII. Bibliophile Legion Books, Inc., Box 
612, Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 
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sionate re-evaluation of the press’s be¬ 
havior in Vietnam did not occur. “The 
conference could have served a 
worthy purpose, had it provided a ba¬ 
lanced input and study of all the facts 
about Vietnam. Sadly, it was just 
another exercise in anti-American rhe¬ 
toric, signalling a new effort by the 
liberal press to do as it has in the past.” 

Little patience or interest was shown 
by most journalists for views that criti¬ 
cized the prevalent anti-war theme that 
permeated most of the dispatches 
from Vietnam and this conference. 

The final word on Vietnam has yet to 
be written. 


R evenge of 
ARGENTINES... 

Are Argentina and Great Britain pre¬ 
paring for round two of the Falkland 
Islands War? If the amount of rearming 
both countries are doing is any indica¬ 
tion, chances are strong that they 
might be. 

Hardly had the last shots been fired 
than Argentina embarked on an exten¬ 
sive rearming campaign. In fact, some 
experts think Argentina is stronger 
now than before the war. 

The Argentine Air Force, which per¬ 
formed well in the 73-day war, lost 100 
airplanes and helicopters to the British. 
Now they have added 10 Super Enten- 
dard jets and a number of Exocets to 
their arsenal, as well as 70 1A1 Dag¬ 
gers and Dassault-Breguet Mirages 
(the Dagger is an Israeli version of the 
French Mirage fighter plane). The 
Argentines have also purchased a 
Cl 30 Hercules transport from the Un¬ 
ited States and two Bandeirante patrol 
aircraft and 12 Xavante fighters from 
Brazil. 

Argentina’s navy turned in a less 
stellar performance, but is rearming 
with the intention of correcting the 
weaknesses revealed in the fighting. It 
has purchased four destroyers, four 
submarines and six corvettes from 
West Germany. 

The British are keeping a careful eye 
on Argentina’s rearmaments and 
doing some of their own. They have 
turned the Falklands into a fortress at a 
rumored cost of two million pounds per 
day. Government sources have esti¬ 
mated that Falklands defense costs 
through 1985 will be 2.5 billion pounds. 
To protect the islands and their 1,800 
inhabitants, the British are keeping a 
force of 4,000 men on the islands. No 
simple feat since the Falklands are 
8,000 miles from Britain. 

L ast 
laugh. .. 

When President Reagan agreed to 
attend the Marine Corps’ 207th birth¬ 
day celebration at the White House 
Rose Garden last November, he sent 
his staff scurrying for a Marine joke to 




TH 

EDITION 

CATALOG 


BIGGEST EVER 

NEW FROM 
NUMRICH ARMS 

THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST 
SUPPLIER 
OF GUN PARTS 




NEW - up to date - ISSUE 
I.ISTS & PRICES the 200 million 
items we stock. GUN PARTS 
FLINTLOCK to MODERN - U.S. - 
Foreign - Commercial - 
Military - MACHINE GUNS 

1000 s of Illustrations 
Helpful Schematics 

OVER 425 pgs. 

Used by Gunsmiths, 
Shooters, Collectors, 
Militaries the world over. 

Surface Foreign $5.95 
Airmail Foreign $12.00 U.S. Funds 


NUMRICH ARMS CORPORATION 




BECOME A 

DEADLY 

WEAPON 

IT’S DANGEROUS 
OUT THERE ON THE 
STREETS AND 
YOU’RE ON YOUR 
OWN! 


NOW YOU CAN MASTER 

TIGER CLAW 

KUNG-FU 

IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME! 

THE DEADLIEST FORM OF HUMAN COM¬ 
BAT EVER DEVISED! 

FOR INFORMATION SEND $2.00 TO: 

TIGER CLAW KUNG-FU 

33 PRINCESS STREET 
WINNIPEG, MAN. CANADA R3B 1K1 



THE MILITARY 
SURPLUS 
CATALOG THAT 
HAS IT ALL! 

• Replica Guns 

• Police Goods 

• insignia 

• Clothing • Camping 

• Footwear • Knives 

• And much more 



im 


For your copy of this 48 
page book, send 11.00 
to cover postage and 
handling. (Refundable 
with first purchase.) 
Canada and Overseas 
(via airmail) send $3.50 


CATALOG DIVISION DEPT SF 
P.0. BOX 354 MARIT0N. NJI08053 
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BE ORIGINAL! V BE GENUINE! 

GENUINE GOVT. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Current Gov’t, issue. Water repellant and urindproof 
with velcro cuffs, collar tabs, and a concealed hood in 
collar. A comfortable all-weather jacket with four large 
outside pockets and adjustable drawstring waist. 

Available in current Gov’t, colors; 

GI Olive Drab, Woodland Camoflage (current issue). 

Also available in Gl Desert Tan. 

For proper fit specify chest and height measurements. 
Sizes: x-sm, sm, m. Ige. Lengths: reg, short, x-short 

$49.95 

x-lge ....................... .$ 54.95 

SAVE! Buy 2 or more and save $2.00 on each jacket. 

GENUINE GI COLD WEATHER LINER 
Our cold weather liners are genuine Gov’t, issue. Fully 
lined with 100% polyester fiberfill; 100% nylon quilted 
outer shell. 

Only $16.95 x-sm, sm, m, Ige 
$19.95 x-lge 

Add 10% for shipping and handling. 

Send $1.00 for catalog (free with purchase) to: 

ALPHA MILITARY INDUSTRIES, INC. 
P.O. Box 14674 
Chicago, IL 60614 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
& LAW ENFORCEMENT 



The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
__our staff have trained hundreds of 
^_men in resident police academies. 


Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it...Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

{ Everything explained in easy-to-understand lan¬ 
guage, complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
and photos. You receive materials and instru¬ 
ments you need to actuary learn by doing 
as you follow simple instructions. You’ll 
learn everything from patrol procedures, 
criminal investigation techniques — finger¬ 
prints, photography, gathering evidence 
— to traffic control, accident investiga¬ 
tion, crowd control and making arrests. 


COURSE INCLUDES 4 BIG KITS 


Crime Scene Photography. You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. Fin¬ 
gerprinting Field Kit includes powder, 
brushes, fingerprint strips, sensitizing 
pad to lift latent fingerprints . Traffic Inves¬ 
tigator's Field Kit. Helps you reconstruct 
the scene of the accident. Includes acci¬ 
dent template, skid-speed computer, 
marking crayon Crime Scene Investi¬ 
gator's Kit. Includes transparent rule, tri¬ 
angle. graph paper, house furnishing tem¬ 
plate and architect's template 
everything you need fustetef? Ate .scene of 
the crime. Plus ilfuttrated Policemen's 
Glossary and much, much more. 


g 



I Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RS073 

| 4400 Campus Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92660/ 
I Please rush free facts that tell how l can 
j learn Police Sciences at home. No obli- 
| gation, no salesman will call. 


ADDRESS_ 

CITY/STATE /ZJP__ 
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“DISPLAY YOUR MEDALS NOW!” 

OB Hflll 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA ^lETNAM 
How to claim U.S. Medals FREE! All Services 
Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges. Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

M FREE CATALOG H 


Write ►► MEDALS, 2414 F Cedarwood Court 
Today! Marietta, Georgia 30067 


NEW TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

/ Now get 2 Blowguns in 1 

/‘.SURVIVAL WEAPON 



SILENT POWERFUL I 

Exotic Sports Presenlsthe NEW 2 in 1 Yaqua 4 Vi' and 
2’ Blowgun combined. Through modern engineering 
comes the first Blowgun of Its kind! (2) Two units 
connected makes 4Vi' Blowgun (range 200'), 
1 unit makes a 2’ Blowgun (range 80’). The 
new Take-Down model is great lor Hunters. 
Back Packers, Hikers, or any SportBman. 
Comes complete with its own case for 
easy carrying & storage. ASTOUND 
FRIENDS! After minutes of prac¬ 
tice you can hit a beer can at 200 
leet. The dart Is so fast and 
powerfully propelled by 
ordinary breath that it can 
pierce even with a blunt 
poInltNot a tDy,darts 
e spring steel. 
They fly taster 
than the eye can 
see, have killed 
mountain Hons. 
Cleverdart kit 
lets you adjust 
derts for 


Kills Varmils. Caliber is .38 
Length is 4.5 feet. Mouthpiece is rub¬ 
ber. ol patented design. Material is alumi¬ 
num. Comes in its own carrying tube. Hunt¬ 
ers use "long" darts for large animals. Police 
use 'very short" darts for dog control (just for skin 
pricks). This latter concept could be useful to contra! 
larger domestic animals The lives ol Amazon Indians 
depend on the same principles as these lightweight 
American-made copies ol Jungle blowguns, as Improv¬ 
ed by modern engineering and materials. Complete 
with 100-dart kit. $18.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling 
Order by mall from: (Dealer Inquiries Welcome) ’V 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129 F Foyette, Mo. 65248 

VISA/MX.&C.0.D.-I0U. FREE- 
24 HOURS l-m-227-1617.Elt.601 


Soundproof 
Your Bedroom 
Electronically 



The Steepatr on in effect soundproofs your 
bedroom electronically at very low cost and 
induces sleep in a very safe and natural way. 
The Sleepatron works by making a sound 
like heavy rain that drowns out extraneous 
noises that keep you awake or awaken you 
and gives you a secure feeling It also 
induces sleep because the primal instinct of 
man is to want to sleep when the sound of 
rain is heard. Some of our customers who 
had been taking sleeping piffs for years have 
reported being able to give up taking them 
after receiving their Sleepatron. Many 
people who have to sleep in a noisy 
environment have found it to be a godsend. It 
is also a great help for those who must study 
or concentrate in a noisy environment. It is a 
great companion to the traveler, being small 
and completely portable. $75.00 or send for 
free literature. 

GARDINER ELECTRONICS 602 - 274-9681 

Dept. 67,4729 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013 


Aviation A.V. Library 


presents 



FILM FEST 

Censored and banned from televi¬ 
sion. Available only on Video Cassette 
in the original uncut version released 
by the Major Studios. 

TWO full length action packed features 
certain to jolt your nerves and satisfy 
the die-hard combat film buff. 
“WARKILL” and “THE STEEL CLAW” 
stars George Montgomery and the ac¬ 
tual guerrilla veterans of the Pacific's 
most savage WWII jungle warfare. 

3 HOURS PLUS! An action double-bill 
from a strafing-bombing run on 
Manila’s Dewey Blvd. to a last-ditch 
Alamo like battle guaranteed to have 
you gripping your armchair. 

Specify Beta or VHS . 

Both full length features only $59.95 

(Total Running Time: 3 hrs. 15 min.) 

Send to: FERDE OROFE FILMS Suite 168 
702 Washington St., Marina del ReV, CA 90291 

U.S. and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50, CA res. add 6V2% Sales Tax. 
Visa & Master - include card no. & expiration. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE (800) 854-0561, ext. 925. 

In Calif. (800) 432-7257, ext. 925. 



AWESOME HAND TO 
HAND COMBAT WEAPON 
DEVISED BY MAN ... 


16^ oz head with a 4” blade. Made 
of 440c stainless steel. Balanced 
for throwing, solid pawl for 
pounding. Reverse tapered eye, no 
wedges needed. 20" straight grain, 
air dried hickory handle. 
Blade guaranteed against breakage. 

met mailing and handling$34^** 

H & H BARREL WORKS, INC. 

1520 S.W, Rlh Ave.Dcalj. FI 
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EVERYONE HAS DONE A KAMIKAZE DIVE 
REMEMBER YOURS! 

ER IS A PERSON: 


V) <a . 
8* 


HaT can tell the true story, and some 

•WHO IS TOUGHER THAN THE NEXT GUY 
• THAT YOU CAN COUNT ON 

SEND $9.95 IN CHECK On MONEY ORDER TO: 

KAMA ZE Dive CLU0 lrd.’“ 

? O. HVS. CanAl Str««l Station SOF 93 

rtuw York, M.y. 100)3 

You will receive our gold tour color printed Kamikaze tee-shirt. 
our club bumper sticker, and a Kamikaze card 


3 CC 

u v 
£ z 


tell. One staffer, acquainted with the 
military joke collection of SOF’s Dave 
Isby, called him, and Dave came to 
the president’s rescue with a refitted 
Gurkha joke. 

At the party, Reagan told the joke 
about the Marines who attended an 
Army parachute school and were told 
that they would practice a low-level 
jump from 800 feet. One Marine ser¬ 
geant asked if they couldn’t jump from 
500 feet instead. The Army jump- 
master, incredulous at the suggestion, 
informed him that would not be advis¬ 
able since the parachutes would not 
have time to open from that height. 
“Oh,” the Marine asked, “we’re going 
to use parachutes?” 

Not one Marine in the Rose Garden 
cracked a smile at the Commander-in- 
Chief’s joke. “I think you’ve heard it 
before,” Reagan observed wryly. 

Let’s hope the last laugh is not on 
the Marine Corps, whose members 
should be taught better political man¬ 
ners, or on Dave for supplying Ron 
with a stale joke. It could have nipped 
Dave’s career as Washington’s joke 
laureate in the bud. 


Z IMBABWE ARMY 
ATROCITIES... 

Citing what it calls “firm evidence,” 
Africa Now Magazine, in its April ’83 
issue, accuses Robert Mugabe’s Zim¬ 
babwean Army with killing hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of innocent civi¬ 
lians in Matabeleland, stronghold of 
Joshua Nkomo’s dissident ZAPU 
(Zimbabwe African People’s Union) 
organization. (Nkomo fled Zimbabwe 
last spring because he feared he 
would be killed by Mugabe’s forces 
and now lives in London.) 

Refuting the government’s claim 
that any civilians killed were 
accidentally caught in crossfire be¬ 
tween army troops and armed rebels, 
Africa Now claims: “Many hundreds of 
civilian casualties were not the 
accidental by-product of an ‘anti¬ 
dissident’ campaign but were deliber¬ 
ate.” 

Africa Now says it has documented 
113 killings and numerous beatings 
that did not involve ZAPU members. 
One such incident was that of two sis¬ 
ters, both pregnant, who were 
bayoneted to death by army Fifth Bri¬ 
gade members because they were be¬ 
lieved to have been impregnated by 
“dissidents” and the soldiers “wanted 
people to see what dissident babies 
look like.” 

The African magazine reports that 
Fifth Brigade has been arriving at vil¬ 
lages and townships with lists of local 
ZAPU officials and activists. They and 
sometimes their families are killed or 
detained. One source quotes a Fifth 
Brigade officer as saying that their job 
was “to break the ZAPU infrastructure 
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and they were going to make sure they 
finished the job.” 

But it’s not just the North Korean- 
trained Fifth Brigade that is engaged in 
these civilian atrocities; Africa Now 
also accuses the police, Police Sup¬ 
port Unit and paratroops, the latter two 
comprised primarily of ex-Rhodesian 
soldiers. 

The killings have not involved just 
civilians, according to Africa Now. 
Some 13,000 of the National Army 
members are former ZAPU guerrillas 
and a purge of them is reportedly 
underway. “A series of secret military 
court martials has begun. Defendants 
are allowed no defense and conviction 
is followed by secret execution,” the 
magazine reports. 

Mugabe’s ruling ZANU (Zimbabwe 
African National Union) party contends 
that it is merely trying to avert a “Zero 
Hour” coup by ZAPU and the majority 
of the deaths are those of ZAPU infras¬ 
tructure members. Ip an attempt to 
stop the rumors of government atroci¬ 
ties, Mugabe has promised that jour¬ 
nalists can journey to Matabeleland to 
see for themselves. Critics and villa¬ 
gers claim that the killings haven’t 
stopped as a result, but that the sol¬ 
diers now burn bodies to destroy evi¬ 
dence of civilian deaths, rather than 
leave them to rot as a lesson to others. 


G urkhas train 

IN U.S.... 

Gurkhas, the legendary, 
courageous Nepalese warriors who 
have served Great Britain for 168 
years, trained for the first time in the 
United States last spring in Fort Lewis, 
Wash. The 1st Battalion, 7th Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles, 650 
men, arrived in early February ’83 for 
six weeks training. 

Other British units have trained in 
the States, as part of a NATO ex¬ 
change program, but this is a first for 
the Gurkhas, who are expected to get 
more realistic training with live- 
weapons firing than is generally avail¬ 
able in Europe. 

The Gurkhas, who carry a 
trademark — the razor-sharp, curved 
kukri knife — came to the United 
States armed with a different knife — a 
$20 Falklands souvenir blade; these 
knives and “Falkland Islands 1982” T- 
shirts were both for sale.^[ 
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★ 12 SHOT ★ 
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PISTOLS 

¥ 

“EASY-LOAD”, 

NO THUMB 
BUSTER DESIGN 

¥ 

FACTORY 
GUARANTEED 

¥ 

PROOF TESTED 

¥ 

2 EXTRA ROUNDS 
Sugg. List $9.95 Item No. MAK 1210 


Ask your Dealer for RAM-LINE. 
Send $1.00 for catalog and 
complete information. 


RAM LINE, Inc., Dept. 393 

406 Violet St. Golden, CO 80401 
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The Golden Rule 
of History — 


l$ose who 
have the weapons 
make the rules." 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types . . .** 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil's Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


LEGIONNAIRES 

SURVIVAL 

BOOT 

KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 
Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Model 
K-99-A 

Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fullv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES GO. DEPT. BK-9-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11530 




ELECTRONIC WEAPONS 
— SYSTEMS - 


• BLASTER WAND DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 
type explosive electric discharges. For hostile situations. May 
be lethal $59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• BLACK BOX BLITZER battery powered device, use to stun 
fish, electrify objects, protect perimeters. Can be made lethal. 
$59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• LASER GUN SIGHT/SHOOTING GALLERY practice steadi¬ 
ness, can be used for point sighting most weapons. Includes 
electronic target. $399.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automatically provides ac¬ 
curate records of all calls. For order taking only $24 50 

• VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non-lethal — pro¬ 
duces moderate to severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
from outside. $59.50 Infopack/Plans only $5.00 

• POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING WEAPON For destroy¬ 
ing insects, ants, aiding in burning leaves and brush piles. 
Still not cleared by our legal dept, for sale due to potential 
liability and labeling. Plans only available at this time $8.00 


Catalog of many electronic devices for surveillance, protec¬ 
tion , detection etc. SI .00. Included tree with any of the above 
purchases. Send cash, check, M0, VISA, MCto: 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 

P.0. BOX 716. AMHERST, NH 03031 


The River Rat 

A New, Explosive Novel 
about the Strangest 
Operations in Vietnam 

Based on fact, Hollis 
Powell’s impassioned, 
tragicomic tale of one 
aspect of the Vietnam 
War grabs your atten- 
H|i tion and never lets go. 
A fast-paced and en¬ 
grossing reading ex¬ 
perience! 

Order your copy 
today $10.50 



EXPOSITION PRESS, INC. 

Dept. SOF, 325 Rabro Drive 
Smithtown, N.Y. 11787-0817 

Please send me_copies of 

THE RIVER RAT @ $10.50 plus $1.50 
postage and handling per copy. N.Y. 
State residents add tax. 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $__ 

Name_____ 


Address. 
City_ 


.State. 


-Zip. 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $1.00 per word per inser- 
tlon — $20.00 minimum. Personals 50 cent 3 per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remitt¬ 
ance. Insertion will not be made without payment. Include 
name and address In counting number of words. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colorado = 
2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
Please type or print ail ads. We do not furnish proofs. All 
ads MUST be received by the 15th of the fourth month 
prededing cover date. Advertisers offering Information 
packets for a fee MUST send a sample of packet. We 
reserve the right to delete or change any copy which we 
determine to be objectionable. Mall to SOLDIER OF FOR¬ 
TUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 60306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR.__ 

LE MERCENA1RE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert activities. $12.00 year. 
$15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St„ Aurora, IL 
60506. (76)_ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United Stales armed forces surplus clo¬ 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first 
aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O, Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (72) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. 
( 00 )__ 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free Vietnam Photos - ') $2.00. 
WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, Milford, DE 
19963. (75) 

$100,000 REWARD 

FROM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



PILOT TO DEFECT WITH INTACT 
SAMPLES OF CHEMICAL AND/OR 
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE AGENTS. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine will pay 
$100,000 to the first communist pilot to 
defect to the West from Afghanistan, 
Laos or Cambodia in an aircraft designed 
to deliver and equipped with lethal 
chemical and/or biological weapons 
To receive this reward, the chemical 
and/or biological agents must be authen¬ 
ticated by a laboratory sanctioned by 
Soldier of Fortune. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine is the sole judge of 
any dispute arising over this reward and will 
determine any person or persons entitled to 
share therein. Its decision on any point or mat¬ 
ter connected with the reward shall be final and 
conclusive. 



Sortd $2*00 for flrpchuro- 


PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF9, Orlando, FL 32860. 

££)_ 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 complete, ready 
to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77004 (713) 859-0531. Catalog ot related 
devices, $2.00. (73)_ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-69, 504 Yafe SE, Albu¬ 
querque, NM 87106. 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refund¬ 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, W| 53012. (82) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing ot elite com¬ 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDER’S ARMY 
SURPLUS, 8568 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. (73) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, Ger¬ 
man and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated catalogue 
$5.00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic with catalogue! 
RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (72) 

AFRICAN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: RPD 
belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and paratroop 
insignia and badges; original foreign cammies and web gear — 
any quantities; will buy or trade for what you need. Peter 
Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, AZ 85018. (TO) 


SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, and more original designs on t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long stamped en¬ 
velope. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A- 
79, £04 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat- A killing and 
mutilating art with advanced dynamic meditations to develop 
the unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illustrated 
$9.95 plus $1.00 p/h: Check or money order to: GREEN DRA¬ 
GON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 
60626. (71)_ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toil Free ordering 
and Immediate shipmentSend long seif-addressed stamped 
envelope lor free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WES' ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-99, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. _ 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43, anything, anywhere, work alone, short 
term only. Bounty hunting. Will take commission job. JtM, P.O. 
Box 415, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (76) 

LGCKSMITKING, General & Automotive, UNLIMITED !N- 
FORMATION — $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if unsatis¬ 
fied). L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Pest Street, #1048F, San Francisco, 
CA 94109. (75)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY—Marty unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, ’creative’ Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Frep Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 No. Bivd., Flushing, NY 11354. 
(73) 


FREE CATALOG 

LATEST ISSUE 

Books on; Survival, Revenge Weapons, 
Self-defense, Demolitions, Knife fighting, 
Military, Silencers, Sniping, Keys & Locks, 
Clandestine Operations, improvisations, 
Special Forces, Guerilla Warfare, CIA Ser¬ 
ies, First Aid, plus much more! 

"The best in the field" 

"Time is running out, 
you better start preparing now/' 

For q rush catalog, send to: 

Ken Hale - Survivalisf (503) 
McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


ESCAPEOLQGY ... Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains in seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.0C N. WIL- 
SQN, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (71)__ 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the ex¬ 
tremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning THERMITE 
incendiary $12.00. All three, $20.00. AMERICAN (NDUS- 
TRIES, P.O Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (74) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All jobs 
considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and expected. 
Contact. THORN, P.O. Box 8, Buffalo, NY 14212. 


IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA¬ 
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, pocket 
bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder $125.00. FM 
Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, long-range wireless 
mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper beeper set $600.00, sound 
activated recorder $150.00, special listening devices from 
$50.00, automatic recorder switches $40.00, new 1983 cata¬ 
log $2.00. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspen- 
glen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (73) 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 
HSJ, Springfield, MQ 65801. (71)_ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLESSINGER, 
P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150._ 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1 .25 ACRE! Canadian Land $1.00 
Acre! Repossessed Homes St.OO plus Repairs! Each Report 
$3.00, all $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 5741-SOF, Yuma, 
AZ 65364. (72)_ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches and police. 
All genuine, Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2.00; add $1.00 if 
1 st class mailing desired. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-59, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


MARKED CARDS — BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossible to 
detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class — postpaid delivery!! 
$8.00 per ceck (3 for $21.00 — $72.00 per dozen). PENNSYL¬ 
VANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadelphia, PA 19138. (73) 



A [? VENTURERS 
AND TEST SET 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, Oft MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED. NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK flLBBER 


$85 


With Shippinq & Ins Paid 

CASH. CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
VISA MASTERCARD ’ 


* Send card number and expiration date 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 


• Battery powered Field Phones • Sound powered Field Phones 

• Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: SLOG (U.S.) 

V l £t -Amertc an‘ 
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GENUINE MEDALS —Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 

Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver Star $40.00; Bronze 
Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; Armed Forces Expedition¬ 
ary $15.00; Vietnam Service $15.00; Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add stamp in trade and $3.00 
Postage. Most others available. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. 
MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples Road, Brookline, MA 
02146. (617)731-0000. (73)_ 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (74) _ 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. No 
investment, training, work from home full/part-time. Free re¬ 
port THE BAILBOND GUIDE, Box802-SF5, Baton Rouge,LA 
70621.(71)_ 

TIGER STRIPE CAMMO FATIGUES, Rip-Stop cotton, 4 pock¬ 
et jacket; 6 pocket pants, $50.00 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221, Mastercard & VISA Accepted!_ 

BOUNTY HUNTING — legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2.00 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, 
Box 152, Depew, NY 14043. (72)_ 

FIREWORKS — Fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices; 
countless items; illustrated catalogue $1.00 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONICS DEVICES, Box 711 S13, Grand Haven, Ml 
49417. (76)_ 

HAN FOR HIRE: Army Vet seeking short-term work. Most 
anything — make offer. JOE, P.O. Box 290, Clarendon Hills, IL 
60514. (72) 



Hie 
Mercenaries 


The truth about men who fighl for pay told 
in 300 fact and adventure packed pages, 
39 photos, and 2 mercenary contracts! Re¬ 
viewed in Soldier of Fortune as “A wealth of 
background information for the scholar 
and soldier of fortune." $3.00 to; 

FREE COMPANION PRESS 
P.O. Box 542 
Sugar Land, TX 77478 


FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordenng catalog of pre-1945 Gennan flags, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated catelog, 
$5.00. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (71) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG— $1.00 Jackets, 
pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine Gl. KAUF¬ 
MAN’S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-29, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque. NM 87106. 


AMAZING ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT: Automatic Tele¬ 
phone Recording Device $20.00, Telephone Listening Device 
$30.00, VOX unit $35.00, Voice Activated Recording Control 
$45.00, FM Wireless Mike $35. Send $3.00 for catalog. 
A.T.I.S., Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 


COMBAT SANDALS n 

FOR LAND 
& WATER: 

RUNNING 
RIVER FORDING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGIES/DESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 

— a a 

Send;$36. ♦ $2. UPS 
Extra Laces: $1.50 
Or lor more info & 
loot sizing sheet, 
write or phone: 
(619) 436-2222 
M/C or VISA hy phone 
Deafer Inquiries Invited 



» TOP SOLES (Leather) highly water resistant. 

• BOTTOM SOLES (Rubber) non-marring. 

• BINDING SYSTEM (Nylon) & SOLES are Brown. 

• LACES [Nylonl V Wide, are Brown. Blue or Red. 

LENGTHS; 4 to 13’ > Men: 5 to 11? Women. 

WIDTHS: |N| Narrow to Med: |W| Wide to Med. 

II a pertcct medium, order (N) 

Write usual width it known 
4/or send tracing ol loot while standing. alp sandals 
THE RUNNING SHOE SANDAL 250-D N. HWY. 101 

THAT WILL OUT LAST A BOOT! ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


World's Largest Manufacturer or Athletic & Combat Sandals 
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SOF BERET 
8 INSIGNIA 


TOP 

QUALITY 
RED BERET 
made to U.S. Gov't specifications $13.00 
post-paid SOF COLORED ENAMELED 
INSIGNIA $7.00 post-paid. Specify beret 
size. 

SOF EXCHANGE - P.O. Box 687 
Dept. 983 — Boulder, CO 80306 


MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don’t get mad, get 
even. Work alone, shortterm, discreet, confidential. SKIPPER, 
P.O. Box 546455, Surfside, FL33154. (76)_ 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80’s, blockbuster, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory cf mail order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 
230SF, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71)_ 

FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES FORMULAS, professional, 
using easily obtainable chemicals. Over 40 formulas with in¬ 
structions. Send $19.95 money order only. PYROTEC, P.O. 
Box 176, Bountiful, UT 84010. (74)_ 

BE A GUN DEALER — Official Federal Firearms License Kit. 
Application forms, instructions, Directory of Wholesalers; 
Firearms, ammo and accessories, BATF “BOO’s’’ and 
ADDRESSES. Complete Gun Dealer Guidelines. The most 
complete kit available anywhere ... $4.95. YOUR OWN 
STATE GUN LAWS .. $1.95. CONCEALED WEAPONS 
BOOKLET ... $2.50. S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 780-SOF, Mocksvil- 
ie NC 27028. (72)_ 

HAVE VIDEO RECORDER, WILL TRAVEL. BATS. 933 Cen- 
tral Ave., Alameda, CA 94501. (415) 523-6811. (72) 

INVESTIGATOR S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex¬ 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding “skips,” 
runaways, missing persons, and others in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $7. Our catalog and samples of 
technical investigative training reports (i.e. surveillance, inter¬ 
rogation, homicides, anti-wiretapping) just $2.00 — free with 
SKIP TRACING COUNTERTECH, Box 5723, Bethesda MD 
20814. (72)_ 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.5Q a brick, 
rockets $2.00 a gross, M-80’s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box230Z, 
RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (71)__ 

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS, Free in¬ 
formation with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
ADVENTURERS. P.O. Box 1160, Pacifica, CA 94Q44. (73) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every two months! The best new 
books on weaponry, the martial arts, seif-defense, survival, 
and creative revenge. $1.00 PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 
1307-BFF, Boulder, CQ 80306, (72)_ 

TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, exactly the same as used in 
Nam, Finest Quality. $12.00. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221.__ 

SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3.00. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 

MERCHANT MARINES, seafaring adventure and employ¬ 
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page Directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA- 
TIQNAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (79)_ 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION!! Hoard of stalling silver bullion 
bars, bearing the infamous German WWII style eagle. Invest¬ 
ment items! Only $12.95, three for $35, nine for $99. SILVER 
INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008 (73) 

SURVIVAL WORLDWIDE is again accepting applications for 
its 2-day Survival Course. No miracles, just solid knowledge. 
Prepare for emergencies, natural disasters, nuclear attack, 
economic collapse, anarchy. For further information, write: 
SURVIVAL WORLDWIDE, P.O. Box 7304, Reno NV 89502. 
(71) _ 

SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK — Latest edition,over 80 
photos, where to buy, prof, printed; $8.00 opd; TANZ, Box 
14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (71) 


LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: Professional, proven secrets 
.. track them down yourself... cheaply, easily!! Money back 
guarantee, $4.00, Postpaid. LSP, Box 163/SF, Wemego, KS 
66547. (73)_ 

ID. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, Ran¬ 
gers, SEAL Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para-rescue, 
Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec¬ 
tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure 
$1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept 1, Long 
Green, MD 21092. ___ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre¬ 
nades) — An essential part of the survivaiist’s inventory. Excel¬ 
lent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, 
etc. Large generating capacities and extremely dense smoke. 
All fresh and fully guaranteed. We pay shipping charges in 
U.S.A. Send $1.00 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and other important products. SIGNUS, Box 3371 2-K, 
Phoenix, AZ 85067. (73) _ 

PYRO SUPPLIES, MS0 Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, rock¬ 
et supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRODUCTS, 
P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79)_ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for Police Catalog, BPEC, 
Dept. SF1182,17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. 
(76)_ 

DIVQRC E DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, property 
you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25c. EDEN, Box S410-DD, Fountain Val- 
Icy CA 92708 (71) 
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TO SUBSCRIBE, RENEW OR 
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


□ 1 YEAR $26 

□ 2 YEARS $52 


□ New Subscription 

□ Renewal 

□ Payment enclosed 

□ Address change 

For rates outside the 50 
states of the United States 

WRITE; 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Subscription Dept. 

P.O. Box 310 
Martinsville, N.J. 08836 
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GUN FOR HIRE — Ex-Ranger & Mercenary — professional 

investigator — high risk contracts. Contact: STRINGER, Box 
934, White River Jet., VT 05001-0934. (78) 

DOCTOR TRAINED IN GENERAL ANESTHESIA, facial 

trauma, experience in interrogation, military background. P.O. 
Box 23553. Jacksonville, FL 32241-3535. (71) 

MILITARY SURPLUS — Chemical/Biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military clothing and equipment. SASE for catalog. JR 
SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $5 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available — phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (73)_ 

PHP, survival and personal protection supplies, training and 
equipment, is accepting applications for distributorships. In¬ 
vestment Required, not a get rich quick scheme, but good 
income for those willing to work. Write PHP, P.O. Box 7304, 
Reno, NV 89502. (71)_ 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, Immigration Law, Relocation, Employ¬ 
ment, Information booklet, Airmail $7.00. Cash or U.S. Postal 
M.O. AMERICAN ATTORNEY. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warm- 
baths 0430, South Africa. (72)_ 

CAN YOU: Trace anyone, anywhere; get unlisted telephone 
numbers; beat the lie detector and PSE; tail or ditch a tail; run 
driver’s license, property, credit and personal record checks; 
open virtually any lock or safe in a few seconds? DO YOU 
KNOW what device listens thru almost any wall, what exotic 
surveillance gear works and where lo buy it at a savings of 
30-50%, how to alter common objects into electronic surveill¬ 
ance gear, the 11 undetectable bugs, what (CIA) chemical lets 
you read through envelopes, how to buy super cheap night 
vision devices, what counter-measures work and those that 
don't, how to defeat bug detectors, worid-wide sources for 
exotic gear? One NBC reporter calls it "the most dangerous 
book ever published.” HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANY¬ 
BODY, $29.95 plus $4.00 handling. AUBURN-WOLFE, P.O. 
Box 623, Holmes, PA 19043. TOLL FREE 1-800-345-8112, in 
PA call 1-800-662-2444. _ 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.l. mainstays from Korea to 
Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio, 38-54 MHz FM transceiver 
with accessories: $39.50, 2/S77.50. R-174 Communications 
Receiver, tunes 1.5-18 MHz, AM, CW, SSB, military, short¬ 
wave, amateur radio frequencies: mint $47.50; good $27,50. 
R-108 Vehicle/Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. ARC- 
27 Aircraft Guard Receiver, 220-248 MHz single channel: 
$12.50 mint. VRC-7 Vehicular/Field Radio Set mint in original 
cartons (RT-70 Transceiver, Audio Amplifier, Power Supply, 
Mount, Antenna, Accessories): $137.50.45 Day Replacement 
Guarantee. Information/schematics included. Add $9.50 ship¬ 
ping. $5 apiece postpaid: H-113 Earphones: M-29 Micro¬ 
phone; Field Radio Techniques Manual. BAYTRONICS, Dept. 
SOF, Box 591, Sandusky. OH 44870. _ 

CIA/SEAL TEAMS/SPECIAL FORCES Electronic Booby- 
traps for canteen, cameras; Ml6 and AK47 magazines, etc. 
Report, $3.00. Catalog, $1.00. CANNIBAL’S, P.O. Box 692, 
Champaign.IL 61020. (71) 


MAC-SOG T-SHIRTS. The famous design on an O.D. shirt, 4 
color design $7,50. A.H.A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

CAMOUFLAGE FABRIC. Actual U.S. Government Issue, For 
MILITARY Clothing. Free samples. Send S.A.S.E. MASADA 
ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 69, Highlands, NJ 07732. (71) 

TOP-RISK ACTION GROUP. Got enemies? We shift odds in 
your favor. Outside U.S. only. No reds. Contact: JOE, P.O. Box 
2094, Chapel Hill, NC 27514, (72)_ 

MX-MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. Countless ads, arti¬ 
cles, reviews. $10/yr., $17.50/2 yrs., US, Canada; $24/year, 
Foreign. (To 9/30/83). MX, P.O.B. 3, Depl. SF, Torrington, CT 
06790. 203-482-7667. Sample $1. (71)_ 

NEED PRIVACY? Remail Service. Receiving-Forwarding. 
Code names O.K. Details: DM ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 5896, 
Dept. SF, Columbia, SC 29250, (72)_ 

CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/Bandannas $2.50: 3 for 
$6.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

EX-MORTAR NCO seeks mercenary work. Anything, any- 
where. P.O. Box 811, Perryton, TX 79070. (71)_ 

COMPETITIVE PRICES, military surplus, clothing and field 
gear, knives. Price list $1.00. BLADE AND BARREL, Box 
2121F, Oroville, CA 95965. (72)_ 

SABOTAGE FRITZ! "Choose Mondale — Carter Did" bum- 
perstickers, 2/$1,5/$2,10/$3,20/$5,50/$10. AMERIPAC, Box 
1682D, Bellevue, WA 98009. (71)_ 

FREE CATALOG OF SURPLUS AND SURVIVAL EQUIP¬ 
MENT. Genuine Issue and quality U.S. manufactured gear. 
We are so sure that you will like our prices, quality, and person¬ 
al service that we send out our catalog free. Write or call 
COMMAND INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES, 1034 Broad 
Ave., Belle Vernon, PA 15012. 412-539-7050. (71)_ 

CUSTOM DESIGNED EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, brass 
pins, and insignia. Free info: NDI, Box 66659, Marietta, GA 
30065. (73) 
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NEW... Same 
design on O.D. 
t-shirts...add $1.00 
per shirt extra I 

•VIETNAM VETERANS • 

•At last... This is the T-SHIRT you've been waiting for! Your 
RVN service medal design handsomely silk-screened on a fine 
quality cotton/polyester t-shirt. Contrasting blark artwork on 
heather gray looks superb. Only $8.95 each, plus $1.50 P &H 
per order. Please be sure to include size. (S,M,L,XL) 

•BASEBALL CAPS in black with same design look great alone or with 
the gray t-sbirt. One size fits all. Only $7.95 each, plus $LS0 
PAH per order. 

• VINYL STICKERS with same design only $2.00 each, plus 50c PAH 
per order. 3i"x 3^’ size is ideal for use on cars, cycles, guns, etc! 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 

S.S. Viking Dlv. Ring 

Large Size Only. In 
Heavy Silver Plate... 

* 120.00 




Black S.S. Caps 

M-43 Take down style. 

Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes... 

*18.00 
or S.S. Officers 

(w/Silver-top trim)... S25.00 i 

Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog...S3.00/FREE with order 

W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


QUICK SHOT RIFLE SLING lets you carry weapon across 
chest, yet bring to shoulder instantly. 25 cents for information. 
StayAlive, P.O. Box 175, Waterloo, Wl 53594._ 

DESERT CAMMO SUITS, as issued, 4 pocket jacket, 6 pocket 
pants, $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. Master¬ 
card and VISA Accepted! 

BECOME PROCESS SERVER. Average $12 to $36 per hour. 
Business booming! Free Information-decal. PROCESS SER- 
VER, Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (73)_ 

BE A BLACK BELT: Valid promotion based upon life experi¬ 
ence. Standard Certificate $9.95, Deluxe $24.95, Wallet ID 
Card $4.95. Send history of life experience qualifications to: 
LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 68231. Oak Grove, 
OR 97268. Certificates signed by ranking Black Belt. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available; Zapruder film, videocassettes, photographs, litera¬ 
ture. Catalog $2.00; COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 114, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec, Canada. (74)_ 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAILING — Veteran guarantees most 
reliable remailing. Lowest price. No monthly fees. SASE to 
RICHARD K. BALDWIN, P.O. Box 732, Madison, NJ 07940. 

G.l. COTTON O.D. MUMMY Sleeping Bag Cover-new-$ 15.00 
ppd; Surplus Airline Inflatable Mae West Vest w/.2 C02 car- 
tridges-new-$20.00 ppd. UNITED CHAMBERS TRADING 
CGRP., 83 Chambers SI., N.Y.C., NY 10007. Mastercard, 
VISA, and American Express accepted. No phone or COD. 
(71)_ 

MULTI-USE MULTI-APPUCATION INSECT REPELLENT: 
Produced exclusively for United States Military; Large quanti¬ 
ties for export or domestic; T.M. PROCESSING, 393 N. Morri¬ 
son Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. (408) 995-6533. (71) 


ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON, dual function .22 cal. 
Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four sheets, 
simple construction, failsafe design. Send $10.00 to: SAR- 
DAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 38101- 
0644. (72) 


Military Radio & Communications 

WESTERN W1FJELE88, INC. 

Business (415) 372-8805 
Technicians (415) 372-7661 
4840 Tahoe Circle 
Martinez, CA 94553 

• Military Surplus 

• Electrical Equipment 

• Test Equipment 

• PRC/VRC/GRC 

• Interference Detectors 

• Night vision 

• Manuels & Related Accessories; 
Speakers, Handsets, Antennas, 
etc. 

• Specialize in repair 


SEND $3.00 

FOR CATALOGUE TODAY! 


PHONE INQUIRIES WELCOME! 


AMBUSH VICTOR CHARLIE in the Delta. Snatch NVA Cadre 
in the Highlands. Neutralize the VC Infrastructure in a vide. 
RECON, the roleplaying game of the Vietnam War. $10 from 
RPG, INC., Box 485, Lincoln, AR 72744. (81)_ 

JOBS NOW. Coast to coast coverage of current job openings. 
Free information. AMERI-CAREER, Box383A, Valley City, OH 
44280. (73)_ 

FLY FREE! World wide, "Space A 83." (Compliled by Connie 
Conner.) Officers, enlisted, active, reserve and retired. A travel 
guide for Military Personnel and their families. "Space avail¬ 
able travel is one of the greatest fringe benefits provided by the 
Military." “Space A 83" is 294 pages crammed with useful 
information. It also features discounts on airlines, trains, auto 
rentals, charter flights and hotel/motels. $7.50, make check 
payable to M.T.N. and send to MILITARY TRAVEL NEWS, 
P.O. Box 9P, Oakton, VA 22124._ 

KUAN SHU PUBLISHING CO., INC., announces new titles of 
interest to martial artists. NEGATIVE LIFE ENERGY - $5.00; 
THE NINJA ART OF KUJI KIRI - $9.00; WIND WARRIORS: 
The Art of Being Invisible - $9.00; THE LOST ART OF l-CHIN - 
$9.00; NATURAL TAI-CHI - $11.00; INTERNAL KARATE - 
$11.00; CORRESPONDENCE COURSE, BASIC KNIFE 
FIGHTING #1 -$11.00. KUAN SHU PUBLISHING CO., INC., 
432 South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (71)_ 

MERC FOR HIRE: Expert electronic security and alarm sys¬ 
tems, electronic surveillance, electronic counter measures, 
and communication/navigation. Expert small arms. Twelve 
years military. F.C.C. 1st Class license. F.A.A. Licensed A/P 
mechanic. Nevada certified paramedic. High risk-high pay. 
Confidential. All serious inquiries considered. SPOTTER, P.O. 
Box 12010, Reno, NV 89510. (72) _ 

KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES —C-4 from 
camp stove fuel, plastic explosive from bleach plus many many 
others. Easy instructions. Send $9.95to INFORMATION PUB- 
LISHING CO., Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79762. (74)_ 

MILITARY POSTERS: original U.S. familiarization posters, 
showing Soviet equipment, CBR methods, etc. Set of 7 differ¬ 
ent posters, $19.50, postpaid. U.S. awards and decorations 
poster, $5. PARAGON SALES, INC., P.O. Box 2022, Joliet, IL 
60434. (815) 725-9212. (71)_ 

HOW TO MAKE A .22 cal pen gun with ordinary tools and 
materials, $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650, Carolina, P.R. 00628. 

U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMMO UNIFORMS (BDU) Latest 
Issue, 4 pocket jacket, 6 pocket pants, $43.00 per suit. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver,CO 00221. Mastercard and VISA 
Accepted! 


PROTECT YOUR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS! Get Alan 

Gottlieb’s book "Rights of Gun Owners,” $3.00. SAF, Box 
1682D, Bellevue, WA 98005. (72)_ 

SOLDIERS SPECIAL-BLOWGUNS-CAMMO PAKS. 4 foot 
blowgun, $16.95; Fanny Pak, Day Pak, $15.95 each. Shipping 
and handling $3.00 each. Also trail packs, duffel bags, stuff 
bags and luggage. Colors available. Send for free brochure. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. PACK HOUSE, P.O. Box J, 
Mesa, AZ 85201. (71)__ 

SURVIVAL KNIVES — Knuckle knives, boot knives, throwing 
knives, stars. All at discount prices. Send $1.00 for list. SPE- 
CIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (74) 
POLICE AND FIRE SCANNERS, radar deTetfors,~two-way 

radios. Whistler 02000 $189.99, SuperFox V\xer. ViV*39, 
Bearcat 100 $279.99, Regency Ml00 $194.99, Wilson WH 
2510 $479.99. (plus $3.00 shipping). Send for free discount 
catalog. SCANNERWORLD, 10-SF New Scotland, Albany, 
NY 12208. (518) 436-9606. (74)_ 

VIETNAM SLIDES. Authentic, taken during war. Catalog 
$1.00. D. KEEFER, RR Box 442, Buchanan. Ml 49107. (75) 

SHARPEN ANY EDGE IN SECONDS. Simple, easy to use. 
There is no device as efficient as this re-sharpener. It is light. It 
is small. It is so readily storable you may choose to carry It in 
your wallet. 3 for $6.00 postpaid. DEPT. V.M., 6815 2nd Ave. 
So., Birmingham, AL 35212. (73) _ 

"ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisation"— 
incredible manual reveals secret techniques used by profes¬ 
sional operatives {schematics included). $15.00. A.T.I.S., Box 
4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126._ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible manual, 
“Homebrew Bugging," outlines wiretapping, bugging and 
many other ingenious, yet simple techniques used by profes¬ 
sional operatives, $15.00. Send $3.00 for catalog, A.T.I.S., 
Box 4060, Dearborn, Ml 46126._ 

CATCH THE SCUMBAGS! Our new manual "Countermea¬ 
sure Cookbook" shows how to build inexpensive and outland¬ 
ish security systems such as remote control of tear gas bombs, 
high voltage, recorders, cameras and explosives. $15.00. 
Send $3.00 for catalog. A.T.LS, fcox 4068, Dsarbom, Ml 
48126._ 

NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
Gun dealer instruction course, 20 chapters, $4.95; Federal 
Laws, $2.50; Your State Laws, $2.50; 500 Wholesalers, $3.50; 
Machine Gun License Manual, Forms, $3.50; Concealed Gun 
Permits, $2.50; All publications above, $13.95. Free Catalog. 
REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 
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Ransacked, Your'Prized Pos- 
sessions Gone, and even Loved 
Ones in Danger? Protect your Home 
with 'AT YOUR PERIL” Decals on each 
wmdow.'Even if you do not have an Alarm system or gun the 
Burglar not knowing, will move on to an easier target. 

The Burglar s greatest fear is to trip an alarm and then face 
The Armed Citizen. So turn that power of fear to your advan- 
vantage. Order Now before it Happens to You. 

DECAL 3Vz" DIAM. is Bone white on Jet Black sticks on in¬ 
side or outside of glass. 

4Decals $ 4.98-Save! 8 For $ 7.98 

“19 WAYS TO PROTECT 

»HWbS«Sl". 0 «^ FR0 “ 

Fast Delivery • Money Back Guarantee • Clip Ad. 

T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT.SF-1 

428 UNION AVE. PATERSON. NEW JERSEY 07502 


MERC FOR HIRE — One to three man team available. All 
offers considered and held strictly confidential. Courier, body 
guard and high risk operations our speciality. Irnmediate re- 
sponss. N.G., Box 302, Cape May Court House. NJ 08210, 

FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS — Guaranteed satisfaction, send 
Si for postage, McLISA, P.O. Box 1755, Dept. SF-831, Hono- 
lulu, HI 96806. (74) _ 

RHODESIAN VETERANS interested in holding a reunion con- 
tact (805) 928-2895. (71) _ 

FOR HIRE — S.E. Asia veteran. ’68-70. LRRP’s, with EXTEN¬ 
SIVE international experience/training as courier, executive 
protection, and other duties. VGA, P.O. Box 309, 
Schenectady, NY 12301. (73) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BADGES, equipment, KEPI’s, 
etc. $2 cash illustrated lists. MILES, Holbeach Hurn, Holbeach, 
South Lincolnshire. England PE128JE. (72) 


DISCOUNT MILITARY EXPLOSIVE, boobytrap. silencer, 
machinegun making books. $1.00 for list. CASSADAY, 8690 
Aero Dr., M-184, San Diego, CA 92123. (72) _ 

“LAZERSTUN” DEFENSE WEAPON — Shoots high intensi¬ 
ty rays that blind! (CAUTION: Victims purport DISORIENTA¬ 
TION.. .BLACKOUTS.. .FAINTING!!!) Nonlethal. Handheld 
device temporarily “bleaches” pigments in the eyes’ retina. 
(Similar to device featured on television's C.H.I.P.S.!) Fully 
assembled. Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL PHALANX, Box 
131, Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Catalog, $5.00.) _ 

EX-MARINE LIEUTENANT, Vietnam veteran. Small arms, 
tactics, parachute qualified, requires hazardous employment 
overseas. Security, undercover, commando raids, etc. MAL- 
DONADO, Box 287, Colby, KS 67701. _ 

RETIRED MARINE seeks unconventional employment. Ex¬ 
perienced helo gunner, drill instructor, M.P., supply, training. 
TOP, 5010 Poplar Level, Louisville, KY 40219. (71) _ 

FIREWORKS — ORDER NOW — (or best selection. Send 
$2.00 for a catalog to — SPARK FIREWORKS, B6B9 Lake 
Road, Seville, OH 44273, (71) _ 

EXECUTIVE PROTECTION AGENCY seeks agents and 
clients for security and para-military. Write Box 6762, Bend, 
OR 97708. (75) _ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT 

(“World's Greatest Selection!’’). Complete line of Investigative 
Transmitters, Telephone Applications, Recorders/Recording 
Devices, Tracking Systems, Night Vision Scopes, Counter¬ 
measure, Telephone Scrambers, Letterbomb Detectors, 
Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kits, Emergency Locksmithing 
Technology, Bulletproof Vests, Electronic Defense Weapons 
and Technical Security Equipment virtually impossible to 
obtain elsewhere!!! “We have what you’re looking for...” 
(New 1983 Professionals Catalogue, $20.00, Refundable; 
Surveillance Device Schematics Portfolio, $25.00; General 
Catalogue, $5.00.) Send orders: MICROTRQN*, 500 Hawley 
Building, Wheeling, WV, 26003. VISA/MASTERCARD Car- 
dholders Call: (304) 233-8007. __ 

DRUGS NARCOTICS ANALYSIS KIT $175.00!!! For profes¬ 
sional on-the-spot identification of barbituates, amphetamines, 
cocaine, opium, codeine, morphine, marijuana, hashish, he¬ 
roin, L.S.D., and many more.. .Chemical reagents, easy in¬ 
structions and handsome case included. Send orders: 
MICROTRON*. 500 Hawley Building, Wheeling. WV 26003. 
VISA'MASTERCARD Cardholders Call: (304) 233-B007. 
(Catalogue, $5.00). _ 

INVESTIGATORS 24 HOUR CASSETTE RECORDER 

$225.00!!! Gathers quality long-term recordings. Includes: 
built-in supersensitive microphone, telephone wiretaps, one 
cassette and autostop. Full feature. Compact. AC/DC. Excel¬ 
lent for investigators, court reporters, executives.,. ("SATIS¬ 
FACTION GUARANTEED!’’) Send orders: MICROTRON®, 
500 Hawley Building, Wheeling, WV 26003. VlSA/MASTER- 
CARD Cardholders Calt: (304)233-8007. (Catalogue, $5.00). 

BRITISH — EX-FALKLAND VETS seek soldiering employ¬ 
ment. Only genuine offers. GNR McNALLY, 12. AD. REGT. 
RA, Kirton Lindsey, S. Humberside U.K. (71) 

AIM YOUR PISTOL IN TOTAL DARKNESS. Nightfighter 
sights are the first practical answer to accurate night time 
shooting. No gunsmithing required. $12.95 per kit. FLYING H 
ENTERPRISES, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 545, LaVergne, TN 
37086. 


FREEDOM FIGHTERS. Here is your plane, fighter, bomber, 

reconnaissance, air support. Small, fast, easily repairable, in¬ 
expensive. MILLER, 8717 Shaver Rd., Portage, Ml 49061 
USA._ 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVER’S PERMITS, Police/Security 
badges custom made, full color brochure, $1.00. K- 
PRODUCTS, P.O.B. 27507, San Antonio, TX 78227._ 

MINIMANUAL OF THE URBAN GUERRILLA: firing teams, 
ambush, sabotage, and bank assaults. Send $6. WILDCAT 
PUBLICATIONS, 7 Michigan, East Dundee, IL 60118. 

NIGHT VISION SCOPE — See in the dark with only Starlight, 
Streetlights, or Mopnlight available! Powerful, magnesiumf- 
louride optic illuminates persons and objects. Durable alumi¬ 
num body, excellent image, detail quality meets government 
specifications. RLE #97, T length, 2W' diameter. Send 
$125.00 each: MICROTRON* 500 Hawley Building, Wheel¬ 
ing WV 26003. (Catalog, $5.00). VISA/MASTERCARD Car- 
dholders call: (304) 233-8007._ 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, Dealers in Uniforms, Insignia 
and Equipment. List $1.00. Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. 

TWENTY USEFUL SIMPLE formulas for survivalists. Explo¬ 
sives, indendtaries, chemistry, others. Send $3.00 to: D & R 
ENTERPRISES, Box 14741, Cleveland, OH 44114. 


AXIS ORDERS OF BATTLE 
You may knowAo*r and where 
the battles were fought. Now 
you can have the rest of tfie 
story! These new, 1981-1983, Orders of Battle reveal the 
most detailed OB data available in the English lan¬ 
guage on World War 2 unit histories, wartime locations, 
officers, soldier psycholpgy, and organization. 

Write nowTor FREE Catalog and Samples. 

GAME PUBLISHING 

3355 Birch Circle, Allentown, PA 18103-4512 



ATTENTION: ABN SF Light Weapons specialist with security 
training and background, seeks employment immediately. 
Anything but red work considered. Respond with complete 
offer to ST. PAUL, P.O. Box 2887, Laurel, MD 20708. 

KNIVES, ALL TYPES. Also historic weapons. Unbeatable 
prices. $2.00 for color catalogs. DeINTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., 
S.l„ NY 10306. _ 

SURVIVALIST, PARAMILITARY, Law Enforcement items. 
Books, SMG accessories. Send $2.00 for catalog, $8.00 for 
T-shirt w/logo ppd. TACTICAL-ASSAULT, Box 35, Elwood, IN 
46036. _ 

NINJA DEATH TOUCH by Ashida Kim is NOW AVAILABLE! 
Learn the secrets of the invisible warriors, including Dim Ching 
(Nerve Point System), and Dim Hsueh (Blood Gate System). 
5Vfe x BVfe softcover, 41 photos, 104 pages, $12.00 postpaid. 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307-BKC, Boulder, CO $ 0306 . 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in¬ 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1094A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (74) __ 

PROFESSIONAL VOICE STRESS ANALYSIS on potential 
group members or associates. Reasonably priced. For in¬ 
formation send $2.00 and LSASE to: CONDOR LTD., Dept. C, 
4436 S. Vivian Street, Morrison, CO 80465. (72) _ 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT, Survival Gear, Government Sur¬ 
plus. Low prices. Send $3.00 for our all new 1983 catalog. 
Refundable with first order. ADVENTURES UNLIMITED, P.O. 
Box 20130-SF, Affton, MO 63123. 


COLLEGE DIPLOMA ^ 1 DAY 

Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available Beautiful exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 
inquiries confidential. Color catalogue $3 

ALUMNI ARTS 


Dept. SFQ Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 


BECOME A GUN DEALER — BIG PROFITS! Manual covers 
licensing, purchasing,records — everything! Lists hundreds of 
top wholesalers, includes official forms. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESSCO. Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
1232. Uniontown, PA 15401. __ 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign Medal 
Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5,00. Full refund 
if not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah St., St. Louis, 
MO 63135. _ 

FIRST SHOT CONFIDENCE! Hostage and situation targets 
1984 edition. Life size image! Serious subjects! Send $2.00 for 
home combat range plans and target catalog: FIRST SHOT 
CONFIDENCE, P.O. Box 19030, Dept. 123SOF, Houston, TX 
77224. __ 

BRITISH MILITARY BERETS, with Insignia, $25.00 each. 
S.A.S. Tan Beret, Parachute Regiment Maroon Beret, Com- 
mando Green Beret. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

QUALITY KNIVES — Reasonable prices. Full color catalog 
$2.00. RECON DC), 930 Hialeah Dr., Suite #2, Hialeeh, FL 
33010. (73) _ 

COMBAT RESEARCH. For graduate research project, am 
seeking contact with vets who have been wounded in combat 
and come “near death” as a result, to participate in national 
research project by confidential interview or questionnaire. 
Serious inquiries only. CAPT BOB SULLIVAN, P.O. Box 540, 
Willow Grove, PA 19090. (215) 659-3900. 


VHS & BETA OWNERS! Survival training color video film — 
191 minutes! SASE for free leaflet. SURVIVAL FILMS OF 
AMERICA, P.O. Box 494, Hialeah, FL 33011 (72) _ 

BODY ARMOR, T-shirt style, briefcase inserts, clip boards, 

also Kevlar and armor steel. Brochure $2 refundable. 
DANEGELD, Box 54673, Atlanta, GA 30306._ 

COMMERCIAL "C" RATIONS Mfg by Gov. contractor, same 
quality and fife as G.l. Assorted 12 meals per case. $40.00 per 
case. Shipped freight collect. Remit M.O. with order to ATNAB, 
P. O. Box 1744, Del Valle, TX 78617. (72)_ 

NEW — STASH YOUR CASH in beautiful western style belt 
buckle. Free brochure. J.N. LEONARD, Rt. #1, Box 266 A, 
Rudy, AR 72952. (74)__ 

WEAPONS, PROFESSIONAL GRADE — FN Browning Hi 
Powers, 9MM Argentine Military, (op quality, excellent con¬ 
dition, "Combat Customized,” Parkerizerf, $599.00. SIST Colt 
.45 Mod 1927 U.S. mfg 1930 s. Excellent condition, new Colt 
BBLS, "Combat Customized,” parkerized, $599.00. WALTH- 
ER PP .32’s French Mfg 1950's. Excellent condition, “duty- 
tuned," parkerized/blue. HARRISON CUSTOM COMBAT 
HANDGUNS, Box 887, Leesvilie, SC 29070. (803) 649-5936. 

HOMEMADE MACHINE GUN PLANS: Comprehensive, de¬ 
tailed, easy to follow 24 page oversize booklet. Machineshop 
unnecessary. Send $6 to WILDCAT PUBLICATIONS, Dept. 
BX, 7 Michigan, Dundee, IL 60118._ 

.45 AUTO — Build your own from readily available parts. 
Information package with complete How-To Book plus list of 
suppliers. Send $9.95 to: LAKESIDE ARMORY, P.O. Box 580, 
Stephens City, VA 22655._ 

3 GUN SHOOT COMPETITORS, please contact me. Ref. new 
shotgun speedloader. JIM NABER, Rt. #4, Box 60, Muscatine, 
IA 52761._ 

LASER SITE! Used extensively by U.S. and foreign gov¬ 
ernmental agencies. Fits most long arms. Zero to 500 yards 
capability. $1,995 total cost. Send $3.00 for specifications 
(refundable). LASER, P.O. Box 6153, Bossier City, LA 71171- 
6153._ 

SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, Airborne Unit Coirs, decals, 
flashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, West 
Monticeito, Brookhaven, MS 39601._ 

FEMALE ADVENTURER writer/photographer who travels 
Central America seeks all types of weapons training and self 
defense from a Houston area mercenary type. Write: D. WIL- 
SON PYLE, 1906 Clipper Ct., Willis, TX 77378. (72) 

INFORMATION WANTED on disappearance of plane carrying 
cargo belonging to Ngo dinh Diem, the late President of South 
Vietnam. Plane went down in Philippines while enroute from 
Saigon to Saipan during (963-65. Contact MICHAEL BAND¬ 
ING, c/o SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306, USA by mail 
only. 


THE BALLOON RANCH 


ADVENTURE 



AMERICA'S MOST ACTION 


PACKED FUN RESORT 

HOT AIR BALLOONING • 
HORSEBACK • WHITE WATER 
RAFTING • TENNIS • SWIMMING, 
HOT TUB, SAUNA • MOTORCYCLE 
TOURS • ULTRA-LITE • MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING • COMBAT SHOOTING 
• SHOOTING RANGES • TRAP 
RANGES • FUN HOUSE • 
CORPORATE SECURITY • PAINT 
GUN MATCHES • EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL & SURVIVAL TRAINING • 
DEMOLITION SEARCH & ID 

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED-STAMPED-ENVEiOPE 
FOR BROCHURE 

BALLOON RANCH 

STAR ROUTE BOX 41-SF 
DEL NORTE, COLORADO 81132 
<303) 754-2533 
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MOST UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER - Save 5% - 20% off all 

titles. Paladin Press, Desert, others. Weapons, survival, milit¬ 
ary science, self-defense, explosives - MUCH MORE. 100’s of 
exciting titles. Don’t order anywhere until you check our prices. 
Catalog 75 cents. ASURP PUBLICATIONS, Sharon Center, 
OH 44274. (74) _ 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, Current issue with Flash 
and Crest $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

BUMPER STICKERS: Freeze Today — Fry Tomorrow. The 
Media Sucks; $1 each. MR. BROWN, P.O. Box 3737, Simi, CA 
93063. 


BARGAIN MILITARY SURPLUS. Buy direct from large mail 
order outlet. Catalog $1.00 (refundable). MLA SURPLUS, P.O. 
Box 232 35-A, North Webster, IN 46555. (72)_ 

STEROIDS — Size, strength, aggressiveness. Where to get 
them, what lo pay, what works. UNDERGROUND STEROID 
HANDBOOK tells all! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801B 
Ocean Park #25, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (73)_ 

FOR SALE: Back issues of S.O.F. Summer/75; Spring, Sum¬ 
mer, Fall/76; Winter, Spring/77; Sept., Nov.,/77; Jan., Mar./78 
and 20 other issues from 1979 to 1982. Best offer! Contact E. 
PILSITZ, 121 N. Mole St., Philadelphia, PA 19102._ 

CONFIDENTIAL, PRESTIGIOUS, reliable mail forwarding¬ 
remailing service. Free information. ACCURATE POSTAL 
FORWARDING, 4422SF La Paloma Avenue, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93110. 


“HOW TO BEAT A LIE DETECTOR TEST.’’ Secrets re¬ 
vealed. Free sample test included! $3.00. ACCURATE POLY- 
GRAPH, P.O. Box 6856SF, Santa Barbara, CA 93116. 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE! FOR YOUR EYES ONLY is an 
open intelligence summary of current military affairs, including 
reports on wars, arms sales, and new weapons and in-depth 
features on key developments. Read FYEO to stay ahead! 
$35/year, three-issue trial $5. FYEO, Box 3012V, Amarillo, TX 
79106. (72) _ 

“UNITED STATES ARMY. WE KICK ASS!” Bumper sticker. 
$2.00. P.W., Dept. SF, Rt. 2, Box 125A, Prudenville, Ml 48651. 

SOUTHEAST OHIO’S surplus and survival headquarters. 
Worldwide Militaria for the professional or weekender. Vietnam 
era items. 1 mile north of Athens. Co. Rd. 7. SULLIVANS, Box 
#181, The Plains, OH 45780._ 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE. 'Nam vet, ex- 
Marine, well experienced. jf you are looking for a professional, 
reply with address or phone number to: INTERNATIONAL, 
P.O. Box 4344, Eden, NC 27288. (72)_ 

CAMMO CLOTH BY THE YARD. High quality, low prices, 
many types. SASE for samples. DANEGELD, Box 54673, 
Atlanta, GA 30308,_ 

THE FALKLANDS WAR: Realistic game that includes every 
ship, aircraft and land unit that took part. Captures the essense 
of modem combined arms warfare: $15.00. Send for free cata- 
loge. CLOSE SIMULATIONS, Box 2247T, Northbrook, IL 
60062._ 

COBRA MISSION TO TRANG BANG: 60 minute cassette 
recording of Cobra Gunship firefly mission; vicinity of Tranp 
Bang, RVN, Spring 1969. Hear radio traffic involving B-52 
strikes, dustoffs, antiaircraft guns, and the sound of minigun 
fire. Includes 40-page transcript book w/calt signs and ex¬ 
planatory notes to aid understanding this unique electronic 
document. 12 pages Cobra pilots photos. Rare insiders look at 
Vietnam. Unconditional money back guarantee. Just $15 post¬ 
paid, BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Dept. MAS, Box 56, Fayet- 
teville, AR 72702. (72)_ 

BLACK RAPPELLING GEAR. Rope, carabiners and hard¬ 
ware. Same equipment being used by SWAT teams. Made for 
military operations. $1.00 for catalog, refundable. ADVANCED 
RESCUE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 80052, Sioux Falls, SD 57116- 
1052._ 

ORIGINAL C.I.A, Black bock of improvised weapons. 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $9.95 ppd. GROUND ZERO, 
P.O.B. 335, Croton, OH 43013._ 

NEW, ZIPPO LIGHTER with international soldier of fortune 
logo and mercenary insignia. Only $9.95 ppd. Send money 
order, certified check; personal checks take 4 to 6 weeks. Send 
to SHORTMAN, P.O.Box 2304, Hammond,IN 46323.(72) 
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Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an excitingcareer 
opportunity, Solve mysteries, bring crimi¬ 
nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal¬ 
lenging situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot decisions, Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
special law enforcement equip- 
*' ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the CIA. and the 
Secret Service. Sturt your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25% and more on all equip- 
_ ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 
-THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Defective Training - 
, DEPT. SF309, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 J 
Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit— I 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Sutvsillance Equipment, 
Criminology Kill, Badges. 
Briefcase Telephones, Leg 
holsters, LockpickGuns, 
Bullet-Proof Vests, Infrared 
Night Scopes, Rappelling 
Equipment—Plus Much, 
Much More A 



ABdran- 

Ctty/Stale/ZJp- 



RIGHT/LEFT, JEW/ARAB.. .any subjects! Lists of interna¬ 
tional organizations and publications, $10.00. State subjects 
wanted. In depth, no solicitation service! MICHAEL SEATON, 
3617 South 46 Street, Greenfield, Wl 53220. _ 

WATER TEST KIT, test for bacteria such as coliform, cholera, 
dysentery, hepatitis, typhoid; safe, simple. Equipment and 
supplies for four water samples. $14.95. JAY, Box 551, 
Louisiana, MO 63353. 

CONTRACT MERCENARY AVAILABLE. Just completed 
five years in the Middle East, eager for another contract, short 
or long. Two years experience In Africa, one year in Central 
America. EX-U.S. Special Forces member with expertise in 
weapons, demolitions, recon, rescue, patrol, scuba, parachut¬ 
ing, training and insurgency tactics. If you are looking for a 
proven professional please contact me. All work is considered 
but please do not waste my time if you are not looking for a true 
professional. Assignments must be on contract and comple¬ 
tion basis. Contact: FRANK S., P.O. Box 18002, Raytown. MO 
64133. _ 

AIRBORNE INFANTRY RANGER COMPANIES (Korea): 

Members contact Henman J. (Jim) Hale, 8th Rangers, 26 
Annandale Drive, Route 5, Inman, SC 29349. Object: Reun¬ 
ions, forming of company associations, confederation in pur- 
suit of common goals. _ 

RISK JOBS PERFORMED. Rescue, bounty hunter, emmis- 
sary, surveillance, courier, salvage, personal representative. 
Anything in U.S.A. No overseas work. Fee negotiable. Con¬ 
fidential. Write C. RAMEY, P.O. Box 24251, Richmond, VA 
23224. _ 

SELF DEVELOPMENT: You can increase your self esteem. 
Develop your interpersonal relationships with amazing R/E 
Factor. Full details only $2.00 and S.A.S.E. to STARLITE, P.O. 
Box 1336, Elfers, FL 33531. _ 

VIETNAM SERVICE CERTIFICATES, Ranger, Pathfinder 
and other military awards. Send self addressed stamped en¬ 
velope for illustrated list. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. _ 

COUNTRY MUSIC LOVERS. Remember "Alabam” by Cow¬ 
boy Copas. Rush $2.00, your name and address to D & D 
RECORDS, P.O. Box 981, Lusk, WY 82225.45 RPM by Randy 
Copas, Vietnam Vet. (73) _ 

WANTED: Tapes of U.S.M.C. Recruit Training; Reveille, P.T., 
Drill, Motivation, Unarmed Combat, etc. Write LINDSAY, 22 
Linnaean, Boston, MA 02138. (73) _ 

ADVENTURER would like to participate with any group or 
individuals in any adventure or expedition searching for '‘BIG- 
FOOT/’ Only serious inquiries need respond. Write W.R. 
McCOQK, 78-08 86th Ave., Woodhaven, NY 11421. (72) 

FM 90-10-1 INFANTRYMAN S GUIDE TO URBAN Combat. 
The brand new (9/30/82) tactical "bible." Covers everything — 
an unbelievable book! Cammo bound, 8Vfe k 11, 290 pages, 
$10.55. FM3-50-1 (TEST) DELIBERATE SMOKE OPERA¬ 
TIONS. First edition (9/82) of smoke opns and smoke units. 
Pages — 132,8Vfe x 11, $7.30. Quantity prices available (send 
SASE). Original manuals-not copies or reprints. Both above 
manuals are Gl, NEW, and POSTPAID. Send $1.00 for current 
plus (future) listings. GENE KAPLAN, Box 720024, Atlanta, GA 
30358. (Since 1975) _ 

GENUINE ELEPHANT IVORY Colt .45 automatic grips. $110, 
COD $113, satisfaction guaranteed. Mail check to IVORY- 
GRIPS, Box 6027-SF, Stamford, CT 06905. (72) _ 

MIRANDA RIGHTS A MUST FOR POLICE Personnel. Bold 
black print on white T-shirts, $7.95 each. Quantity discounts. 
State size. RIGHTEOUS T-SHIRTS, 1311 El Camino Real, 
Suite 214, Millbrae, CA 94030. (72) _ 

POLICE, POLICE MARKSMAN, S.O.F. Magazines. Jan. 
1981 to June 1983 — 55 issues. $275.00. J.D. AKERS. P.O. 
Box 112, Vail, AZ 85641. _ 

BELT-FED SHOTGUN. 25 rounds, converts Remingtons and 
Brownings, legal, shotgun grenades, bore fired, direct line of 
fire, tube loadable, 5 styles. Easy to read plans/diagrams. 
Small tools only. Plans $15.00 each, RYAN KEPHART, Rt. 3, 
Box 65, Murphy, NC 28906. _ 

MOTLEY GUNWORKS GUIDEBOOKS — Guide you in sur¬ 
vival gunsmithing, choosing and buying accessories, tools, 
spare parts. Now available for Ruger 10/22, .45 autopistol. 
Remington 870. $3.95 each. Shipping $2.00 (2 guidebooks), 
50 cents third guidebook. MOTLEY GUNNWORKS, P.O. Box 
561, Mariton, NJ 08053. 
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GEARING UR 


□ Gas Mask - 
Model miM-m 


□ Black 
Commando 
Dog Tag Set- 

(A Kaufman’s Exclusive): 
2 Gl stainless steel tags, specialty treated to be non glare Hat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24”) ball| chains $5.00/set 


□Regulation 61 Dog Tags 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 

stainless chains (4” and 24”) .$3.0(Vaacfi 

Want us to print them? WE’LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□Printing . ..arrty $1.00 par tag ($2.00 per set) 


PLEASE, NO DOC TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


□ Military Elite Distinctive Dog Tags- 


□ Battle 


Uniforms 




Pants feature: 6 pockets 
(thigh pockets are bel¬ 
lowed); drawstring 
cuffs; adjustable waist 
tab. Jackets feature: 4 
pockets, bellows style. 
Tell us your chest, 
height, and waist 
measurements 
when ordering. 
Choose from: 
□ Woodland Pattern 
Camouflage -50% cotton/ 
50% nylon. Army's latest 
issue; the pants have a 
reinforced seat and knees: 
the jacket has reinforced elbows. Brand New. 


'CfA Specify: Jacket or Pants S30.00/each; 

. $57.50/set. 

rj Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% 

cotton'50% nylon. Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops of the Rapid Deployment Force. Brand 
New. Reinforced as Woodland Pattern above. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants $34.00/each; 

.$65.00/set. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green -100% cotton, 
ripstop: as used in early Vietnam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand 
New. Specify: Jacket or Pants.$30.00/each; S57.50 set. 

□ Leaf Pattern Camouflage -100% cotton ripstop, as issued in 

Vietnam. Current 61 manufacture. Brand new. Specify Jacket or 
Pants ... $36.75/each; $69.50/set. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - 

these are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. 
The tiger stripe pattern is true. They are reinforced as the Wood¬ 
land rattem Camouflage, above. Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify Jacket or Pants $36.75/each; $69.50/set. 

□ Desert Tan (Khaki) Bush Fatigues - these 6 pocket pants and 4 

pocket jackets are of commercial US manufacture to military specs. 
100% cotton, they are an excellent buy. Regular lengths only (no 
longs) Specify Jacket or Pants . $26.00/each; $49.00 set. 

□ Solid Black — a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were 
manufactured in the US by a government contractor to military 
specs. 50% cotton 50% nylon, these are reinforced as the 61 Wood¬ 
land Pattern above. Regular lengths only (no longs) 

Specify Jacket or Pants $34.00/each; $65.00/set. 

i Woodland Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - 
we've used the genuine military woodland Camo cloth and fash¬ 
ioned these like the 61 Fatigues. We cut some corners to trim 
the price, but these American made fatigues look just like the 
genuine ones. Brand New 

Specify Jacket or Pants S26.0Q/each; S49.00/set. 


': Jacket or Pants 


\ We’ve taken the official distinctive insignia of elite professional troops 
and affixed them to a genuine Gl tag. Sold with 4” stainless 
1 chain...perfect for use as a keychain or worn with your dog tag set. 

! Chow# tho #tt* dog t#g of: Special Forets; Airbom/Rangers; 

Paratroopers; USMC Recon; USMC Globe A Anchor, 101st Airborne; 
► or 82nd Airborne . .$6.00/each. 


JDOQ Tag Silencers - black, non glare rubber bumpers 
I for tags .. $1.00/pair 


□ Special Forces Green Beret * Jaunty and 

) oaring and classy — like tne professional's who wear them. These are 

* official regulation berets ot 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mili- 

. ____ tary specs. Made expressly tor us by the prime 

._govern ment contractor. Also available: 

5 Official headgear for: 

) AS 1 -Airborne Qualified (Maroon) 

| W J1 □Ranger Commandos (Black) 

□ArMery A Guardian Angels (Red) 

! □ Commando Drew (Camouflage) 

; >'WH W Sizes-6 7/8 to 7% 

j (Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We’ll send the right one.) $13.75/each 

, □ Drill Instructor/Smokey the Bear Hat- 

> Formally called the Campaign Hat. this is a realty 
fine quality pressed felt headpiece, 
n A hat with character. No one who wears it 
I escapes a personality change. 

) An uncontrollable urge to shout 1 

* orders or heap abuses, pursue Hamers or 
■ write traffic tickets. Let your true or wistful self 

l be heard. Sizes: 6-7/8 to 7 5/8...$1 9.75/each 

j □Genuine Leather Chin Strap. $2.oo/each 

i □ Acorn Hat Conf (as shown) ... $6.00feach 

!. (Specify color silver, gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow. 

I red or light blue) 


■Camouflage Collection Catalog- featuring genuine| 

military clothing and personal equipment. $1 .OQ/each.j 

Free with any order 


□ Jungle Hats - US Military iss ue - 

These "Boonie Hats” are the real thing!! 

Brand new, complete with brass 
screened eylets, cartridge holder 
hat band (except the Desert 
Camo) and chin strap. Choose 

□ Leaf pattern camouflege, Gl ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl. $14.00/each. 

□ Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotlon/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl.., . $12.25/each. 

□ Desert camouflage; just issued to the U S. Rapid Deployment 

Forces. 50% cotton'50% nylon; Genuine 61 .$12.25/each. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gi ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam . Genuine Gl $14.00/each. 

The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7. 00/each. Select: □ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

□ Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
Specify size: S(7); M(7V«); fj P" ° P° G,een < 0D I 
L (714): XL (7V«). t-i QgggH CamoullanB 




H* ft}* al \i74i. □ Desert Camouflage 

_□ Black_ 

□ US Navy Style Commander’s 
Cap with‘Scrambled Egg’ Visor 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband to fit all heads 
comfortably. Choose: Navy Blue or Black 
.$5.75/each. 


We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re Not Trying To Be. 

For over 65 years the Kautman name has been respected for offering the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Dur committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means: 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D. (There is a C.O.D. fee of $4 00 in ad¬ 
dition to the regular shipping). 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. We’ll not only be glad 


_ Wallets, Nylon - made of waterprool nylon packcloth. I 

I these 2 fold wallets feature 4 inside pockets a bill compartment I 
and plastic card holder Choose from: Camouflage. Olive Drab I 
(OD) Green, or Black S6.75 each, f 


□Jogging ShOTtS-Ours are stylish ai|jgiffHWB|||iimii 

shorts made in the USA that feature a trim fit JmlTjffi! Y[V!!jS\k 

and fashionable good looks, ftrfect whether 

worn for a hard workout or as trend setting (P*\ 

fashion Sizes are from S to XL. Tell us your 

waist size when ordering. 

The following shorts are 100% cotton 

.S6.50/each. 

□ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

□ Desert Camouflage Pattern 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green 

□ Khaki (Tan) 

The following shorts are constructed of genuine military 
issue camouflage cloth .S8.75 each. 

□ Gl Leaf Camouflage Pattern • 100% cotton, ripstop poplin. 
Our best sellers. 

□ Gl Woodland Camouflage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% nylon. 


□Angle Head Flashlight - This is the I. > ,-TT 

heavy duty olive drab plastic flashlight issued to basic 

and stealth units The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare / U / 

and features 4 different lenses which can be easily installed 

or removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender 

for hands *ree operation; operates on 2 standard D 

cell batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb. 

Brand n#w, add in ttw Gl box SB.SO/uch; 2 for S12.25 k ^ 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handling. Orders up to $10 00 S3 00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00 8.00 

Canadian Orders-Sand Double Amount Indicated. 


In (pat demand by Police Departments and 
Survlvallits. Very Scarce!! This is the US 
Military’s latest and most technologically per 
feet gas mask. Designed for protection Iron 
both biological ana chemical agents, the 
mask is much more comfortable than its 
predecessors. Meant to be worn tor long 
periods of time, it incorporates features 
which facilitate speech as well as allowing 
the wearer to drink water from the military 
canteen while wearing the mask. Sold complete with bag 
The new masks are sold in a factory-sealed government bag. 
The used gas masks are in excellent condition complete with filters 
Kaufman’s has purchased them as being operable but we have no 
way to independently test this fact. We therefore sell each mask 
with bur promise to refund the purchase price or replace the mask 
at the customer’s option, within 1 year ot purchase it for any rea 
son you are dissatisfied. 

□ Used M17A1 Gas Mask • excellent condition - .. $62.50/each. 

□ Brand Nbw M17A1 Gas Mask - . $84.50/each. 

□ Accessories for ___ 

Ml7A1 Gas Mask- @ 

□ Canteen Cap Convertor - these screw onto the Gl plastic Can 

teen and connect to the M17A1 Gas Mask so the wearer can drink 
water while wearing the mask. Brand new.. . $7.75/each 

□ Extra Filters for M17A1 Gas Mask - these filters screw onto the 

gas mask and are sold brand new in factory sealed bags. Unlimited 
shelf life. $13.00 pair. 

□ M17A1 Technical Manual-Published by Department of the 
Army. This TM explains the use of the M1/A1 Gas Mask & ac 
cessories . 


sn HL* Sunglasses 

&rK 25 % oh-evs * 

f / by Bausch & Lomb Also USAF 

\ L\ and NA SA Pilot passes. Call for free 

\ Y sun 9 ,ass brochure^^^ 

□ Gl USMC Fatigue 

100% cotton. Specify: Leal Camo or Olive 

Drab (OD) Green. S. M, L, XL $5.00/each.^S^5gp^ 


□Elite Commando T-Shirts 


ams 


RECON 




2 color siikscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you’ll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 

□Special Forcas-grey shirt, (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 

□ Alrbome/RanQer—black shirt (100% cotton) red and white design. 

□Marine Recon-red shirt (1 00% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M.L,XL) $7.95/each 

□ Camouflage T-Shirts 

cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: 

□ Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck [ W 4)7 ^ 

□ Brown Leaf Crew (Round) Neck ^ W®/ 

□ Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck ux, 

□ Green Leaf V-Neck L ilr ]/ 

Specify Size: S, M. L, XL ....$7. 00/each: pKTV ■ / 
_ or any 3 shirts for $18.00. ’ ^ ^Tl 

Genuine Military Insignia -mMCngiimwtjrriptci 

(GENuKDOIS i ui—j US 


□ Special Forces Flashes (choose from: 5th Group in Vietnam: 8th; 

12th: or JFK Special Warfare Center).$1.75/eicti 

□ Special Forces Shoulder Patch 

(specify regular or subdued) ....... , S1.75/aach 

) □ Special Forces Crest . .. .53.00/aach 

□ Paratrooper Badge... .. S3.00/each 

□ Air Assault Badge. $4.00/eich 

□ 101 st Airborne Crest. . $3.00/eacli 

□ 82nd Airborne Crest. $3.00/eacti 

□ 101st Airborne Patch (specify regular or subdued). ,$1.75/eick 

□ 82nd Airborne Pitch (specify regular or subdued) . $l75VMeJi 

□ Ranger or Airborne Tabs (specify regular or subdued)$1.00/eich 

□ Marine Recon Wing - gold plated ... $4.50/tach 

□ PHot Wing, USAF - nickel plated. S3.50/tach , 

□ Ful Bird Coloneri Rank - Army - nickel plated .$3.50/pair 

□ Generars Rank-One Star-Army - nickel plated.$3.50/pilr 

□ Navy Seal Badge - gold plated . S10.50/aach 

□ U.S. Flag (2 x 3V<).$2.25Juch 

□ For a complete Mating of over 1,000 mtttary insignia items send 
for our Insignia Colectfon Catalog. Cost $2.00 plus 88c for 1st class 
postage. 


1 to take your orders (every firm with an 300 number will do that) but JWMtafe happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you’re calling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of an order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service. 

No. we’re not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for If you order the cheapest you 

may wait a long time for delivery of HriMl you may ultimately be unhappy with II you 
order from Kaufman’s you'll see why top quality merchant^ and rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the uj|| value out ot every 
dollar you spend Call Toll Free 1-800-545-0SPW 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — CALL MON -SAT; 9:30 -^iSO (Mountain Time; 























































The HK 94, 9mm Para, Carbine demonstrates once again that the proof Es in the performance. 

This new firearm, which provides rifle-like accuracy out to 100 meters, is a direct offspring of 
HK's renowned family of MP5 submachine guns. The MP5 has gained international reputation as 
one of the basic arms of elite European and American special operations units. 

Key features of the HK 94 carbine are: 

■ Performance proven delayed roller lock bolt 
system 

■ Hammer forged 16.2 inch barrel 

m Choice of two stocks: A2 fixed buttstock, A3 
sliding retractable buttstock 

^ ■ Diopter rear sight adjustable to 100 meters 

• 15 -shot detachable magazine standard with the 

X carbine; 30-shot detachable magazine, an 

1 * % optional extra 

■ As with all HK rifles and carbines, scope mounts 
are available for the HK 94 Carbine 


4// HK Yearns pwrchasedstf 
retail , are cohered by o ur 
5 YEAR UMFtED WARRANTY. 

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES 


933 N. Kenmore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
703/243-3700 


Isn’t It about lime you discovered HK quality? Visit your local dealer today 
and get your hands on this precision and high performance HK 94 Carbine. 
You will be Impressed hy the quality and value of this new firearm. You can 
learn more about why discriminating sportsmen choose HK by sending 
$3.00 for our full color 24-page catalog. 



